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PREFACE 


This is the story of the first century of the 
existence of Maumee City. The history here pre¬ 
sented is little more than the records of what has 
been done by others, gleaned from original source 
material by the untiring labor of a faithful scribe. 

His purpose has been to assemble the records 
in a condensed form rather than a narrative, losing 
sight of minor incidents, to give prominence to the 
great events which loom before our eyes as we gaze 
back over the road of our Pilgrimage to portray as 
many of the Pioneers of Maumee City as is prac¬ 
tical to present those incidents, both general and 
individual, which most engage the attention and 
curiosity of people, to trace changes and develop¬ 
ments, to set forth causes of advancement or de¬ 
cline, to preserve for future generations the story 
of noble deeds as an example for further achieve¬ 
ments. 
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THE NAME MAUMEE 

ie Village of Maumee, delight 
the oot of the Rapids of th 


of the Miami of the 
Lake, and the first founded in the beautiful 
valley of the Northwest; the Haven oi the 
Aborigines, the capital of the ancient nation 
of the Miami Indians, a confederacy of the 
Miami tribes. 

From the earliest period the Miamis have been the 
leading and most influential tribe in the Miami Valley. 
This confederacy being subdivided and denominated by 
many different names. The first of the tribes were known 
as “Tweetwees”; another “Twigtwee”; and another “pmee” 


and “Aumiami” now “ Aumiami,” by contraction “Omee.” 
The word “Miami” is said to signify Mother in the Attowa 
language. The word ‘Miami” was originally the designa¬ 
tion of the tribe who anciently bore the name “Tweetwee.” 
The word “Maumee” is then a corruption of mee- 
Aumiami.” 


Seemingly before the middle of the seventeenth century 
Maumee River was not known as the “Miami” nor the 


'll 


Miami of the Lake. 




In 1748 the Maumee River was 


known to the French soldier as the “River a la Roche,” so 
designated by the French officers in their reports. During 
the military operations along this river in 1812 and 1813 
the name “Miami” was much use<! with reference to the 
river by persons who could not speak the French language, 
and took the French sound of “Miami 
and when Maumee City was named in 
was confirmed. 


)} 


M aumee 
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In 1855, on November 7th, at Toledo, an unsuccessful 
attempt was made to change the name of the Maumee River 
and Maumee Valley to the Grand Rapids River and Grand 
Rapids Valley, but the efforts to make the change were not 
approved by public sentiment/. Not long after the above 
named meeting the matter of substituting the name Miami 
for Maumee was discussed with much favor, but nothing 
was accomplished and no further mention is found of efforts 
in that direction. 

Still later, 1871, the name of Maumee City was changed 
to South d'oledo, which never commended itself to the ap¬ 
proval of the people or the judgment of the public; and in 
1887 the name was changed back to Maumee, leaving off 
the word “City.” 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT 

IN THE TERRITORY IN WHICH MAUMEE 

IS SITUATED 

In important events, which are incorporated in the his¬ 
tory of the Maumee Valley, Maumee City l as been the the¬ 
atre of transactions ol the highest interest. For a consider¬ 
able period Maumee City was the business mart of the 
lower portion of the Maumee Valley. 

The first attempt to establish civil government in the 
territory in which Maumee City is situated took place in 
October, 1787, when Congress appointed General Arthur 
St. Clair governor of the Northwest territory, which em¬ 
braced all Northwestern Ohio; and the lower peninsula of 
the present State of Michigan. On the 15th day of August, 
1796, Wayne County was established by proclamation of 
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Governor St. Clair. Its limits included the northwest; part 
of Ohio, but until the Indian title to all Northwestern ()hio 
was extinguished, there was practically no such civil gov¬ 
ernment. 

In 1805 Logan County was formed, embracing the pres¬ 
ent counties of Sandusky, Seneca, Wyandotte, Marion, Har¬ 
din, Hancock, Wood, Lucas, Henry, Fulton, Putnam, Allen, 
Auglaize, Van Wert, Paulding, Williams and Defiance en¬ 
tirely, and part of the counties of Ottawa, Crawford, Mor¬ 
row, Logan, Union, Shelby and Mercer. 

It will be borne in mind that prior to the treaty with 
the Indians at the foot of the Rapids of the Maumee River, 
1817, all this section, save the few reservations of the Treaty 
of Greenville, in 1795, was within the Indian territory, and 
nor subject to civil authority. Upon the surrender of Indian 
possessions in 1817, the County of Logan was organized 
with its seat of justice at Beliefontaine. Waynesfield Town¬ 
ship was the first lownship in Ohio organized north of the 
Maumee River. The township was originally included in 
the county of Logan and was erected by an act of the < >hio 
Legislature, passed December 30r,h, 1817, and was named 
Waynesfield in honor of General Anthony Wayne. It was 
also appropriate as including the field in widen General 
Wayne had achieved his splendid victories over the In¬ 
dians in 1794. 

WOOD COUNTY 

The County ot Wood was erected April 1st, 1820. from 
the northern part of Logan bounty. Waynesfield was its 
only organized township on the north side of the Maumee 
River until 1835 when Lucas County was set off from part 
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of Wood County and a portion of the northwest corner of 

\ _ 

Ottawa County, lie commissioners o! Lucas County, at a 
special session held October 12th 1835, extended the civil 
jurisdiction of Waynesfield Township to the northern 
boundary of the State, as claimed by Ohio, thus practically 
obliterating for the time being the Township of Port Law¬ 
rence, which remained in a state of suspended animation 
for three days and dhring the state election which was held 
at Maumee City. That crisis having passed it was restored 
October 15th, 1835, to its proper jurisdiction. 

The County of Wood was erected by an act of the Leg¬ 
islature February 12th, 182(. It embraced all that part of 

Lucas County north of the Maumee River, with its seat of 
justice at Maumee City. 

The first session of the Commissioners of Wood County 
was held in the upper story of Almon Gibbs’ store at Mau¬ 
mee City on the 12th lay of April, |820. Samuel H. Ewing, 
Daniel Hubbell, and John Pray were the commissioners, 
Daniel Hubbell acting as clerk of the Board at this session. 
William Pray was appointed County Treasurer at the ses¬ 
sion of May 3rd, 1820; Seneca Allen was appointed Clerk 
f ° the commissioners, and David Hull entered into bone as 
Sheriff, Samuel Vance and Peter G. (diver signing their 
names to his official bond. C. J. McCurdy. Msquire, pre- 
nted in older oi the ( i making him an allowance of 

twenty dollars as compensation for his services as Prose¬ 
cuting Attorney for Wood County. Thomas McKnight was 
allowed twenty-three dollars for services as Clerk of the 
Court at -ire May term, 1820; for receiving returns of poll 
books and for certifying the election of county officers, an 
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additional allowance of five dollars was made. Hunt and 
Forsythe were allowed a bill for stationery amounting to 
sixteen dollars, and Almon Gibbs for use o court house, 
forty dollars. Seneca Allen, auditor, was allowed one dollar 
for publishing in the Columbus Gazette the rate of tax on 
land for road purposes. < General John E. 1 Sunt was allowed 
$11.25 for services as lister of taxable property and house 
appraiser. I >avid Hull was appointed County Collector. 

This session of the county commissioners was held at> 
Maumee City. The names of Samuel Vance and Aurora 
Spaftord appear as sureties on the official bond of William 
Pratt as County Treasurer; and the names of Thomas R. 
McKnight and Almon Gibbs as sureties on the official bond 
of Seneca Allen, who had been chosen Auditor of Wood 
County by joint ballot of the general assembly of Ohio. 

At the session held >ecember 12th, 1820, Daniel Hub- 
bell, John E. Hunt and John Pray appeared as commission¬ 
ers. The commissioners at their session held at Maumee 
City on the 4th day of March, 1822, appointed Thomas W. 
Powell . Auditor of the County for the ensuing year. June 
3rd, 1822, the commissioners appointed Walter Colton, 
Treasurer of the County. The first session of tlie Board of 
County Commissioners for Wood County was held at Per- 
rysburg March 19th, 1823, convened for the purpose of at¬ 
tending to the erection o:i public buildings for the County. 
The county jail was moved from Maumee to ’errysburg 
and it was ordered at that session that so much of the 
Township of Waynesfield as was included in the organized 
County of Wood, and lying on the south of the south chan- 
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nel of the Maumee River, be set off an*I organized into a 

township by the name of Perrysburg. 

The first court of Wood County was held at Maumee 

City in May, 1820; no civil cases appeared on record. 

The State of Ohio appearing as plaintiff vs. Thomas Gai- 

nor, George Jones and Isaac Richardson for resisting the 

sheriff, and;George Patterson for assault, and battery. The 

county w r as then in the third judicial circuit. George Todd. 

_ / 

father of Governor David Todd, was presiding judge; Ho¬ 
ratio Conant, Samuel Vance and Peter < 1. < diver were asso¬ 
ciate judges. The following named gentlemen, good and 
legal citizens of said county, composed the first ^rand jury: 
Wm. H. Bostwick, foreman; Aaron Granger, John T. Bald¬ 
win, Parris M. Plum, Aurora Spafford, Jeremiah Johnston, 
^ m. Pratt, Richard Gunn, Collister Haskings, Ephraim H. 
Leming, Josephus Tilor, Daniel Murray, John Hollister, 
Norman L. Freeman and John J. Lovett. 

LUCAS COUNTY 

I hr nruani/.atinn of Lucas County was made amid the 

~ ! " nn ' 1 Lie disputed jurisdiction between the State of 

:||I< ' Lie l( ' rnfor . v °f Michigan. It was named after 
the champion of Ohio’s interests in that conflict—the then 

(1, ,v< ' rnor Lucas. There is no county in the Maumee Valley 
invested with points surpassing in historical prominence 
than those embraced within the limits of Lucas County. 

^ an ex ^ ra sess ^ on the Legislature convened June 
8th, 1835, there was passed an act to erect the County of 

Lucas from territory taken from the north part of Wood 
County and a portion of the northwest corner of Ottawa 
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County. A term of court of common pleas was directed to 
be held there on the first Monday in September following 
at any convenient house. September 7th being the first 
Monday, 1835, the first session of court was held in a school 
house which stood between Washington and Monroe, and 
Erie and Michigan Streets, Toledo. The county was at¬ 
tached to the second judicial circuit,. The court consisted 
o Presiding Judge Higgins; Associate Judges Joi n H. Jer¬ 
ome, Baxter Bowman and Wm. Wilson. Junius Flagg act¬ 
ed as sheriff, and Dr. Horatio Oonant of Maumee City as 

/ %/ 

clerk. 

A short session was held as directed. Judge Higgins 
being absent, the proceedings being limited to the appoint¬ 
ment of John Baldwin, Robert Gower and Cyrus Holloway 
as county commissioners; the approval of the clerk’s bond; 
the appointment of Junius Flagg as sheriff and the making 
of a record. 

The record of the first session of the Common Pleas 
Court of Lucas Countv: 

The State of )hio, Lucas County, SS. 

At a court of common pleas began and held at the 
court house in Toledo, in said County, on the 7th day 
oi September, A. D. 1835. Present, the Honorable 
Jonathan II. Jerome, Senior, Associate Judge of said 
County; their Honors Baxter Bowman and Wi liam 
Wilson, Associate Judges. The court being opened in 
due form by the Sheriff of the * ’ounty, Horatio Conant 
being appointed Clerk of said County, exhibited his 
hond with sureties accepted by the court agreeable to 
the statute in such case made and trovided. 
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The court appointed John Baldwin, Robert Gower 
and Cyrus Holloway commissioners for said County. 

No further business appearing before said court, 
the court adjourned without date. 

,J. H. Jerome, Associate Judge. 

The first session of the commissioners of the county 
was held at Toledo September 14th, 1835, at which John 
Baldwin and Robert (lower were present; the third member, 
Cyrus Holloway being absent, Samuel H. Young acted as 
clerk of the Board. The following appointments were made: 
County Auditor, Samuel M. Young of Maumee City; Treas¬ 
urer, Eli Hubbard; Recorder, Frederick Wright of Port 
Lawrence Township. The county seat remained at Toledo 
until June 17th 1840, when Maumee City became the seat 
oi justice through the decision of a board of commissioners 
selected by the Ohio Legislature to review and relocate the 
same, and Hiat day the proposals of John E. Hunt, Thomas 
Clark 2nd, and Horace Waite for erecting county buildings 
at Maumee City were accepted and a bond given in the sum 
of MO, 0 ( 11 . 00 . Securing these proposals on October 8, 1841, 

the court house at Maumee City was accepted by the county 
commissioners. 

building was in use as the seat of justice of Lucas 

County until the removal of the county seat back to Toledo 
on October 11. 1852. 

11 1 11 question of 1852 created a degree of 

intense bitterness between the competing points, Maumee 

City and Toledo, and called out a vote at those places un- 

llt( ^ 1 intensity nt the feeling between the rival 
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interests is shown in the votes cast. There were 2186 votes 
for removal and 1452 votes against the removal. Two years 
later the total vote of the county was 2394. The buildings 
at Maumee City were furnished largely by contribution' 
made by residents of the town. In June, 1858, the aban¬ 
doned county buildings at Maumee City were directed to be 
sold at public auction; Maumee City being the highest bid¬ 
der the jail was bought for $250.00 and the court house for 
$360.00. in each case the land being inclucied. 

The county jail was built in 1844 by Isaac Hull, and 
on January 12th, 1845, it was accepted at a < ost of $4,500. 

July 2nd, 1844, the bond of John E. Hunt and others 
for $10,000, securing the erection of the county buildings at 
Maumee City, were cancelled in consideration of the fulfill¬ 
ment of such agreement. 

MAUMEE CITY 

I 

The first definite movement of the erection of the town 

of Maumee City took place in 1817 when Major AYdlliam 

Oliver laid out a plan of the town and named it Maumee 

City. It contained one hundred and nine lot', seventy-five 

by one hundred and thirty-two feet, which comprised the 

first plat. The plan was drawn by A. I. Wheeler. Three 

lots at Broadway and Conant Streets, where the Soldiers' 

Monument now stands, were set apart for public grounds 

and two lots at Broadway and Gibbs Streets and two lot 

at Broadway and Allen Streets were set apart for church 
and school purposes. 

The first record made at the Recorder’s office of Wood 
County was the first plat of Maumee City. In Waynes- 
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field Township the plat was acknowledged before Seneca 
Allen, Justice of the Peace for the County of Logan. Mr. 
Allen then resided at (>rleans of the North. Maumee City 
was incorporate< 1 by the Ohio Legislature March 12, 1838, 
and described in three w r ards. The trustees of Waynesfield 
Township were designated to appoint two suitable persons 
in each ward to act as judges oi the first election to be held 
on the last Monday in March, 1838, to elect municipal offi¬ 
cers. Consequently an election was held on the 26th day of 
March, 1838, in the several wards. A mayor and twelve 
councilmen were elected, four in each ward, and one assessor 
for each ward. Robert Forsyth was chosen the first mayor, 
having received 117 votes, and John E. Hunt received 56 
votes. The councilmen elected for the First Ward were 
I >aniel F. Cook, Wm. Kingsbury, Wm. St. Clair and James 
Wilkeson; Robert < lower for assessor. Councilmen for Sec¬ 
ond Ward: James Wolcott, Senior; Levi Beebe, Daniel R. 
Stebbins and T. T. Woodruff; Assessor, Ira White. Coun¬ 
cilmen lor Third Ward: J. Austin Scott, George Kirkland, 

Joseph J. Bingham and George B. Knaggs; Assessor, Amos 
Pratt. 

The Maumee City Council convened for the first ses¬ 
sion at the Washington House Hall March 29th, 1838, and 
James W I <>tt, Senior, was chosen the first president of the 
Council; Dai iel F. Cook, treasurer; Henry Reed, Junior, 
clerk, F. E. Kertland, city marshal. Maumee City had 
eight hundred and sixty-five inhabitants in 1838. The name 
of Maumee City was changed to South Toledo in 1871. Vil¬ 
lage records show that the business of the Council was car- 
1 0,1 d<'i tli* liana and title of Maumee Citv until 
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April 3rd, 1875. In 1887 the name was changed back to 


Maumee, leaving off the word “City.” The municipal gov¬ 
ernment in 1920 consisted of the following named officers: 
Mayor, John A. Smith; Clerk, Frank Lautzenheiser; Treas- 

%/7 if 

urer, A. W. Cone; Marshal, John Dohr; City Solicitor. L. 
M. Murphy; Councilmen, Edward 



dorek, Arthur See- 
bower, Peter Billow, Fred F. Loeseh, H. T. Beltz and 1'' t< r 
Brell. Trustees of public affairs, Calvin Love. Tlios. X. 
Dowling, Dr. R. W. Comstock, elected and resigned, vol¬ 
unteered his services in the World War; Joseph Pauken 
filled the unexpired term. Clarence Brell, clerk of tie 
board. John Winters was the first Waterworks engineer 

S. Swan. F. 


and superintendent. Cemetery trustees: W S ; 

A. Graham and Jacob Winsler. Charle- Rodd, Senior, 

commissioner; Horace W. Hunt, health officer 

■/ 


t reet 
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MAYORS WHO SERVE MAUMEE 

Robert A. Forsyth, first mayor, elected.March 26,1838 

John E. Hunt, elected.March 25,1839 

Horace Waite, elected.,...last Monday of March, 1840 


James 



elected.March 29, 







James Wilkson, elected.March 28, 

James Wolcott, Senior, elected.March 27,1843 

Soloman Johnson, elected.March 25,1844 

Thomas Hark, 2nd, elected.March 3lJ 

Morrison R. Waite, elected.March 30, 

John C. Allen, elected.March 29,1847 

I i oratio Conant, elected.March 27,1848 

Edward Mitchell, elected.March 26, 

George W. Reynolds, elected.March 25,1850 

Horace Thatcher, elected.March 24,1851 

John A. Moore, elected.March 29, 

Freeborn Potter, elected.. April 4, 

D. F. Cook, elected.April 2,1855 

D. F. Cook, elected...April 6,1857 

Smith .. 

Smith 

Smith 

Smitl i 



1853 


Gilbert, elected.April 4,1859 

Gilbert, elected.April 1,1861 

Gilbert, elected._....April 6, 

Gilbert, elected.April 3, 





Tobias Rudesill, elected.....April 1 

Theophiles L. Clark, elected.ADri^ 1869 

Theophiles L. Clark, elected.April 3^ 1871 

1873 
18^5 


Theophiles L. Clark, elected. April 7 

Theophiles L. Clark, elected...'".""""April 5’ 

elected 


Theophiles L. Clark, 


April.., 1877 

1879 
1881 


Albert Alius, elected. . Anril 

Albert Alius, elected. . aSS 7 

Thomas F. Dale, elected. . Anril 2’ 

Coleman Keeler, elected...’ .Anril 6 ? 

James Wolcott, Junior, elected Anlil * 

Henry B. Lautzenheiser, elected.“ZZ'-'-ZApril Z 




1887 
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Henry B. Lautzenheiser, elected.April 6, 1891 

Coleman Keeler, elected.April, 1893 

A. W. Eckert, elected.April, 1895 

James Wolcott, Junior, elected.April, 1897 

John A. Smith, elected .. .April, 1899 

John A. Smith, elected.April, 1901 

John A. Smith, elected.November, 1903 

Albert Alius, elected.November, 1905 

H. P. McGovern, elected. November, 1907 

John A. Smith, elected.November, 1909 

John A. Smith, elected.November, 1911 

Calvin Love, elected. November, 1913 

John Pauken, elected.November, 1915 

John A. Smith, elected.November. 1917 

John A. Smith, elected.November. 1919 

Louis Pilliod, elected.November, 1921 

John A. Smith, elected. November, 1923 

John A. Smith, elected.November, 1925 


^^■^■HPOARD OF HEALTH 

The first Board of 1Health for Maumee City was cre¬ 
ated by the Council April 15th. 1840. The board consisted 
of three members, one from each ward. First Ward, Dr. J. 
H. Vanevery; Second W T ard, Dr. Dewight; Third Ward, 
George S. Hazard. March 31st, 1854, the Board of Health 
submitted the following report: 

‘‘To the Honorable Mayor and Council: < entlemen, 
we, the Board of Health oi Maumee City, respectfully re¬ 
port that the year ending March 31. 1854, has been a year 
of general good health. We have not been visited by the 
pestilence that walketh. nor the destruction that wasteth at 
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noonday. Still twenty-eight of those we once associated 
with we shall see here no more/’ 

A report of the Board pi Health submitted to the Coun¬ 
cil April 1, 1855, for the year ending March 31, 1855, the 
number of deaths were 144. Place of nativity: United 
Si-ates 66, Germany 45, Ireland 18, Scotland 1, England 4, 
Prance 3, unknown 7. Signed: Dr. H. Conant, P. C. Holt, 
Board of Health, by J. M. Felt, city clerk/’ 


FIRE COMPANY ORGANIZATION 

April 25th, 1843, the following petition was presented 
to the city Council, which on leave was read: 

“To the Honorable Mayor and Council of Maumee 
City. Gentlemen: Your petitioners respectfully ask your 
E i morable Body to organize us as a fire company under the 
constitution herewith submitted: Signed, Henry Reed, Jr., 

H. F. Waite, Wm. Limbrick, R. A. Forsyth, Israel Cham¬ 
pion, Samuel Harrington, Thomas Clark 2nd. W. S. Kenady, 
Samuel M. Young, H. A. Forsyth, E. Mathews, George L. 
Bacon, D. F. Cook, Morrison R. Waite. This company 
shall be known as the ‘Protection Fire Company of Mau¬ 
mee City. The officers of the company shall consist of a 

foreman, assistant foreman, secretary, treasurer and 
steward.” 

The Protection Fire Company of Maumee City met for 
organization Wednesday evening, May 26, 1843. On mo- 
ion, C. Mathews was elected chairman and Henry Reed, 

n o s ^ c ^ ary ^he meeting. On motion of Thomas 

n e meeting proceeded to elect officers. On bal- 
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loting, C. Mathews was elected foreman, William Limbrick 
assistant foreman, II. F. Waite secretary, and H. H. For¬ 
syth treasurer. ()n motion of H. F. Waite the assembly 
proceeded to elect members. The following members were 
elected: J. <'. Allen, Dennison Steele, Elisha Mack, David 
Taylor, C. S. Ramsay, C. B. Perkins, E. S. Frost, J. De- 
F t, D. P. Brown, F. E. Kertland, Charles M. Richardson* 
Felix Callett, Henry lteed, Morrison R. Waite, T. ('lark, 
H. F. Waite, Thomas Clark 2nd. 

>n motion of Morrison R. Waite a committee of three 
was appointed go draft and report by-laws for the govern¬ 
ment of the company. Messrs. Clark, Limbrick and Bacon 
were appointed; by-laws were drafted, reported and adopted 
The Maumee City Protection Fire Company continued in 
force for many years. On September 14, 1863, the Fire 
Company presented a petition to the city Council by Wil¬ 
liam Dicks, signed by Edward Mitchell and others, asking 
for an appropriation of $30(100 tor the purpose of assisting 
the members to uniform themselves, and on motion was re¬ 
ported to the committee on ways and means, who reported 
in favor of granting the prayer of the petitioners, which on 
motion was granted, and the clerk directed to draw an order 
for $300.00 in favor of Captain < l. W. Reynolds and Lieu¬ 
tenant Wm. Dicks for the purpose of uniforming the Fire 
Company. 


WATER POWER 

The first effort to utilize the water of the Miami and 
Erie canal was taken by the Council of Maumee City on 
February 6, 1841, for the construction o a canal on Kings- 
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bury Street, thirty feet in width and four feet in depth, for 
navigable and hydraulic purposes. The Ford Street canal 
was authorized to be constructed by the Maumee City 
Council September 14, 1842. These canals were constructed 
by authority of the Maumee City Council and discrimi- 
nately assessed against the abutting property. February 7, 
1842, the mayor was authorized and empowered to execute 
in the name and under the seal of the City of Maumee such 
instrument of conveyance in writing as may be necessary 
to vest in the State of (»hio the right of using the Kingsbury 
Street canal and channel for hydraulic purposes, so long as 
the said State of Ohio shall permit the water from the 
Miami and Erie canal to pass into and along said Kings¬ 
bury Street canal and channel; provided that nothing herein 
contained shall be so constructed as to authorize any con¬ 
veyance which shall prevent the free use of said Kingsbury 
Street canal by all persons for the purpose of navigation. 

PLANK ROAD COMPANY 

Maumee City, in 1849, organized a plank road com¬ 
pany and subscribed $10,000.00 of the capital stock. On 
the 14th day of May, 1849, at an election held for the sub¬ 
scription of the stock resulted in 107 votes for the subscrip¬ 
tion and 10 votes against. Edward Mitchell, Robert A. For¬ 
syth, J. Austin Scott and 1 reebornf Potter were appointed 
diivetor> oi and in said plank road company in behalf 
of Maumee City. In August of the same year the company 
aw arded to Cornelius Van Fleet, Samuel Wagoner an< 1 Ar- 
chilles Blaker the contract for the construction of a plank 
road, beginning at Knaggs Street, at the east line of Mau- 
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mee City, thence along Detroit Street, Wolcott Street, Waite 
Avenue and Wayne Street, thence to Swanton in Lucas 
County. 

WAYNE STREET MACADAMIZED 

W T ayne Street was improved by macadamizing in 1865, 
and the abutting property paid 25c per front foot. Wol¬ 
cott Street was macadamized in 1866. River gravel was the 
material used for the improvement of the streets. 

The first council room and jail were erected for Mau¬ 
mee City in 1866 • t a cost of $525.00. the sauie Ibudding 
that stands in the rear of the city hall. 

MONEY FOR COURT HOUSE RETURNED 

Upon the removal oi the county seat rom Maumee 
City to Toledo in 1852 the commissioners, under the advice 
of the Attorney Ceneral of Ohio, returned $9,265.00 to the 
citizens of Maumee City, which was distributed as follows: 
Dr. Oscar White, $100.00; James Wolcott, $100.00; John E. 
Hunt, $3,000.00; George Richardson, $100.00; J. H. Bron¬ 
son, $100.00; W r m. St. Clair, $100.00; John Hall, $50.00; 
James W. Converse, $50.00; Samuel M. Young and Morri¬ 
son R. Waite, $259.40; Thomas Clark 2nd, $552.58; Andrew 
Young, $100.00; A. H. Ewing’s Estate, $2,000.00; D. F. 
Cook, $201.00; George B. Knaggs, $10( .00; James H. For¬ 
syth, $40.00; R. A. Forsyth. $500.X); Horatio Conant, 
$132.00; Horrace Waite, $250J 0; C. E. P. Hunt, $100.00; 
Isaac Hull, $250.00; Samuel Wagoner, $25.00. 

This list is of interest as showing whom were the enter¬ 
prising citizens to whom Maumee City was largely indebted 
for the county seat of twelve years. 
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RIVER BRIDGE 

The construction of the first bridge across the river at 
Maumee. City was undertaken in 1838, when Samuel M. 
Young and Isaac Hull constructed a wooden structure, on 
cribs built of logs and filled with riprap stone for piers. 
This bridge stood one year when it was taken with high 
water and ice. In 1840 it was rebuilt and in 1849 it was 
again taken out with the high water and ice. That same 
year a more substantial structure was undertaken and con¬ 
structed witli stone piers. It was a covered bridge with two 
wagon tracks, closed on the north end with large double 
gates, anil a residence for the toll collector. Early in 1877 
the commissioners of Lucas and Wood Counties began ne¬ 
gotiating with the owners for the purchase of the old wooden 
toll bridge, and on (»ctober 3rd of the same year it was 
opened to the public as a free thoroughfare. In 1880 the 
iron bridge was erected, and on February 6th, 1884, two 
spans of the iron bridge were taken away with the high 
w r ater and ice. 


B/ PTIST CHURCH 

! his church was among the early organizations of 
Maumee City. It was incorporated February 10th, 1838. 
Solomon Johnson, Jerimia Peck, Daniel F. Cook, Caleb S. 
Henderson and Samuel Divine being the incorporators by 
1 11 naniL ‘ die hirst Baptist Church and Society of Mau¬ 
mee City. The following year quite a capacious edifice was 
erected on lot No. 9 in the first plat of Maumee City. 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The Catholic priests were among the early workers 
within the municipal limits of Maumee City. The Rev. 
Father ddmund Burk was probably the first priest to exer¬ 
cise Episcopal functions at Fort Miami, at the foot of the 
rapids of the Maumee, soon after Wayne’s victory of the 
.ndians in 1794. Father Burk worked among the early 
Christians and Indians as a missionary. In the spring oi 
1841 the Rev. Jose] >h McNamee began the erection of a 
permanent orga ization ot a Catholic parish when lie pur¬ 
chased an unfinished building 35 by 65 feet, which stood on 
lot No. 62 in the first plat, from the Episcopalians, and fin¬ 
ished the building at a cost o:i about $1,0h0.O0 when com¬ 
pleted. The church was dedicated to St. Joseph in 1847. 
The Rev. Sabastian Saner was appointed the first resident 
pastor of the Maumee parish. In 1853 the church was en¬ 
larged by the Rev. Phillip Pflum. In 1888 the Rev. J. B. 
Mertis erected the new brick church and on June 24 the 
corner stone was blessed by Bishop Gilmore. The first ser¬ 
vices were held in the new edifice on Christmas dav of the 

«J 

same year. 

The parsonage was erected in 1901 by the Rev. Francis 
J. Pfyl. The new church was dedicated on June 11th 1892, 
by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. F. M. Boif. The first parish school 
was established in 1855 by the Rev. N. Roupp. James B. 
Moloney was the first teacher. The new Crick school build¬ 
ing and auditorium was erected in 1913 by the Rev. Thomas 
Redding and was dedicate*I on the 18th day of January 
following by the Rt. Rev. Joseph Schrembs, Bishop. 
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ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

This church was incorporated the 14th day of March, 
1836. by the name and style of the Protestant Episcopal 
('liurch and Society of Maumee and Miami City. James 
Wolcott, Sr., Robert A. Forsyth, leorge S. Hazard, Nathan 
Rathbon, Amos Pratt, James H. Forsyth, T. E. Kirtland 
and * leorge B. Knaggs were the incorporators. The chlurch 
was erected, on Wayne Street in 1841 and is still occupied. 
The Rev. Wm. Banks is pastor. 

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The preachers of the Methodist denomination were 
among the earliest workers in the Maumee Valley, doing 
special and temporary services. Almost with the beginning 
)i Maumee City Methodism began within its limits. Three 
years alter Maumee City was platted in 1817, and only 
seven years alter the siege of Fort Meigs in 1813 we find 
the first conference record in 1820. In that year the Mau¬ 
mee charge was.an appointment on the Detroit circuit. Le¬ 
banon District, Ohio Conference, and was served by John 
P. Kent, pastor, and James B. Finley, presiding elder. It 
continued a part of the Detroit circuit until 1826, when it 
''.I' placed ithin the bounds of the newly formed Mlonroe 
circuit. In 1836 the Michigan conference was organized 
and Maumee District was formed with John James as pre¬ 
siding elder and Cyrus Brooks, preacher, in charge of the 
Maumee and Perrysburg circuit. In 1840 the North Ohio 
Conference was organized and the Maumee District con¬ 
tinued, but at his time Maumee had become a station with 
Jonathan E. Chaplin as pastor. 
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The first class at Man nee City of this Society was or¬ 
ganized in 1833 by the Rev. Elijah H. Pelcher, who was in 
chaige of Mlonroe Circuit. 1 he members of the class were 
James Jackson, wife and daughter; Mrs. Maria White, Mrs. 
Mary S. Hunt, Miss Sophia Hedges, Mrs. Henry S. Com- 
mager and Jacob Spangler. I ie lirst church was erected in 
1837 by the Rev. L. B. Gurley, the presiding elder. The 
new brick building was erected in 1918 by the Rev. F. T. 
Champion, who was in arge of the parish. This beauti- 

i ’I <>ld house of worship can boast a continuous occupancy 
of eighty years. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The Pioneer Protestant church in mission effort at the 
i > )t of the Rapids was the Presbyterian, both with the white 
tnm tier men and the Indians. The firs' movement for the 
prea Ling of the gospel oi which we have any record of in 
this part oi Ohio was | Pat which had its origin on tlie 9th 
ay of January, 1820, wdien the first Presbyterian Church 
of Maumee City was organized by a little band of worstlipers 
gathered at the schoolhouse at Orleans of the North, near 
Fort Meigs. The First Presbyterian Church of Christ in 
the township of Waynesfielb. Ohio, was constituted on tiie 
Lord’s Day, January 9th. in the year of our Lord one thou¬ 
sand eight hundred and twenty. “Then they that, feared the 
Lord spoke often one to another, and the Lord harkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him lor them that feared the Lord and thought upon His 

name.” Malacki 3:16. So reads the first page o the 
Church record. 
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The history of the Church is divided into two darts, 
that of the original organization in 1820, and the reorgan¬ 
ization in November, 1836. At the meeting at the school- 
house in 1820 the Rev. Burgess presided. and the following 
name*I persons formed the charter list: Samuel Spafford, 
Catherine Spatford, Aurory Spafford, Olive Spafford, Ho¬ 
ratio Conant, Eunice Nearing, Elisha Martindale, Clara 
Martindale, Thomas McGrath, Eunice McGrath, Solomon 
Cross. Mr. Barlow ami Mr. Baldwin were present but did 
not feel at liberty to join. 

The articles of faith and covenant were drawn up by 
Rev. Hunter, a missionary irom the General Assembly, and 
adopted. Samuel Cross, Samuel Spafford and Thomas Mc- 
rath were elected elders; Aurory Spafford Horatio Conant 
and Elisha Martindale were chosen deacons. They were 
solemnly admonished by Rev. MonteitH.H|HlfHHH 

The church was maintained as a mission in connection 
with the River Raisin (Monroe, Mich.) settlement, and was 
served by a young licentiate named Kent. But on February 

- V“V 1 V 

19th, 1827, the church was receive*! into the Presbytery of 
Huron. After 1828 there seems to have been a period of 
storm for several pages of the record book are missinp But 
on December 25, 1836, the church was reorganized with 27 
members at a meeting of delegates and ministers held at 
Perrjsburg, and the Rev. J. W. Alvord was pastor. There 
has been a long list of pastors, among them such noted men 
as Rev. Joseph Badger, chaplain to Gen. William Henry 
Harrison, Rev. Charles Richards, whose three sons entered 
into the ministry; Rev. P. C. Baldwin and Rev. Mark Rich¬ 
ardson, w r ho served this church in 1855. 
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The present church building was erected in 1837, and 
was I milt m ground once used lor a cemetery, but most 01 
tiie bodies interred there were removed to other burial places. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 

What is known as St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church at Maumee City was the second church of this de¬ 
nomination in Lucas County. I r was organized in 1851 and 
in 1852 the oresent building was constructed into a church 
by the Rev. it. Mark Schoeffel, who continued in active ser¬ 
vice as pastor until 1858 when the Rev. A. Peters was en¬ 
gaged to supply this pulpit. This arrangement continued 
one year. In 1859 th|e Rev. A. Kleinegees accepted the call 
to the pastorate and continued until October, 1864; he was 
succeeded by the Rev. C. F. ivaeding, who continued to be 

flfe ‘ 

pastor until 1896, when the Rev. C. Ida became pastor, l ie 
filled the pulpit for die next fourteen years. In 1910 the 
Rev. F. W. Deitz took charge and has specially attached 
himself to the people of Maumee by the active interes T 
taken by him in the general welfare of the community as 
connected with the promotion of sound, morals and the 
maintenance of good order. 

BANKS 

The first legally organized bank in Lucas < lounty was 
the Maumee City Insurance Company Bank at Maumee 
City. It was chartered by the < 'hio Legislature in 1838 
with a capital stock of $250 000.00 in shares of $100 .'0 each 
made up as follows: 156< ( shares w T ere Kentucky stock- 
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holders; 840 shares from Maumee City, and 100 shares from 
lit. Wayne, Ind. It was organized with James H. Forsyth; 
as president and J. T. Guthrie as cashier. ()f the stock 5%, 
$12,500.00 , was paid in, constituting The working capital of 
the hank. Four denominations of bills were issued. $1.00, 
$2.00, $3.00 and $5.00. 

STATE SAVINGS BANK 

The State Savings Bank (Company of Maumee was in¬ 
corporated in February, 1906, by F. A. Graham, H. E. 
Riggs, Edward T. Muney, G. H. Blaker and Lovell B. 
Rhonehouse, and was opened for business the 22nd lay of 
July, 1308. Tile first officers were F. W. Bainbridge, pres¬ 
ident; G. H. Blaker, vice-president; Lovell B. Rhonehouse, 
secretary, treasurer and cashier. The officers in 191b were 
S. J. Eckenr 1 e, president; J. A. Heilman, first vice-presi- 

d it; Frank ' ann, second vice-president, and Lovell B. 
Rhonehouse, cashier. 


LUCAS COUNTY CHILDREN’S IOME 

hi' home is situated within ti e corporated limits of 
the village of Maumee. The first board of trustees held its 
irst session March 12, 1890. The board consisted of S. C. 
Schenck, A. E. Rood and F. B. Shoemaker. The land for 
the institution had been purchased previous to this and the 
uilding erected by the county commissioners. The board 
of trustees, having now come into control of the plant, 
elected as it' Superintendent April 12, 1890 Mr Williar 
Burge of Maumee, with Mrs. Burge as mat™. ' Mr. and 
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Mrs. Burge remained in charge of the Home for one year 
and then gave place to Mr. and Mrs. Rinaldo Robbins, who 
remained one year. Superintendent and Mrs. Robbins then 
gave place no Mr. and Mrs. John K. Niesz. Mrs. Niesz 
died in 1897. She was succeeded as matron by her daugh¬ 
ter, Mrs. Flora V. Stanley, who discharged the duties until 
April 1, 1904, when she and her father. Superintendent 
Niesz, retired, giving place to Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Brown, 
the present incumbents. 

The first child received into the institution was John 
Johnson, a colored Roy, who came September 9. 1890. Sev¬ 
eral other children came directly after this from the county 
infirmary, where they had been awaiting the opening oi 

the Home. 


BOUNTY PAID 

1 take this opportunity for presenting the records of 
Maumee City in relation to the grea 1 struggle between 
slavery and freedom, ireason and loyalty, which drenched 
the nation in blood for four long years. Therefore it may 
be fitting to improve this oppor : unity so far as may Re 
appropriate in the recognition of the faithful support of 
the Government. < »n the first day of August, 1864, the citi¬ 
zens of Maumee City, through its representatives in the 
city Council, appropriated $1,000.00 for the purpose ot 
creating a county fund to pay volunteers to the federal 
cause, and it was directed that a bounty oi $100.00 be paid 
to each recruit enliste< 1 am 1 credited to the quota oi Mau¬ 
mee City, on the President’s call of December 19th, 1864, 
for three hundred thousand men. A. 1L Plant and Rinaldo 
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Robbins were appointed as a committee to engage some per¬ 
son to act as agent in getting recruits. 

FIRST CUSTOMS HOUSE 

The port of entry for the district of Miami for the 
collection oi customs was established at Maumee City in 
1818, it being the first customs house opened in the Maumee 
Valley. The office was located on Waite Avenue (Canal 
Streeti near the intersection of Dudley Street. The business 
being substantially limited to Maumee City and Perrysburg. 
The early setltler had hope of a great future for the territory 
adjacent to the Maumee River; Port Miami was considered 
to be the coming commercial point at the western Termina¬ 
tion ot Lake Erie. It was believed that the commerce and 
tr: lit must renter at Miami. The speculation fever at that 
time induced large investments in docks and warehouses, 
there being seven docks and the same number of warehouses 
on the Maumee channel. The business of receiving an< for¬ 
warding merchandise had largely increased and was con- 
<entrated at Miami. At that time all merchandise and 
freight of every kind and nature, for Ft. Wayne, Ind., and 
all the up-river country, came west by boat, and entirely 

by the way of the Maumee River, and chiefly to Maumee 
City and Perrysburg. 

DOCKS 

In 1836 W. W. Muinford began the building of a dock 
and the erection of a warehouse at Port Miami, situated at 
t e foot of Hubble Street, and for several years carried on 
a forwarding and commission business. There was also a 
dock constructed and a warehouse erected at that time near 
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riH ‘>i 1 • i]>|>in Street, an ; Judge James Wolcott builf»i 
a dock and a large warehouse on River Tract No. 21 This 
dock was designated as the |jpper Steamboat Landing. 
Judge Wolcott was for many years engaged in the forward¬ 
ing and commission business, and in 1839 built the steam¬ 
boat “General Harrison,” a passenger boat of 250 tons bur¬ 
den. He also built a boat named the “James Wolcott’ at 
this dock. 

The present American House was then situated on Wol- 
>tt Street near die Upper Steamboat Landing. There were 
also a dock built and a warehouse erected east of Williams 
Street; and a dock and wareiiouse at the foot of Dudley 
Street; o le at the foo r j of Broadway; also one situated at 
the foot of Gibbs Street. 

Before and until the Miami and Erie Canal was com¬ 
pleted into the river at Manhattan in 1845, Maumee City 
was the principal slapping point on the river. When the 
side cut from the main line o: the canal was finished into 
the river at Maumee 'itv in May, 1842, the river transpor¬ 
tation business was very extensive from the Maumee port 
until 1845, when the canal boats passed down the main line 
to Toledo. The first canal boat passed through Maumee 
City on the 8th day of May, 1843. The name of the boat 
was the “Albert S. White.” The first boat to pass through 
Maumee City from Cincinnati took place June 27. 1845. 
Abner L. Backus was appointed the first canal collector at 
Maumee City in April. 1844. 

The number of boats passing through Maumee City 
in 1848 were 3753. The first packet arrived at Maumee 
City June 30th, 1847. 
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Street * near the intersection of Dudley Street. The business 
being substantially limited to Maumee City and Perrysburg. 
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the foot of Tappin Street, and Judge James Wolcott built 
a dock and a large warehouse on River Tract No. 21 This 
dock was designated as the Upper Steamboat Landing. 
Judge Wolcott was for many years engaged in the forward¬ 
ing and commission business, and in 1839 built the steam¬ 
boat “General Harrison,” a passenger boat of 250 tons bur¬ 
den. He also built a boat named the “James Wolcott’ at 
this dock. 

The present American I louse was then situated on Wol¬ 
cott Street near the Upper Steamboat Landing. There were 
also a dock built and a warehouse erected east of Williams 
Street; and a dock and warehouse at the foot of Dudley 
Street; one at the foot of Broadway; also one situated at 
the foot of Gibbs Street. 


Before and until the Miami and Erie Canal was com¬ 
pleted into the river at Manhattan in 1845, Maumee City 
was the principal shipping point on the river. When the 
side cut from the main line of the canal was finished into 
the river at Maumee City in May, 1842, the river transpor¬ 
tation business was very extensive from the Maumee port 
until 1845, when the canal boats passed down the main line 
to Toledo. The first canal boat passed through Maumee 
City on the 8th day of May. 1843. The name of the boat 
was the “Albert S. White.” The first boat to pass through 
Maumee City from Cincinnati took place June 27, 1845. 
Abner L. Backus was appointed the first canal collector at 
Maumee City in April, 1844. 

The number of boats passing through Maumee City 
in 1848 were 3753. The first packet arrived at Maumee 
Qity June 30th, 1847. 
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G. A. R. 

Charles B. Mitchell Post No. 48 was organized June 
9th, 1881. with seventeen charter members. J. E. Wilcox 
was chosen the first commander; Charles Rodd, S. V.; Wm. 
Kimmell, J. V.; Wm. Perrin, Chaplain; Samuel W. Cass, 
Officer of the Day; J. N. Blumburg, Quartermaster. The 
officers in 1918 were Horrace W. Hunt, Commander; Frank 
Richardson, S. V.; Andrew Shinke, J. V.; Charles Rodd. 
Quartermaster; A. W. Benskin, Officer of the Fay; John 
Farner, Officer of Ihe Guard; Albert Alius, Adjutant; Allen 
Spaulding, Chaplain. 


THE JUNCTION RAILROAD 


The pioneer railroad of Northwestern ( hio, the Junc¬ 
tion Railroad Company, a project of the Maumee Valley, 
was organized in the year 185(1. This road was a rival for 
the jljoledo, Norwalk and Cleveland, its line running from 
Cleveland via Elyria, Sandusky, Port Clinton, Millbury, 
Perrysburg, Maumee City, to Swanton, where it was de¬ 
signed to connect with the airline branch of the Michigan 
>nuthern nd North In liana Road, and this to consti¬ 


tute a cut-off and a diversion of the traffic. The construc¬ 
tion of the road was undertaken and proceeded as fast as 
me means of the company would permit, until 1853 when 
it was consolidated with its rival, and the Cleveland and 
Toledo Road thus formed. The main reliance of the Junc¬ 
tion Road for the construction depende< 1 largelv upon town 
and county subscriptions to their stock. John E. Hunt, 
George W. Reynolds and John Fitch were appointed to 
take charge of the matter of securing subscriptions of stock. 
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These gentlemen being residents of Maumee City and men 

of influence and integrity, soon aroused in the citizens an 

enthusiasm far beyond the height of imagination for a rapid 

growth and better opportunities for its citizens, so much so 

that the mayor was induced to issue the following procla¬ 
mation: 

“The qualified electors of Maumee City are hereby 
notified that an election will be held on Saturday, the 26th 
instant, to vote for or against subscription by Maumee City 
ot 850,000.00 to the capital stock of the Junction Railroad 
Company. liven under my hand and seal t his 15th day of 
April, 1851. Signed—Horace Thatcher, Mayor.” 

I he result ot the election was 170 votes for the sub¬ 
scription and four votes against the subscription. < >n May 
2 nd the mayor was directed by the Council to make and 
properly execute as such mayor a negotiable bond or bonds 
1 the said sum of $50,000.0(1, payable to the said Junction 
Rail Road Company, interest, not to exceed seven per cent. 
George W. Reynolds was on that, day appointed, and con¬ 
stitute the Agent ot Maumee City to appear at the meet¬ 
ing of the stockholders of the Junction Rail Road Company 
at Elyria, and to cast the votes upon all questions which 
may be taken at such meeting, to which saict Maumee City 
as a stockholder in said company may be entitled. Rail 
Road Company’s receipt for Maumee City’s subscription 
received of the mayor of Maumee City by the hand of 
George W. Reynolds, a bond for $50,000.o0 in full for one 
thousand shares of sjtock subscribed by said mayor to the 
capital stock of the Junction Rail Road Company. Junc¬ 
tion Rail Road office, Elyria, June 2nd. 1851. E. 1 "ewitt, 
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Treasurer of Junction Rail Road Company. A true copy, 
attest Edward Mitchell, Recorder. Fifty bonds of $l,000.0p 
each payable in fourteen years with interest at seven -p er 
cent, made payable to the Ohio Insurance and Trust Com¬ 
pany, New York City. 

Marcli 6th. 1854, the Maumee City Council granted to 
the Cleveland and Toledo Rail Road Company a right of 
way in and along the center line o ! Allen Street, that said 
company is to maintain a depot for passengers and freight 
between Erie and John Streets. This road was designed to 
be constructed along the center line of Allen Street and 
across the river. The bridge was a wooden structure fifty 
feet high ami seven hundred and seventy-seven •777) feet 
long, and remained in place about twenty years, with large 

piers extending from the river across the lowland to Har¬ 
rison Avenue. 

THE FIRST COUNTY BUILDINGS 

The court house was erected in 1840, and on June 4th. 

1866, the Maumee City Council transferred by good and 

sufficient warranty deed lots Numbers 104. 105, 106 ami 124, 

including the old abandoned Lucas County buildings, to 

di' trustees of the Central Ohio Conference for a seminary. 

These buildings had been occupied for that purpose since 

September, IS 4. The buildings were in use as a seminary 
for thirteen years, until 1874. 

The first county jail was constructed by the Lucas 
County commissioners at Maumee City in 1845, at a cost 
of $4,500.00. Isaac Hull was the builder. It was situated 
on lot No. 124 in Hunt and Beaugrand’s Addition. 


The Old Lucas County Courthouse 
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THE EARLIEST PERIOD OF MAUMEE CITY 

In common with the Ifortliwestern territory now em¬ 
braced within the State of Ohio. The Indians were the 
earliest occupants of this region. In 1794 there was quite 
an extensive Indian village where Maumee City is situated. 
Previous to the War of 1812 the foot of the rapids had been 
inhabited by a considerable population of white settlers for 
the purpose of establishing for themselves a home, and for 
carrying on business and trade. In fixing the date of the 
first white settler within the limits of Maumee City, it is 
necessary to start in the year 1680 wdien Count DeFronti- 
nac, the Governor of Canada, sent out parties for the pur¬ 
pose of establishing posts and stores, for occupancy an<I 
trade. Some of these parties found i heir way to the hanks 
of the Maumee River and erectec a stockade, and estab¬ 
lished a trading post in what is now the Third Ward ofl 

Maumee City, and substantially on the location of Fort 

f %/ 

Miami (CampbellI, which was later occupied by the British 
in 1794, and again in 1812 and 18|3. It is, therefore, prob¬ 
able that the earliest settlers of (>hio were in Maumee City. 
Previous to the War of 1812 there were many French and 
American families settled within a circumference of four 
or five miles <>t the foot of the rapids. They were engaged 
in agriculture, and in the extensive Indian trade that the 
natural advantages of the place afforded. 

The settlers in this vicinity, upon the breaking out of 
the war, suffered severely from depredations of the Indians, 
by the loss of their improvements and crops. Soon after 
the commencement of the war, these first settlers of the 
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Maumee territory were all driven off by the British and 
Indians. Their homes were burnt and their habitations de¬ 
stroyed, but soon after the withdrawal of the British at 
Fort Miami (Campbell i and peace was restored, the inhab¬ 
itants began to return. Many Americans and French settled 
at the foot of the rapids. These settlements formed at 
Orleans of the North and Maumee City. Among those were 
J. B. Beaugrand, Mr. Lapoint and Peltier. The Americans 
were James Carlin and family, William and Andrew Race, 
three families of Ewings, Mr. Carter, 1 >avid Hull, a trader 
and tavern-keeper, and his sister. The Indiana trade was 
extensive; the quantity of 'urs and peltries collected here 
by the Indian traders at Miami was very large. When tue 
war broke out in 1812 there were sixu r -seven white families 
residing at the foot of the rapids. 

THE CAPTURE OF DR. McKEEHAN 

On receiving information of the defeat of 1 ieneral W in¬ 
chester and the massacre of his troops at the River Raisin 
i Monroe, Mich.) on January 22, 1813, General Harrison 
immediately issued an order directing Dr. McKeeha to 
hasten to the relief of the wounded and the j iso lers wit: 

medicine and monev. Dr. McKeeban was accompanied 

%/ 

the trip by a guide and a guard, and was iurnisl with 
credentials rom General Harrison addressed to any British 
officer whom he might meet, describing his errand. The 
night overtaking jjthem, they halted at the foot of the Mau¬ 
mee Rapids to take a few hours rest in a vacant cabin 
upon the north bank of the river, about fitty r ' tth 
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the present bridge. The cariole in which they traveled was 
le t at the door with a flag of truce on v, but they were 
discovered in the night by a party of Indians, accompanied, 
it is said, by a British officer. The guard was killed; the 
Doctor and the guide were taken to Molden where the 
Doctor was thrown into prison jby Proctor and loaded 
with irons. 

Historical records show that on the 7th day of April, 
1790. «reneral Wilkinson dispatched two messengers, Free¬ 
man and perard. from Port Washington to the Indians on 
die Maumee, but they were captured, taken for spies and 
were murdered near -lie Indian Village below the foot of 
the Rapids. 


THE FIRST MAIL 

The first mail to be delivered to the people at the foot 
oi the Rapids of tlie Maumee took place in 18U3. by way 
oi Cleveland and along the old Indian trail to Sandusky, 
Fort Miami, Riven Raisin (Monroe) to Detroit. 

The first officer exercising civil authority in the Mau¬ 
mee Valley was Amos Spaflford, postmaster of the first post 
oitire established at (Miami) Maumee in 1810. His com¬ 
mission was signed by Gideon Granger, Postmaster (feneral. 
It may be proper to mention here that from February, 1813, 
until May, 1815, there was a military post office at Fort 
Meigs, and for two years the post office at Miami was 
abandoned. Almon Gibbs was in charge of the post office 
at Miami after the war. His compensation for the year 
1816, according to the official records of the Post Office 
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Department, amounted to $14.28. February. 1824. the office 
at fort Miami was moved to t ie first plat of Maumee, 
which constituted Maumee City. In 182 i a mail route was 
established from Port Miami 'Maumee Cityi up the river 
through 1 defiance io Fort Wayne, thence to St. Marys and 
to Piqua. The carrier, Thomas Driver, made the round 
journey every two weeks on horseback. Letters directed to 
Fort Meigs after 183 5 were delivered at Miami. 

Vehicles for carrying the mail and passengers began to 
be used in 1827. Late in the year of 183n provisions were 
made for a daily line of stage coaches between Buffalo and 
Detroit, crossing the river at the Maumee ford. The first 
coach passed through Maumee City January 2. 1831. stop¬ 
ping at the Maumee City post office and Tremainsville, 
where Detroit Avenue crosses Ten Mile Creek. Prior to 
1834 the post office at Maumee City was the distributing 
point for mail for all the up-river territory as far as Provi¬ 
dence. For many years one John ' 'men was the mail car¬ 
rier, going to Providence once a week on foot. 

EARLY NAVIGATION OF THE MAUMEE 

With the close of the War of 1813, Maumee' fity became 
an important point in the commercial business of the country. 
From the book of the collector of this Port in 1839 we have 
taken the following memoranda: The first vessel that took 
her papers rom the Customs House after this District was 
create^ i was the "Black Snake’’ scliooner, 23 tons burthen, 
Jacob Wilkson, master, trading regularly at this Port. Then 
followed the same year, 1818, the ‘‘Sally/’ 7 tons burthen, 
Wm. Prat, master. In 1819 the “Saucy Jane,’’ 15 tons, 
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Jacob Wilkson, master; the “Walter,” 10 tons, Amos S. 
Reed, master, and the “Leopard,” 18 tons, John Baldwin 
master. In 1823 was entered the “Happy Return,” John 
Baldwin, master, 12 tons burthen, and the “Wapoghkonette,” 
of 12 tons burthen, Isaac Richardson, master. In 1824 the 
“Vermillion,” 34 tons, John Baldwin, master, and the 
“Packet of Miami,” 15 tons, Almon Reed, master. In 1825 
the “Lady Washington,” 40 tons, Almon Reed, master, and 
the “< luerrierre,” 41 tons, David Wilkison, master. In 1828 
the “Eagle,” 49 tons, David Wilkison, master. In 1829 the 
“Firefly,” 23 tons, Luther Harvey, master. In 1830 the 
“Essex,” 30 tons, Henry Brooks, master. In 1831 the “In¬ 
dependence,” 26 tons, James Foster, master, and the “Mary 
(falvin,” 9 tons, Wm. Austen, master. In 1834 the “Mer¬ 
chant,” 74 tons, Amos Pratt, master. May 30, 1835, the 
steamboat “Commodore Perry,” owned by the Perrysburg 
Steamboat Company, and commanded by Capt. David 
Wilkison, 352 burthen; the schooner Carolina,” 42 tons 
burthen, Wm. O. Marsh, commander. In 1836 the schooner 
“Gazelle," Anson Reed, master; the “Walter Joy,” D. P. 
Dickinson, master, 123 tons; the “John Hollister,” 86 tons, 
Justice Bailey, master, and the steamboat “Oliver New¬ 
berry” and the “Andrew Jackson” of Detroit. " 

The port ot entry for the District of Miami remained 
at Maumee City until February 3rd, 1846, when it was 
removed to Toledo. 

VESSELS BUILT AT MAUMEE CITY 

Tin river front, extending from the upper steamboat 
landing in Wolcott’s Addition to Corry Street, was for more 
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than ten years nearly a continuous shipbuilding yard. A 
list 01 vessels built at Maumee City and sailing from that 
port are: The “Merchant,” 75 tons burthen, built in 1834; 
the “Tippicanoe,” 50 tons, built in 1836; the “Marra,” 100 
tons, 1836; the “Ottawa,” 130 tons, 1837; the “Oregon,” 170 
tons, 1837; the “Chippewa,” 25 tons, 1837; the “Tom Cor¬ 
win,” 25 tons, 1840; the “Ireland,” 100 tons, 1846; the 
“Chesapeake,” 412 tons, 1838. The steam passenger boat,. 
•'< General Harrison/’ 326 tons, built in 1840. The “Troy,” 
547 tons, 1845, and the “James Wolcott,” 100 tons, 1843. 

HIGH WATER ON THE MAUMEE 

I he Maumee liver, the outlet of various other steams 
of considerable size and extent), has always oeen in the habit 
of getting on a rampage, overflowing its banks, and the 
destruction jot property sometimes would be very great. At 
the breaking up o 1 the ice several lloods of note are recorded. 
In 1832 the flood swept away much of the town o Orleans 
of the North. In 1839 the high water and ice swept away 
the irst river bridge, and in 1847 was very high, covering 
the Riverside Cemetery. That of 1849 on March 7 die 
highest water then known in the Maumee River in i-onnec- 
tion with the breaking of the ice, carried away the toll 
bridge and destroyed the warehouses at Miami. In 1855 
the water and ice was eight feet deep on the island between 
Maumee City and Perrysburg. In 1884 on February 8, the 
high water and ice carried aw^ay two spans of the iron bridge 
across the river, and the ice was twelve feet high on the big 
island. In 1903 the Riverside Cemetery w T as covered with 
eight feet of ice and every monument save two was broken 
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down. The highest water that had then been known in the 
Maumee River without ice occurred in 1913. 


GAME AND FISH 


ptl|rhroughout the earlier years of western sett lement, the 
forest and waters of the Maumee Valley were so abundantly 
supplied with game and lish that the hunters roamed and 
killed as their need or their pleasure might suggest. This 
region then contained a greater variety and a greater abund¬ 
ance of valuable game than ever did any other section of 
the globe in the same latitude; foremost of which were the 
buffalo, the grizzly bear, the caribou, the elk and stag, the 
red deer, wolves, panthers, lynx, wild cats, foxes, turkeys, 
with an almost iniinite variety of small game. The hunter 
became the pioneer of civilization, and the savage and the 
wild beast receded before him. l ish w r ere also abundant in 
the Maumee River. A writer of 1813 says tliat the quantity 
o; sh taken near Fort Meigs would some days lie not less 
than 1,000 to 1,500 of an excellent kind, taken with the hook 
within three hundred yards of the Fort. So abundant were 
fish in the Maumee River in early uays that great quan¬ 
tities were caught bv spearing with pitchforks and by means 
of baskets. 

THE LAST INDIANS 


< atokee and Waseon, chiefs of the last poor remnant o 
tli* "iice powerful Ottawas that had lingered here around 
oh< ir an' < hunting grounds and the graves of their kin¬ 

dred, and a tribe of three hundred departed on July 25, 
1838, for the O-sage River country west of the Mississippi 
, ’ 11 h<>;trd the steamboat ^Commodore Perry/’ by way of 
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Cleveland and the Ohio Canal. Judge Forsyth, the Indian 
agent, had had infinite trouble in collecting the disjointed 
tragiu<'tips of the ■ ecayed tribe, and inducing Liem to under¬ 
take a journey, which was the last hook upon which to hang 
a hope for their preservation. 

LICENSE LAW 

In 1843 a law was in force in < Miio authorizing the levy 
of a special rax upon lawyers and physicians according to 
their annual income. The Maumee City lawyers who paid 
die special rax and the amount paid, showing the degree of 
their business, were as follows: Samuel ML Voung, $4.00; 
Morrison 11. Waite, $4.00; D. II. Cook, $2.00; James M. 
Coffinbury, $1.00; Thomas I »unlap Jr., $1.00; Nathan Rath- 
bun, $1.00; Henry Reed Jr., $1.00; H. Ik Stowel, $1.00; 
Jessup W. Scott, $1.00. 

The physicians of Maumee City were Alex Anderson, 
$2.00; Justus Dwight, $1.00; C. Matthews, $2.00; C. D. 
Ramsey, $1.00; Wm. St. Clair, $2.00; John E. Van Avery, 
$2.00; ('scar White, $2.00. 

At the second term of the Common ideas Court of 
Lucas County in 1836 Samuel Searing of Maumee ('ity was 
appointed inspector of fish for the county. Benjamin D. 
Coffin of Maumee < 'ity was granted a license to keep a 
tavern for $15.00 and fees; the same to John Burdo of 
Maumee City for $10.00 and fees. Jonathan Wood was 
granted a license to keep a ferry across the Maumee River 
at Maumee City. In 1838 tavern licenses were granted to 
Gabriel O. Renney and Wm. Kingsbury at Maumee 1 'ity, 
and a ferry license was granted to Marmoduke ! hunting at 
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Maumee Citv. At the third term oi the court of Common 
Pleas held in Lucas County on the 5th day of November, 
1836, the Rev. Orrin Mitchel of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Maumee City, was authorized to solemnize the 
marriages within the county. 

COUNTY CONVENTIONS 

On September 16, 1837, the Democrats held their 
county convention at Maumee City, and the Whigs held 
theirs on the 25th. 


AVERNS 

In 1838 there were in operation in Maumee City seven 

taverns: The Franklin House, a large frame building situ- 

1 - 

ated on lot No. 79 at the intersection of I udley Street and 
W aite Avenue, James W. Converse proprietor. This was 
considered a high class hostelry. 

1 he Commercial Building, the three-story brick at 

Wayne Street and Waite Avenue, was erected in 1836, and 

was occupied as the name indicates with several stores, a 
bank and the post office. 

1 he Jefferson House, a arge two-si;ory frame building, 

was situated on lot No. 12 in Hunt’s Addition, and fronting 

n Harri-on Avenue. The Washington House, a two-story 

traim building, situated on Waite Avenue on lot No. 81 in 

^' nit n 'l Beaugrand’s A< lition, was erected in 1834 by 

A. D. Williams. In 1838 the first Maumee City Council 

organized and occupied the second loor in this building as 
a council chamber for one year. 
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The Kingsbury House, a large three-story frame build¬ 
ing, situate'! on lot No. 35 in Hunt’s Addition, second plat, 
was erected in 1834 by Wm. Kingsbury. 

In 1833 the proprietors of the Central House were Allen 
and Gibbons. It was occupied as a general store and a 
tavern. This is reputed to have been the first frame tavern 
in Maumee City and was situated on Harrison Avenue, 
where the Public School now stands. From the best infor¬ 
mation that can be had this tavern was built in 1823. 

The American House was erected in 1836 by Woodruff 
& (’lark, and was situated on the bend of the River Road 
on Wolcott Street, on the bank of the river above the steam¬ 
boat landing. In 1839 it was operated as a tavern by 
Cyrus Tyral. In 1842 the building was moved to the inter¬ 
section of Conant and Dudley Streets, and is still dispensing 
refreshments under the same name. 

The Miami House, owned by George Kirkland, was 
situated at Askins Street at Miami. 


POPULATION 

The number of inhabitants in Maumee City in 1838. 
the year the town was incorporated and calculating from 
1111111 bi nl votes cast at the first election for the head 
of the ticket, was 865. In July, 1857, nineteen years later, 
■' 1 n XVrn ' G63 inhabitants within the incorporated limits. 
M.tir p'T'on- under twenty-one years of age, 357; female 
under twenty-one yea ’s of age, 369; colored persons, 2; all 
over twenty-one years, 735; total 1463. In 1917 the popu- 
la’i"!] of the village ot Maumee was 2800. 
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and Toledo was authorized and made a public thoroughfare. 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY OF MAUMEE CITY 


DECEMBER 21, 1838 


Maumee 

Mutual 


bury, Agent. 

Custom House Office, Cana; Street mow Waite Avenue*. 

State Land Office, Erie Street tnow Harrison Avenue). 

Thomas C ark 2nd, Agent for executors of L. Beebee’s estate 
and E. Farman’s estate; General Land Agent. 

Scot* and Dwight, General Land Agency; office opposite 
Miami Hotel. 

Reed and Hosmer, Book and Job Printers, Tue Maumee 

Express Office, Wolcott Street. 

David C. Woodward, Portrait Painter. Frie Street. 

i Daniel F. Cook, Attorney and Counsellor-at-law. 

Nathan Rathburn, Attorney and Oounsellor-at-law. 

Henry Reed, Attorney and 1 ’ounsellor-at-law. 

Nathan Rathburn. Justice of the Peace. 

Horatio Conant, Justice of the Peace. 

I >r. Wm. St. Clair, Physician and Surgeon, Erie Street. 

Justus Dwight, Physician and Surgeon, Wolcott Street. 

G. S. Hazard, Forwarding an<; Commission Merchant, 
Water Street. 

S. Harrington, Dry Goods and Variety Store, Commercial 
Building. 
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W. Wiswell, Dealer in Hardware, Holloware, Tinware and 

Cutlery, Erie Street. 

Spencer and Moore, Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries and 

’rockery, Erie Street. 

Elisha Mack, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries and Crockerv 

Front Street. 

G. & W. Richardson, Dealers in Dry Goods and Groceries, 

Erie Street. 

G. H. Nitchie & Co., Dealers in Fancy and Staple Dry 

< foods, Hotel Building. 

Eli Kitts, Dealer in Drugs, Medicines, Erie Street. 

■ 

Ira White, Dry (mods and Books, Wolcott Street. 

(’lark and Fargo, Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Grocer¬ 
ies and Provisions, Commercial Building. 

C. A. and A. D. Williams, Groceries and Provisions. 

Woodward & Son, Dealers in Groceries and Provisions, 
|g|lErie Street. 

James Wolcott, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, Provisions, 

Stoves, Iron, Etc., Wolcott Street. 

Allen & Gibbons, Groceries and Provisions, Erie Street. 

H. K. Steel, 1 )ealer in Groceries and Provisions, Erie Street. 

D. C. Forsyth & Co., Dealers in Dry (Ioods, Crockery and 

Hardware, Front and Conant Streets. 

Lathan T. Tew, Copper and Tin Manufacturer, Wolcott 

Street, at the late store of T. W. Crowell. 

< harles A. Lamb, Cabinet and Furniture Manufacturer, 

rear of Commercial Building, corner Canal and Wayne 
Streets. 

Jefferson 1 ouse, tobert Gower, Erie Street. 
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Miami Hote , George Kirkland. 

Centra! House, Elijah Clark, Erie Street. 

Brick Tavern, Daniel Hubbell, Port Miami. 

American House, Cyrus Tyrrell, Wolcott Street. 

A. Corry, lioots and Shoes, Dry * ioods, ; Irocers, )il. Etc., 

Broadway and Conant Streets. 

Boynton and Gannett, Dry Goods and Provisions, Hard¬ 
ware, Etc., Front Street. 

|George Doty, Dealer in Jewelry, Etc., Erie Street. 

J. S. Meacham, Tailor, over the old Post office, Erie Street. 

0. H. Harris, Groceries and Provisions, Erie Street. 

Canal Street is now Waite Avenue. 

Erie Street is now Harrison Avenue. 

MAUMEE CITY LEGISLATION 

The first sidewalk on Conant Street was constructed 
on the west side o: die street in 1847, from Broadway to 
the Miami and Erie Canal. 

On January 9, 1849, the Maumee «Joy Council adopted 
a resolution opposing die building of a bridge across the 
Maumee River at Toledo and appointed John E. Hunt as a 
delegate to Columbus to oppose any legislation that might 
appear in the interest of a Toledo bridge, and the Council 
appropriated $25.00 to defray his necessary expenses. 

When the original plan of Maumee < 'ity was made 
Wayne Street was laid oui sixty-six feet wide through the 
first plat, and on November 18, 1845, it w r as widened to 
conform with the street in Hunt’s an-: Hunt and Beau- 
grand’s Additions, which was eighty feet. 
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In 1851 the Council passed an ordinance to prohibit 
any cats from running at large and made it the duty of the 
marshall to enforce same. The ordinance is still in force. 

Conant Street was first improved in 1866, by grading 
and macadamizing with river gravel a| a cost to the abut¬ 
ting property owners of 23c per front loot. 

[n 1866 the ’ouncil passed an ordinance to prohibit 
geese rom running at large. It is still in force. 

In 1870 the Council passed an ordinance requiring 
every able bodied male person between the ages of twenty- 
one and fifty-five, and a resident of Maumee City, to per¬ 
form two «lays labor on the public roads and highways 
within the corporated limits of Maumee, or pay $3.00. 

The first attempt made by Maumee City to regulate 
crime an< provide penalties for misdemeanor was under¬ 
taken Majr 18, 1839. The first ordinance passed for that 
purpose was to prevent shooting within the city limits. 

The first sidewalk to be constructed by authority oi 
the City Council was ordered on April 15, 1840. It was 
four feet in width, two-inch plank and suitable stringers, 
all oak, at a cost of $2.00 per rod, beginning at the inter¬ 
section of Wayne Street and Waite Avenue to Hollister 
Street in the Third Ward, a distance of 7215 feet. 


ATTEMPT OF MIAMI TO SECEDE FROM 

MAUMEE CITY 

HHIn 1845 the residents of the Third Ward of Maumee 
made an effort to withdraw from the municipal corporation 
and, to have the city charter so amended or repealed as to 
leave *»ut f the corporated limits all of the Third and much 
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of the Second A\ai Is. A uotice appeared in the Maumee 
River Times of an intent to apply to the State Legislature 
for the amendment or repeal of the Charter, but the City 
Council oppose*! it by sending a remonstrance to the Legis¬ 
lature, and the attempt to repeal failed. 


MIAMI CITY 

I MiRmi City was laid out and platted and named M iami 
City in April, 1841. The plat was within the corporate*! 
limits of Maumee City, and was laid out by Hiram 1 ‘avis 
for the trustees oi the Miami City Company, which con¬ 
sisted of Ellen Corey, David Ladd and John Hollister. In 
do J. Austin Scott donated to Miami City ten ots in 
Block No. 8, Scott’s Addition to Maumee City, for school 
and church purposes and other public buildings. 

WAREHOUSES 


In 1843 ( dbbs and Bacon operated a warehouse and 
carried on a commission and forwarding business at the foot 
of < ribi'S Street, and boats carrying merchandise to and from 
the eastern markets loaded and unloaded freight at this 
warehouse. On May 27, 1843, the Maumee City Council 
directed Amos Pratt and the City Engineer to stake out the 
Maumee River channel, to mark the channel with properly 
painted buoys and to employ some competent person as 
pilot to conduct boats and other craft up an<, down the river. 


SCHOOL YOUTH 

In 1917, the one hundredth anniversary o: Maumee 
pity, Tnere were 588 youths of school age, the first year of 
the consolidated school districts. 
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STOCK RA SING 

one of the principal industries of 1§ie early settlers of 
Maumee and the adjacent territory was that of raising 
cattle. The first person to venture in that enterprise in 
Waynesfield Township was Daniel Hubbell in the year 
1819; tlJen followed in 182(j| Isaac Tull; 1821, Conrad 
House; 1826, Hezekiah Hubbel; Jonath H. Jerome entered 
his ear mark in 1829, James Wolcott the same year, and 
Louis (luyett entered his ear mark in 1832. This continued 
until 1847. 



Reproduction of Old Ear Mark Registration 
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REMINISCENCES OF 
THE HON. THOMAS W. POWELL 

(Taken from Knap’s History) 


“I came from Utica in New York in 1819 to Ohio. I 
spent about eighteen months at Canton in Stark County. 
While Hhere I looked around for some prominent point that 
put torth promise of natural advantages where 1 could settle 
and grow up with the place. I was admitted to the Supreme 
Court at Wooster in September, 1820, and went immediately 
to the Maumee. 1 )n seeing the beauty of the valley, with 
my exalted confidence in its future destiny, I determined to - 
make it my uture home. I arrived at Penysburg in the 
afternoon of a fine day about the middle of September. At 
tuat time there was nof a single house upon any of the 
in-lots in Perrysburg; there were a few on some o the out- 
lots. I crossed the river at a ford at the foot o: the rapids, 
and came to the town of Maumee, woere I made mv home 

/ %S 

for some time at a public house kept by Mr. Peter G. * diver, 
a brother of Miajor Wm. > diver. Upon arriving at Maumee 
I found there a considerable village, with two good taverns, 
two or three stores, and other objects and appliances neces¬ 
sary for the convenience, comfort and business of such a 
place. But above all it was gratifying to me to find there 
quite a number of intelligent and well-informed people, and 
the society of the place far above that usually found in a 
new country. Among the men that I then found there were 
I )r. Horatio Conant, Almon Gibbs Esq.. General John E. 
Hunt, Judge Robert A. Forsyth, Judge Ambrose Rice, John 
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Holister and two or three of his brothers. These, and others, 
constituted a society which would be acceptable anywhere, 
and whom, on account of their intelligence and enterprise, 
would be prominent citizens in any place. Finding there 

-F 

was so acceptable society and commendable population, and 
being charmed with the beauty of the valley, I soon deter¬ 
mined to make Maumee my future home.” 

The County of Woo-1 was organized in the spring of 
1820. and include-1 nearly the whole 'alley. In may of that 
year tiie first court of ommon Pleas was held at the town 
ot Maumee by the Hon. George Todd of Trumbull County. 
The clerk was Thomas R. McKnight Esq., from Wooster, 

! Uiio. The prosecuting attorney was j. C. McCurdy Esq. 

SHADE TREES 

April 22, 1840, the Maumee City Council passed an 
ordinance regulating the planting of shade trees. In all 
streets an-1 avenues of one hundred feet in width the trees 
shall be planted eighteen feet from the margin. In all 
streets and avenues eighty feet in width the trees shall be 
planted fifteen feet from the margin, and in all streets sixty 
feet in width the trees shall be planted ten feet from the 
margin. This ordinance is still in force. 

COMMERCE AND HADE 

Upon the close of the war of 1812 and 1813 the foot 
i the rap Is became an important point in the commercial 
business of the c< untry. In the spring of the succeeding 
year large quantities of the produce of the western part ot 
* G " and northeastern Indiana was brought down the river 
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in flat boats and transferred to the shipping of the lake. 
The Indian trade was large; the quantity of furs and pelt¬ 
ries collected here by the Indian traders, and that of the 
sugar made by the Indians from the sap of the sugar maple 
a pur up I v them in cases made of bark, each weighing 
sixty or eighty pounds, called “Mococks.” These and other 
like objects of trade and commerce made up a considerable 
business. The tisheries of the river also constituted a arge 
item in the then business of the place. The quantity of 
corn even then raised on the Maumee was very large and 
was exported in large quantities Co Detroit and other ports 
o the upper lakes. This was so much the case that it was 
called “Coming to Egypt for corn.” These objects and 
other minor subjects of commerce and traffic rendered the 
business of the place far larger than that which would be 
indicated by the population of the place. The amount of 
lake shipping that came up there to meet this commercial 
demand was quite considerable. The connection of tran¬ 
sient persons with these transactions in the various depart¬ 
ments ma le the business of Maumee assume a variety and 
character far superior to what the permanent inhabitants 
would afford or require. 

CLIPPINGS 

The following advertisements appeared in the Maumee 
City Express, a weekly newspaper published in Maumee 
City in 1838. It gives an idea of the extent of the business 
carried on there at that time. The merchants of that day 
purchased their merchandise in the eastern markets and 
they were shipped to Maumee City in boats. The carrying 
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capacity of the vessels ranged from seven to three hundred 
and fifty tons. Goods were purchased in quantities as 
follows: 

75 barrels 01 Ohio Flour 
100 barrels Pork 
600 barrels Salt 

G. S. Hazerd 

100 barrels Best Rectified Whiskey 
100 barrels Salt 

Smith and Howe 

20 boxes Lemons 

Titus and Company 

50 barrels Apples 
500 barrels Superfine Flour 
13 hhd. St. Croix Sugar 

5 hhd. New Orleans Sugar 
20 chests Young Hyson Tea 

10 chests Imperial Tea 

yy Carpenter and Myers 

1 ton Salaratus 

^2 ton Nuts, Almonds, Filberts, Brazils and Maderia 
50 barrels Whiskev 

Clark and Fargo, Commercial Building 
200 bushels White Beans 
250 barrels Fresh Ohio Flour 
2000 pounds Ham 

11 barrels Lard 

6 kegs Butter 

) quarter casks of Wine, assorted 

Allen and Gibbons, Erie Street 
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Tomato Pills for sale by Ely Kitts, Erie Street. 

Cherry Bounce for single gentlemen. 

D. Steele, Erie Street 

1( 1 sides of Sole Leather 
75 sides of Upper Leather 

G. and W. Richardson, Erie Street 

Wisconsin money and many kinds of Michigan money 
will be received or goods at low prices at E. Farman’s, 
Commercial Building. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The transportation in tjhe early days o Maumee City 
was marked by three eras. The first was that of the stage 
coach and freight wagons, in many instances drawn by oxen. 
Second the canal boat, which was made a conveyance both 
safe and cheap, especially for commodities of a bulky 
nature. The packet boat was the fastest means of travel. 
The first packet arrived at Maumee City June 30, 1847. 
Third, the railroad. The Wabash was one of the pioneer 
roads of the west. It brought a wonderful improvement in 
the progress of the country and of far reaching beneficial 
results. As early as 1837 the plan o a direci railway from 
Lake Erie through to the Mississippi was being formed. The 
first definite movement to construct a railroad from Toledo 
by way of Maumee City was formed in 1852. Soon there¬ 
after the contraci for the Ohio; section was let, to be com¬ 
pleted in 1855. For several years, prior to 1874, the inhab¬ 
itants of Maumee City felt serious nee' 1 for additional facil¬ 
ities of transportation. The trade had but one railway 
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outlet. It was wholly dependent upon the Wabash rail¬ 
road. The definite movement looking to the construction 
of more convenient railroad facilities from Maumee City 
to Toledo was taken November 10. 1873, when the Toledo 
and Maumee Narrow Gauge Railroad Company presented 
a petition to the (South Toledo) Maumee City Council 
asking for a right-of-way over certain streets within the 
municipal corporation of South Toledo for a narrow gauge 
railroad. The right to construct and operate a narrow gauge 
railroad w r as granted by the (South Toledo) Maumee City 
Council on March 10, 1874, beginning at the intersection 
of John and Kingsbury Streets, over and along John Street 
to Canal Street tWaite Avenue), then over and along 
Waite Avenue to the canal, and then over the present 
Clover Leaf route to Colburn Street on Broadway, Toledo. 
The road was in operation in August, 1874: The equipment 
of the road consisted of one twelve-ton engine, by the name 
of “General Hunt ." one coach of a seating cajiacity of tifty- 
six persons, and one box car and four flat cars. The service 
■was six round trips to Colburn Street and return in a day. 
The first train crew consisted oi ('yrus W T ise, engineer; 
Frank Gregery, conductor, and John A. Smith, brakeman. 
The officers of the road were W. J. Wells, president; George 
W. Reynolds, vice-president, and Justus McDonald, super¬ 
intendent. The narrow gauge w T as removed from John 
Street to Sophia Street in 1884, and on the 26th day of June, 
1886 , w r as made a standard gauge, now the Clover Leaf 
Road. 

M^ffhe first locomotive for tlie Wabash Railroad tor the 
Eastern Division was shipped to Maumee City on a canal 
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boat, and was unloaded on the east side o Conant Street. 
The name o the engine was the “Red Bird.” 

The Maumee Valley Railway was the pioneer inter- 
urban electric street railroad in this part of the country. On 
September 4, 1894, the Maumee Village Council granted to 
Parks Foster a franchise for twenty-five years over and 
along certain streets of the village, and fixed the rate of fare 
at five cents within the corporated limits and not more than 
twenty-five cents to Toledo and return. 

On May 25, 1892, the Ohio Telephone and Telegraj 
Company was granted the right and privilege and authority 
to erect, operate and maintain its line of telephone and tele¬ 
graph, including poles, wires and fixtures, upon and along 
and over certain streets of the Village of Maumee, now the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

The Maumee Home Telephone Company was grantee 
on August 26, 1901 the right to erect its poles, wires and 
fixtures for the purpose of furnishing to the citizens of the 
Village of Maumee communication by telephone. 

>n February 7, 1887, the Toledo Natural Gas Com¬ 
pany, now the Northwestern Ohio Natural Gas Company, 

was granted the right and privilege to lay, maintain and 

% 

operate gas pipes in and along the streets of Maumee 
(South Toledo). 

The first sewer was constructed on Conant Street in 
1902, C. W. Ryan, contractor. 

STREET PAVING 

The first street to l>e paved in the Village of JVIaumee 
was ( onant Street, from Wayne Street to the canal, in 1908. 


The History of Maumee 


65 


Wayne Street was paved in 1910; then followed Dudley 
Street in 1912 and Broadway in 1916. 

ELECTRIC LIGHTS 

The Maumee Valley Electric Company was granted 
the permission and authority on December 4. 1899, to erect 
and maintain wires, poles and fixtures necessary for the 
transmission of electricity to be used tor power, lighting and 
heating purposes. The first electric street lights were 
erected in 1900 by Allen C. Tryon and Eugene Tryon. The 
contract provided tor fifteen two-thousand candle power 
arc lights at $70.00 each per year. 

STAGE 

This notice appeared in the Maumee City Express in 
1839: “Maumee City and Ft. Wayne line of stages through 
in two days. The subscribers would inform the public that 
they have set in operation a line of stages between Maumee 
City and; Ft. Wayne, to continue during the season. A 
stage will leave both of said places every other day, com¬ 
mencing on Monday, May 6, at seven o’clock A. M., and 
meeting at Defiance. Seats in the above line may be taken 
at the Jefferson and Central House in Maumee City. D. C. 
Hooker and Robert Gower, proprietors.” Maumee City, 

April 27, 1839. 

The Maumee City Hall, Fire Engine House and Jail 
were erected in 1911, and the first power fire engine tor 
Maumee was purchaser! May 21, 1906, and was a twenty- 
horse gasoline power. 
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INTERURBAN RAILWAY 

franchise granting to the Toledo Urban and Inter- 
urban Railway Company the right to construct and operate 
and maintain an electric street railroad on and along certain 
streets in till incorporate'! Village of Maumee was passed 
the first day of April, 1903. Henry E. Riggs and Thomas 
E. Tracy "were trustees for said company. 

WATER WORKS 

Proposals were received for the construction of a system 
of water works for the Village of Maumee August 25, 1915. 
The first water well w'as authorized January 26, 1915. 

SENECA ALLEN 

Seneca Allen, a justice of the peace for Logan County, 
and living at Orleans o:f the North had 1 een engaged in the 
spring of the year 1818 to marry a couple at Maumee City. 
When the day came for the ceremony to be performed the 
water in the river being too high to cross over, Mr. Allen 
ca led over to Dr. Oonant to act for him in the capacity of 
justice oi he peace. The governor of Michigan had. through 
friendship, sent Dr. Conant a commission for justice of the 
peace. The Doctor, c aiming |o be a resident of Ohio, con¬ 
sidered the commission as a joke, and when requested to 
perform the marriage at first objected, but Mr. Allen 
insisted that it was a case oi emergency and the 1 doctor w r as 

tn all\ persuaded and, performed the ceremony, receiving 
for his fee a jacknife. 
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DR. OSCAR WHITE 

Dr. Oscar White was among the early settlers of North¬ 
western Ohio. He came to this valley and settled in Mau¬ 
mee City on the 12th day o: August, 1828. having attendee 
a course of medical lectures an 1 )artmouth College anil 
studied medicine with his uncle, Dr. Charles White of 
Sandwich. X. H. At this time Wood County comprisee the 
Territory north of Maumee River and numbered, according 
to the census of 1830, 1133 white people. There were few 
roads and fewer bridges, and all travel had to be done on 
foot or horseback. The practice of medicine was attended 
with difficulty on account of the want of roads and the dis¬ 
tances necessary to reach the sparse population. 1 ! r. White 
entered into partnership with Horatio Conant, M. 1)., Mau¬ 
mee City, who had been here about twelve years practicing 
medicine, and was the only physician for many years. The 
practice extended on the north to Blissfield and Adrian; on 
the east to the Portage River; on the south to Findlay. In 
the year 1831 Dr. White vaccinate'! 880 Indians for the 
( Government. Smallpox was prevailing very extensively and 
proved very fatal among them, their friends deserting them 
and leaving them alone to die. On tiie 18th day of (>ctober, 
1834. Dr. White was married to Anna Maria Jackson. He 
died after many years of service, as a lamp goes out when 
the oil fails. 

WILLIAM OLIVER 

The following historical sketch of the life of William 
Oliver has been written so that the citizens of the Village 
of Maumee may realize the debt of gratitude they owe this 
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brave patriot of the War of 1812 and 1813. • We, who 
are living in the security of civilization and enjoying the 
present day advantages of education, as well as religious 
thought and privileges, can scarcely realize at what a cost 
of peril an* hardship such men as W T illiam Oliver made 
possible the conditions of the present day. 

After the surrender of Hull at Detroit on the 16th day 
of August, 1812, Tecumseh had devised a scheme for rhe 
destruction of Ft. Wayne, a dilapidated old structure of 
wood. This fort was under the command of Captain Rhea, 
whose habits anil age disqualified him for the place, and 
for several days the garrison was in jeopardy, owing prin¬ 
cipally to the incompetency of the commander. Immedi¬ 
ately after August 12 about five hundred Indian warriors 
laid siege to the fort. This was the situation when William 
Oliver, a young Virginia, then a resident of Ft. Wayne, 
scarcely twenty-one years of age, a slender and active figure 
ol undaunted courage, made his way to the St. Marys River 
to induce General Harrison to send reinforcements for the 
protection of Ft. Wayne and to notify the garrison of the 
su render at Detroit. General Harrison urged that no one 
could be gotten to undertake a journey so hazardous. “I 
will go,” said Oliver, “if any one man will go with me.” 
Some of the older and more experienced frontiersmen en¬ 
deavored to dissuade him from the dangerous undertaking, 
the garrison being in a deplorable condition, amounting to 
less than seventy men. But Oliver, knowing the situation 
and being full of zeal and patriotism, determined to make 
fihe attempt. Finally sixty-eight of the militia and sixteen 
Indians were induced to accompany him. On the second 
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day thirty-six of the party deserted their companions, the 
remainder continuing on until within hearing of the evening 
gun from the fort, a distance of about twenty-four miles, 
when they also remained behind. Then Oliver and four 
friendly Indians, the brave Logan being one of them, being 
well armed, went on. When Oliver at length discovered 
with feelings of joy. the American flag waving above the 
fort, but not deeming this conclusive, he approached so 
near as to discern the blue uniform of a guard. Having 
satisfied himself that the fort was still safe in the possession 
of the American officer, he and his party returned to their 
horses, remounted and moved rapidly onward, arriving at 
the fort in hill yell. It was the yell of triumph. 

William Oliver ano his little party had arrived in defi¬ 
ance of five hundred Indians, had broken their ranks and 
readied the ‘orr in safety, (diver, upon arriving at the fort, 
wrote a hasty letter to Thomas Worthington, then on the 
frontier as an Indian Commissioner, describing the situation 
of the fort, which he sent by the Indians. William * diver 
also rendered very important services at both sieges of Fort 
Meigs in the succeeding year. He was then an officer in the 
Commissary Department at Fort Meigs. When on the 28th 
day of April, 1813. the fort was surrounded by several 
thousand Indians and British. General Harrison said to 
Oliver, “Captain, I have decided to send a dispatch to 
General Green Clay apprizing him of the condition of affairs 
here, and have chosen you to perform the perilous mission. 
Are you willing to venture upon the Hazardous under¬ 
taking?’' “I will go, General, willingly and glauly. I will 
deliver your dispatch into «General Olay’s hands or die on 


70 


The History of Maumee 


the way.” General Green Clay, w T ho was advancing down 
The river to the relief oi Fort Meigs with twelve hundred 
Kentucky volunteers, wanted some j erson to communicate 
with General Harrison and to direct his movement. The 
selection of one suited to this task was oi no small import¬ 
ance as the enterprise was both difficu t and dangerous, the 
Indians then being in great numbers around the tort. Only 
the day before Captain Lesley Combs had taken with him 
three or four Indians and as many 01 his own men in an 
effort to reach the fort, and had failed, losing nearly all of 
his companions. Oliver, notwithstanding this, determine' i 
to make die attempt. General Clay warned iiim of the 
danger, stating that it was almost impossible to penetrate 
the enemy’s lines. ' diver’s reply was to express his deter¬ 
mination to go unless he absolutely commanded against it. 

j * 1 

As <)iiver entered the boat to leave, General Clay grasping 
his hand said, "Farewell, Oliver, we shall never see you 
again.” (diver approached the fort about midnight. The 
night being very dark, the only evidence of locality was 
the cannonading from the batteries on the north bank of 
the river and a tall tree within the fort. Harrison, upon 
receiving Oliver’s report, made arrangements for the ensuing 
day, a day which is memorable for the defeat and massacre 
of I ut ley on the north bank of the IV aumee. Two months 
later, at- the second siege of Fort Meigs, when the post under 
command oi General Clay was surrounded by five thousand 
Brit ish and Indians, General Clay called < diver to his quar¬ 
ters stating he feared the fort would fall before the over- 
whelming force of the enemy. He implored < Oliver to make 
his way through the Indian lines to General Harrison at 
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Upper Sandusky, saying “I will reward you liberally if you 
succeed in the attempt.’’ “I shall not put my life in the 
scale against money or promotion,” replied Oliver, “my 
country has higher calls upon me than these and from a 
sense of duty I will make the trial.” 

Colonel John Miller, second in command to < lay. upon 
being informed of Oliver’s intentions, inquired of him if it 
were true. “Yes,” was Oliver’s reply. Miller, much excited. 

said, “You are a-fool. Why is it vou are always called 

upon for these services of peril and danger?” General Clay 
requested Oliver to take with him any of his officers or men. 
He applied to one of the regular officers to accompany him. 
The officer did not have the nerve and begged to he excused. 
At length Oliver succeeded in obtaining as a companion a 
Captain McOune, and the two men succeeded in getting 
away about nine o’clock that same night. When scarcely 
a quarter of a mile from the fort they became separated, 
and in a short fime they were nearly naked, the briars and 
brush having torn away their clothing, and their bodies 
were covered with bruises. After a continuous ride of one 
day and two nights, Oliver arrived at Fort Stephenson, the 
camp of Generali Harrison. 

^ bile 1 'liver was in this instance but the indirect agent 
of saving the fort rom the horrors of an [ndian massacre, 
yet when taken in connection with his efforts in behalf of 
the garrison at Fort Wayne, it is evident that there are but 
few individuals who have ever rendered so great a service 
of r his kind to their country as did William ( 'liver. It was 
tie w 10 laid out and named Maumee City in 1817, within 
what had been a reservation of twelve miles square, at the 
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foot of the rapids of the Miami of the Lake. This land had 
been granted to the Indians at the treaty of Greenville in 
1795. Oliver, who was a man of rare intelligence,-with great 
vigor and purity of mind, had the welfare and future of the 
country at heart. He at once 1 >egan to lay the ground work 
for the education of the youth, as well as to encourage all 
that is noblest and bes 1 in man. For this purpose he set 
apart two lots at Broadway and Gibbs Streets and two lots 
at Broadway and Allen Streets for church and school pur¬ 
poses. Also three lots at Broadway and Conant Streets for 
public grounds, and today our children are ] laying there as 
heir fathers and mothers and many of their grandparents 
did before them. 
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THE REBELLION 


Any history of Maumee City would be incomplete if it 
failed to mention the part Maumee City took in the War 
of the Rebellion, and showing the men who assisted in that 
great struggle between treason anil loyalty. Ir would he 
impossible to give an exact list of nlie men that volunteered 
their services for the preservation of the Union and to vin¬ 
dicate the authority of the Government in that crisis. The 

writer has endeavored to mention bv name all the soldiers 

%/ 

of Maumee * )ity who rendered faithful services to the coun¬ 
try, regardless of rank or title. 


Allen, John 
Anderson, William 
Allen, Nor. N. 
Allen, James 
Burg, Robert 
Bates, Thomas 
Burdo, Noah 

Burritt, Wm. H. 
Burdo, R. D. 
Burge, Wm. 

Blaker, George H. 
Benedick, Horrace 
Burkero, Leonard 

Boliff, Jacob 
Burdo, George 
Bates, William 
Bumbum, Fred 
Burdo, Eli 
Burdo, Henry 
Benidick, William 
Blumberg, Joseph 
Bufor, Antwine 


Benuaman, Harrison 
Bates, Reass 
Brown, Thomas 
Bender, ieorge 
Brown, George 
church 1 eorge E. 
Church, Robert H. 

< Hampball, Whiting 
Church, John 
Cobb, Nathaniel 
Cobb, John E. 
Carman, Eli 
Coffin, Admiral B. 
Clark, Leroy E. 
Commager, Henry S. 
Childs, Oliver 
Cobb, Oscar 
( ’harter, George 
Clark, James 
onant, Austin 3. 

( harter, Samuel 
Urepps, David 
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Charter, Nelson 
Campbell, Sylvanus 
Coarl, John 
Davenport, George 
Dale, Samuel 
Dalson, Homer D. 
Denny, John P. 

Dart, David 
Dix, William B. 

Dodds, George 
5 'eShanaway, Lafayette 
1 >eShanawav, John 

i )avis, Abram 

Davis, Andrew J. 
Darling, Roy 
Davenport, Frank 
Ervin, Samuel 
Evenbeck, Bence 
Everit, Charles 
Ecklor, George 
Emery, Samuel 
Everett, Braton 
Eckert, Isaiah 
Eckert, John 
Eddey, James 
Fleck, Frank 
Frey, John 
Felt, Timothy 
Flowers, Peter 
Forsyth, Alex 
Fox, Jacob 
Fox, Lawson 
Felt, James S. 

Foley, Thomas 
Frey, Christian 
Frost, William B. 


French. Frank H. 
Fambach, John 
Forsyth. Duncan 
Forsyth, William 
Gavett, Halsy 
Gesford, Jerry 
Gyor, Eli 
Gignac, Napoleon 
Gignac, Antwine 
Geer, )rlando 
Geer, Amos 
Granger, Joseph H. 
Glennon, Martin 
Gilbert, Uriah 
Gunn, Oscar 
Gilbert, Thomas W. 
Gilbert, Elias 
Gilbert, John 
Gilbert, Nuton 
Gilbert, Gust 
Groven, Mathias 
Genson, Syles 
Genson, Levi 
Gorsuch, Russell B. 
Guietti, Adolph 
1 oilman, John 
Looker, (ieorge 
Helt, John, Jr. 

Helt, George 
Helt, John, Sr. 
Hawks, Ira R. 

Holt, William 

Hamilton, Frank 

Hull, Lymon S. 
Horton, William 
Harbauer, Jacob 
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1 [amilton, Wiley 
Henderson, Edward 
Hamm, John 
Henderson, Oliver 
Henderson, Eli 
Henderson, William 
Henderson, < leorge 
Hanes, John 
Hunt, John E. 
Hahn, Bennet 
Hooker, Lemuel H. 
House, Samuel 
Harrington, Joi n 
Harrington, Daniel 
Irland, Mager 
Irland, Robert 
irland, Henry 
Jones, Thomas 
Jones, James 
Keyes, Edward 
Kimbell, Joseph 
Klile, Fred 
Knapp, Adelbert 
Knuer, * hristian 
Kaiser, Louis 
Knapp, W ilson B. 
Kournz, John S. 
Kimbell, Wm. 

Laflore, < diver 
Lapoinjt, Joseph 
Laflore, Dominic 
Lonergan, Martin 
Lucas, George 
Lloyd, Edward 
Lonergan, Thomas 
Leach, David 


Laflore, Antwine 
Lathrop. Elisha 1». 
Lathrop, Joshua 
Litchfield. Thomas 
Limbrick, John 
Langenderfer, Joseph 
Lathrop, Walter 
Lahav, Frank 

%/ J 

Lucas, John T. 

Lucas, James 
Mider, Peter 
Miller, AVilliam 
McKinney, Allen 
Martin. Henry 
Merril, < >eorge 
Moore, Peter 
Murk, Anthony 
Merril. Levin M. 
Mver, Conrad 

%j / 

Morris, George R. 
Meer. Abraham 
Munch, E. A. 

Martin, John 
Mitchell, Charles 
Mitchell, Francis 
Mollenkopf, John 
Martin. Ames 
Murk, 1 leorge 
North, John L. 

Nely, Oscar 
Nelson, Noe 
Navarre, Isadore 
Navarre, J ‘avid 
Navarre, Daniel 
Norton, Helon C. 
Nellis, Henry 
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Nelson, David 
Neufer, Andrew 
Nellis, Gust 
Neveau, David 
Neufer, Jacob 
Norton, Philander 
Norton, George W. 

Neff, Jacob 
Neider, Phillip 
Nelles, Nicholas 
Norton, Henry 
Nelles, Louis 
Owen, John 
Orcut, Curtis J. 

Potter ; Edgar 
Pelkey, Lewis 
Potter, Robert 
Perrin, David 
Perrin, William 
Pelky, William 
Phillips, Lymon 
Pero, John 

Phillips, Thomas L., Jr. 
Phillips, Thomas H., Sr. 
Phillips, William T. 
Phillips, Frank 
Perrin, James N. 

Perry, Ezra 
Phillips, Aaron 
Peck, George 
Perrin, Benjamin 
Phillips, Merritt 
Perry, William 
Perry, Francis 
Pelkey, John 
Pelkey, Edward 


Richardson, Frank 
Ronau, John 
Ronau, Adam 
Robinette, Narcissus 
Itulapaug Aaron 
Rulapaugb John 
Randall, William D. 
Randall, Orlin 
Randall, Willis 
Reynolds, Chauncy M. 
Rodd, Charles 
Riser, John 
Repass, Gerard A. 
Reed, Charles 
Reynolds, George W. 
Shugar, John 
Spaulding, Sumner 
Spaulding, William 
Spaulding, John 
SI iinkey, Andrew 
Smith, John 
Stone, Homer B. 
Steva, William 
Scofield, William 

Snider, - 

Spangler, John E. 
Steffes, Mathias 
Southwick, Charles 
Schmidt, Carl 
Schmidt, William 
Schnider, John 
Shop, Frank 
Spangler, Daton 
Soudriett, Antwine 
Spangler, Calvin 
Shamberger, D. H 
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Starbird, Bennett 
Soudriett, Joseph 
Skinner, Ransom 
^Trombla, Thomas 
Trombla, Fraser 
Trombla, William 
Tibbits, William 
Teal, John E. 
Trombla, Basail 
Thorne, Peter 
Thim, John 
Vasberg, L. P. 

Van ll auten, Archie 
Woods, Samuel 
Williams, Bert 
Winzler, Conrad 
Winters, John 


Wilson, James 
Woli, Hezekiah 
Wolcott, Henry 
Wolcott, James M. 
Wise, John 
West, Isaac B. 
Wolfinger, William 
Wolfinger, Thomas 
Williams, Owen T. 
Whitlock, Albert, Jr. 
Wescott, John 
Whitmore, Fred 
Whitlock, Albert, Sr. 
Winzler, John 
Winzier, Lawrence 
Zeller, Joseph 
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TERRIBLE HURRICANE AND ITS EFFECTS 

(Published in the Maumee City Express, 

Saturday, May 25, 1839.) 

< >n Thursday last, about noon, this place was visited 
by a tornado accompanied with rain, thunder and lightning, 
such as lias never been known before in this section of 
country, and which in its destructive effects will not soon be 
forgotten. The storm appeared to come from the southwest 
in the direction of the valley of the river; its width has not. 
been ascertained, though it was not great, nor have we 
learned how far in length its destructive ravages have been 
felt. Its principal force was probably expended upon this 
town, and though it did not continue longer than five or six 
minutes, the list of its doings will rank it among the most 
furious storms that have ever visited the northern portions 
•of the United States. We give a list of the damage. So 
far as we have learned the Bote building, a spacious brick 
edifice, 130 feet in length by over sixty in depth, anti five 
stories high, with a wing 10|D feet in length and three stories 
high, lies a gilastly heap of ruins., Whether a passage was 
opened |>y the lightning upon which the wind took effect, or 
whether the position of the building standing in a situation 
to feel the direct action oi the wind upon both the center 
and wing was the cause, cannot be determined. A person 
who saw it fall states that the destruction commenced at 
the farthermost extremity of the wing and extended almost 
instantly through the whole of that part; then the wall at 
one corner of the main building began to crumble, the whole 
wall burst in, the. cupola tottered and the whole lay a mass 
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of ruins in a moment. (>nly the lower story of the main 
building was finished and this was divided into a range of 
stores, of which but one was occupied the tenants of several 
01 he o hers having fortunately removed only a short time 
ago. In the store was the clerk, Mr. Charles Cook, who had 
almost miraculously escaped by means of the second story 
floor over almost one-half o the store sustaining the moun¬ 
tainous weight of the rubbish that fell upon it, while in 
every other place everything was swept from the cupola to 
the cellar. It was at first supposed that no loss of life had 
occurred, but towards evening it was discovered that two 
children of a Frenchman, whose name we have never 
learner having taken refuge from the storm in front of the 
building, were crushed to death. Their mangled remains 
have been recovered. The cost of the hotel building is esti¬ 
mated at $40,000.00 in its unfinished state. It belonged to 
the proprietors of a large tract of land on which it stood. 
Its destruction will cause little pecuniary suffering, though 
we have lost in it the pride and ornament of our town. 

The Commercial Building, a large and most substantial 
three-story brick building, had a part of its gable end near 
the roof blown in, a portion of the roof torn off and blown 
completely over the building into due street, and several 
chimneys blown down. Loss three or four hundred dollars. 

d'he store of Itobert A. Forsyth was struck by lightning, 
damage not known. Mr. Nitchie, the owner of the store in 
the Iloftel building, has sustained much loss in damage done 
to his goods, though he will probably recover nearly all 
of them. (Situated at the S. W. corner of Jackson and 
Wayne Streets. 
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The following notice appeared in the Maumee City 
Express November 2, 1839: 

AMERICAN HOUSE 

The subscriber would take this opportunity to inform 
his friends and the community in general, that he is now 
two hundred and four years old. and now keeps the above 
named establishment, which is beautifully situated on Wol¬ 
cott Street, opposite the upper steamboat landing. It being 
the most convenient place for travelers to call at going to 
any part of the United States or Europe, by land or water, 
this side of the Rocky Mountains. He flatters bimself that 
having one hundred and seven years experience in tavern 
keeping, and this establishment without rent, also bis sup¬ 
plies on credit, he can afford Ids bills cheaper than any 
other man of his age. His liquors will be of the latest and 
most approved patterns, such as Arthur Tappans Percussion 
Wind, Old Monongahely, etc., and a small quantity of the 
surplus liquors from old Captain Noah’s ship ‘‘Ark,” the 
flavor of which is very fine in consequence of its great age. 
And further he would return his most sincere thanks to all 
those win have seen fit to favor him with a call and even 
to those that have gone by. 

Nov. 2, 1839. Cyrus Tyrrel, Maumee City. 

BORROWING A WOMAN 

(Maumee City Express, Saturday, March 21, 1840) 

Hello there, Mister, won’t ye lend me one of them 
’ere things?” This question was directed by a chap whose 
appearance gave strong testimony of soaplackism to a gen- 
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tleman who was crossing the Maumee River bridge with a 
lade on each arm on Sunday last. “Hello there, Stranger, I 
say, lend me one of them ’ere traps of yourn.” “Stop 
your bawling there, what do you mean?” “I want to borry 

one of them ’ere wiming to cross this bridge. I’ll take eit her 
for I ain’t proud nor particular as to age nor looks, pro- 
led she ain’t a nigger.” “You scoundrel, what do you 
insult us for?” “No, no, no, no insult, no by no means; I 
only wanted to borrow one of these ’ere wiming to cross 
the bridge. You see this old case that sets at the receipt of 
custom don’t charge meetin goin folks anythin on Sunday, 
and you look like a meetin goin man and will go clear as a 
whistle. I don’t look like a meetiner and shall stick fast 
until I’m pried out with two cents. Now if I could borrow 
one of your wiming it would give me a sort of sanctimonious 
appearance like, and I could [mil the wool over the eyes of 
old two-pence there, and go it as if I was greased.” The 
gentleman was disposed to be angry, but the novelty of the 
proposition seemed to strike one of die ladies favorably, 
and she offered to walk- beside the chap across the bridge, 
provided he would save her from the sin of aiding in a 
deception by going no meeting after lie was safe across the 
bridge. To this, after some demur, he assented, and the two 
pair proceeded onward toward their destination. But the 
Ceberus of the bridge had had an eye upon the whole pro¬ 
ceedings. It struck him that they were not K. G. and he 
looked in his instructions and could not find any precedent 
for cases clandecent and onkarekierous as these appeared 
to be. “Don’t mean you no intranquillity,” said the de¬ 
scendant of St. Mathey, slamming the gate in the faces of 
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Soaplack and his lady, “but I'll take four cents of yourn, 
mister.” “No you don’t, I’m a single gentleman and this 
lady’s a meetinizer. So here’s my two cents and open your 
port holes.” “You can't come in no how. I seed the whole 
contraption. You two goes together for better or wus. It 
you don’t like flie terms you can go back and try the river. 
Four cents is my demand. So shell out the chink and go it 
genteel, like other gentlemens does when they waits upon 
the ladies.” Soajdack was nonplussed t>ut he couldn’t do 
no better so he shelled out his four coppers, which hap¬ 
pened to be all his funds on hand, and went off cursing the 
whole concern. 

BATTLE OF FALLEN TIMBERS 

The battle of Fallen Timbers is recognized as the most 
important victory gained over the Indians. The honor won 
by General Anthony Wayne by means o this battle is 
enough to commemorate 1 is name to lasting and grateful 
remembrance. It is a source of just pride with the inhab¬ 
itants of Maumee City that the first and controlling success 
of General Wayne in that great struggle "was achieved 
within its boundaries. 

The battle started at Presque Isle (Turkey loot Rock: 
abou T two miles south of Maumee City, at about eight 
o’clock in the morning of the 20th day of August, 1794. 
The savages were formed in three lines at right angles with 
the river. It was soon discovered from the weigh i of the 
fire and extent of their lines i hat the enemy was in full 
force and in possession of their favorite ground, but by a 
brisk charge the Indians were aroused from their coverts 
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at the point of tie bayonet and driven in the course of one 
hour, more than two miles. From every account the enemy 
amounted to more than two thousand combatants. The 
troops actually engaged against them were short of nine 
hundred. This horde of savages with t teir allies were 
driven within the influence 01 the guns of the British Fort 
Miami. The loss of the enemy was more than that of the 
federal army. The woods were strewn with tiie dead bodies 
of Indians and their white allies. Wayne’s army remained 
three days and nig]its on the hanks of the Maumee, on the 
field of battle in front of the British fort, during which time 
all the houses and corn fields were consumed and destroyed 
or a considerable distance above and below the fort, among 
which were the houses and stores of Colonel McKee, the 
British Indian agent and principal stimulator of the war 
then existing between the United States and the savages. 
When the broken remains of the Indian army were pursued 
under the British fort the soldiers could scarce be restrained 
from storming it. This would have been a desperate 
measure, as the fort mounted ten pieces of artillery and was 
garrisoned by four hundred and fifty men, while Wayne 
had no armament proper to attack such a strongly fortified 
place. The gates of the fort were closed against the sav¬ 
ages and their rout and slaughter witnessed by the British 
with apparent indifference. That the Indians were aston¬ 
ished at the lukewarmness of their real allies, and regarded 
the fort in case of defeat as a place of refuge was evident. 
T e near approach of the troops drew forth a letter of 
remonstrance from Major Campbell, nhe British com- 
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mander, to General Wayne. A sharp correspondence ensued 

but without any special results. 

& 

Although given the sobriquet of “Mad Anthony,” he 
was as prudent as he was valorous, and if there had been 
reasonable hope of reducing the British fort, the attack 
would undoubtedly have been made. However, it became 
his happy privilege to take peaceful possession by authority 
of President Washington of this fort early in 1796, when 
the British Government surrendered the northern posts, in¬ 
cluding Fort Miami. This fort was erected in 1794 by the 
Canadian Governor Simcoe at the foot of the rapids of the 
Miami of the Lake. General Wayne’s reception at this fort 
was one of his last official military acts, and occurred only 
a few months prior to his death. 

OLD FORT MIAMI OR CAMPBELL 

Within the original limits of Maumee City, as estab¬ 
lished in 1838, among the grim-faced relics of war was this 
British fort, which General Wayne in his splendid expedi¬ 
tion in August, 1794, found occupied by the British Com¬ 
mander, Major Campbell, with a strong garrison. It was 
one of the important seats of the British power in the north¬ 
west for many years, and often provided shelter and pro¬ 
tection for the renegade Girty, and it was near this fort 
that those notorious enemies of the Americans, Colonel 
Mc’vee and Captain Eliot, had their residence, using the 
shelter of the fort during the Indian wars in the northwest. 

This old fort, situated at the foot of the rapids of the 
Maumee River Miami of the Lake), and within the incor¬ 
porated limits of Maumee City, is a single remnant of 


The History of Maumee 


85 


pioneer days, a reminder o the resistance that was over¬ 
come by the early settler of this northwest territory. 

Fort Miami, or the more proper name, Fort Campbell, 
is situated on the west bank 01 the river, on a high blub 
bank overlooking the river, both east and west, for several 
miles, with deep ravines on two si< les. This spot was pecu¬ 
liarly suitable for the purpose oi protection. It was at this 
place where the lirst permanent settlement of the white man 
was established in Ohio, fn 1680 a party of French traders 
found their way to this particular site and erected a small 
stockade and established there a trailing post. This was 

an important trading point for several years. 

‘ * • | 

In 1748 French soldiers took possession of this spot 
and occupied it as a fort. Fifteen years later, in 1763, when 
France surrendered her American possessions to England, 
an English garrison, in command of Major Campbell, 
took possession and occupied this old French fort, rebuilt 
and fortified it in a regular manner, and called it Fort 
Campbell, named after the commanding officer, Maor 
Campbell. 

This fort was agaip occupied by tiie British and once 
more under the command of Major Wm. Campbell, in 
August, 1794, when General Anthony Wayne won his splen¬ 
did victory at Fallen Timbers, and the allied forces oi 
Indians and British were driven within the protection of the 
British guns that were mounted at this fort. It appears to 
have been well equipped for defense, mounting fourteen 
guns; four nine-pounders were on the river side and six six- 
pounders on the land side, also two large howitzers and two 
swivels. This fort was rebuilt in 1794 by order of the 


86 


The History of Maumee 


Canadian Governor Simco, in pursuance of the treaty nego¬ 
tiated by Chief Justice Jay in 1793. However it became 
the gratifying privilege of General Wayne to take peaceful 
possession oi the fort in 1796, by authority of President 
Washington. The fort was known as Fort Campbell as laje 
as 1813, and in the possession of the British. On the 5th 
day of May, 1813, after the defeat ot Dudley’s army, three 
hundred of Colonel Dudley’s brave Kentuckians were taken 
as prisoners to this Fort Campbel (now known as Fort 
Miami), and were permitted by Proctor to be massacred. 
From a similarity of names it is often confused with Fort 
Miami at the head of t he Maumee River, Fort Wayne, and 
some writers often describe transactions at one fort which 
actually occurred at the other. 

COLONEL DUDLEY 

The records of Maumee City would be incomplete if 
they failed to give an account of the illustrious Colonel 
Dudley, and of the magnificent courage displayed during 
the siege of Fort Meigs, when the garrison was besieged 
by more than two thousand Indians and fifteen hundred 
British. The British had their batteries located on the north 
bank of the river in a ravine forming a natural fortress, ex¬ 
tending from White Street up the river to Kingsbury Street 
in Maumee City. (»n the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of May, 1813, 
the British kepr up a continuous fire of ball and shell upon 
Fort Meigs from their batteries, and poured in a galling 
fire upon the garrison. This was the situation of General 
Harrison, when at 12 o’clock on the night of the 4th, Cap¬ 
tain Wm. Oliver arrived at the fort with the information of 
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the approach 01 * eneral * Ireen Clay just above ilie Rapids, 
with twelve hundred Kentuckians for the relief of the gar¬ 
rison, that< he could reach the fort within two Hours and 
was awaiting orders. 

ieneral Harrison at once directed ( General Clay to 
iand eight hundred men on the north bank, take possession 
of the British battery, spike their cannon and return imme¬ 
diately to their boats and cross over to the American post. 
General Clay having received these instructions, proceeded 
to put them in operation. Colonel 1 'udley, being senior in 
command, was ordered to take twelve boats, about eight 
hundred men, and land on the north bank of the river and 
execute Genera Harrison’s orders. He effected a landing 
at the place designated without difficulty. Gallantly his 
men charged the British artillerists and drove them from 
their guns. Had they been content with spiking the cannon 
and returning to their boats, all would have been well, but 
tlie Indians and British in large numbers, in the adjacent 
woods, were pouring a terrific fire into the American ranks. 
This, the brave Kentuckians could not stand without some 
resistance. Being possessed of the confidence and courage 
of a soldier, and exalted with their first success, they pro¬ 
ceeded with lusty cheers to charge the savages and drove 
hem nearly two miles intofblie depths of the forest. Colonel 
Dudley, fearing an ambuscade, sought to restrain the ardor 
of his troops, but in vain. At that moment victory was with 
Colonel Dudley and his men, but they had tasted victory 
and were intoxicated with the valor of American so diers. 
Colonel Dudley ordered a retreat but, exalted with their 
success, the brave Kentuckians refused to obey the com- 
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mand. Seeing at last that his troops had lost all reason, 
and were drunk with their first success, he forced his way 
to the front and fought like a demon. The smoke of battle 
was in his nostrils and lust of slaughter was in his brain. 
The savages retreated until they reached a place suited to 
their tactics, where they promptly rallied and sought to 
outflank the Americans. 

Fhe battle raged furiously on all sides. British rein¬ 
forcements arrived upon the scene, retreat became impos¬ 
sible. Colonel Dudley fought on. He dealt blow after 
blow at the heads of his red assailants. He felt his strength 
gradually failing, but he grimly resolved to die fighting. 
They were finally surrounded by double their number, but 
ie brave Dudley knew not the word surrender, and gave his 
life on the altar of American civilization. To him belongs 
the honor of wielding the master stroke that forever ban¬ 
ished Toryism from American soil, and made it possible that 
the Stars and Stripes might shed its protecting waves over 
the inhabitants or a free land. 

Colonel Dudley- was severely wounded in the action, 
and afterwards tomahawked and scalped by the Indians, 
but the undaunted courage of 1 udley and his men was a 
sufficient demonstration oi the fearlessness of the American 
soldier. They made charge after charge on the enemy as 
the orders were passed along the line, not a thought of sur¬ 
render. At length the overwhelming force compelled a 
retreat, keeping up a continuous fire. Several times the 
officers succeeded in producing a temporary halt, but being 
liout a leader, the soldiers soon became confused and 
ma le tueir way back towards the batteries until they had 
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arrived at the locality where the library now stands. 
There they were made prisoners and marched to the 
British Fort Miami, jthe Indians stripping them of their 
clothing and other articles. But the heroism displayed by 
the American soldiers soon demoralized die Indians and 
filled them with fear and consternation. Proctor, finding 
his Indians rapidly leaving him, raised the siege on the 9th 
and returned to Malden. The Indians, after all resistance 
had ceased, had about five hundred prisoners at their mercy, 
and began at once the work of massacre. And so died the 
brave 1 >udley and his men, but in dying wrote one of the 
most glorious pages of American history. 

The prisoners from Colonel Dudley’s command were 
murdered in cold blood within the confines of the British 
Fort Miami. Tfte butchery was finally ended by Ohiei 
Tecumseh. who proved himself to be more human than the 
British commander, Proctor. The Indian Chief Tecumseh 
sternly inquired of Proctor, “Why did you not put a stop to 
this inhuman massacre?’’ Your Indians could not be con¬ 
trolled,” replied Proctor, who trembled with fear. “Be 
gone,” retorted Tecumseh in a manner that indicate-! his 
supreme contempt. “You are unfit to command, go and put 
on petticoats.” This was the grossest insult an Indian 
could offer. 

ORLEANS OF THE NORTH IN 1817 

Maumee City, at the foot of the Rapids, was situated 
on the north hank of the river, with Orleans of the North 
directly across the river, on the bottom land in front of Fort 
Meigs. At the close o the war with Great Britain in 1814, 
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an'l the ue< iaration of peace in 1815, the inhabitants were 
once more secure in tiie possession of tilde country. The most 
sensational accounts of the fertility of the soil and the 
splendid opportunities of the Maumee River country, o 
the great forests with its giant timber, abounding with every 
kind and species of game, and the rivers with! the finest of 
fish, were given by the soldiers on their return to their 
eastern homes. The attention o: the public was generally 
directed toward the Maumee, because of its promising 
rutui'e. In the estimation oi the most intelligent minds tire 
territory adjacent to the foot of the rapids was destined to 
be the great metropolis of the western end of Lake Erie. 
Among the settlers who, when peace was restored began to 
reclaim and repossess the valley, were Messrs. Stewart and 
Mclntyer, from Albany, N. Y. These gentlemen, with con¬ 
fidence in a prosperous future, purchased a tract of land at 
the foot of the rapids, including Fort Meigs, and laid out 

site on r ii< blittom lano in front of the Fort, which 
they named Orleans of the North. Being at the head oi 
navigation of the Maun ee River, and the western termina¬ 
tion of Lake Erie, the scheme offered hope that Orleans of 
die North would n become a great commercial metro¬ 
polis. There were at that time jjtwo taverns, several stores 

111 1 1 1 on d »tlicr aponimodations necessarv for the 

convenience of the inhabitants of the town. About the first 
of June, 1817, Wdlliam and John Hollister arrived at Orleans 
of the North from Buffalo with a stock of merchandise and 
started a store, continuing in business until 1827. Hiram 
P. Barlow settled at Orleans of the North, where he taught 
school during the winter of 1816 and 1817. At that time 
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David Hull an< l Thomas McElratli were keeping tavern and 
trading with the Indians. In September, 1816, Captain 
Jacob W ilkinson erected a house there. Among those who 
had buih homes at Orleans of the North and settled there 
with their families in 1815 and 1816 were Wm. Ewing, 
Elisha Martin* lale, Vance Prat, James Wilkinson, Capt. 
John Baldwin, George Allen, Amos Spafford. (>urora Spaf- 
tord, Samuel Vance, Mr. Plum, Samuel Ewing, Isaac Hull 
and Seneca Allen, a Justice of 'he Peace in and for Logan 
County, and who lived at Orleans of the North in 1820. 
However, in that day a great many business ventures were 
liable to undergo disappointments, being subject to the nat¬ 
ural e emerns and the changes of improvements anti trade. 
The ormer had special bearing on the destiny of Orleans of 
the North, for the breaking up o: the ice in the river and 
high water in 1828 swept away nearly all of the pioneer 
town of the Maumee Valley, the once pretentious Orleans 
of the North. 

THE LIFE OF THE EARLY SETTLER 

At the time of t he first settlement of the territory now 
embraced within die limits of the Village of Maumee, tiie 
ian<i was at diat time covered with a dense fores' of the 
greatest variety of the finest timber. Wild anima.s of 
nearly every description were plentiful for supplying the 
early settler with food. The deer and bear provided the 
principal meat food. Wolves, foxes, raccoons, woodchucks, 
opossum and squirrels were very common. Wild turkeys, 
geese, duck, partridges, quail and pigeons were plenty. 
Hunting was one of the necessary employments of the early 


92 


The History of Maumee 


settlers. Venison and other game was their chief reliance 
for supplying their subsistence. Fish were also in abund¬ 
ance in the Maumee River, and they were likewise a com¬ 
mon resource of subsistence for the pioneer. A large variety 
of very excellent fish were taken, various devises being em¬ 
ployed to catch them. Seines were used most successfully. 
Pike, pickerel, catfish, sturgeon, muscalunge and mullet 
were the principal fish taken lor table use. Some were used 
fresh but many were salted for winter supply. It was not 
until alter Wayne’s treaty with the Indians at Fort Meigs 
in 1817 t hat the western reserve in northwestern Ohio be¬ 
came the first point of considerable permanent New Eng¬ 
land immigration in the west. These early settlers followed 
almost exclusively the pursuit of agriculture.' The lives of 
the pioneers were of a romantic disposition. The spirit of 
adventure, with the abundance of game, and the desire for 
hunting, allured them into the wilderness. Land was the 
object which induced the majority of the people to endure 
the hardship of a pioneer’s life. It was to be had here for 
taking it up. The selection o a suitable location, the 
ouilding of a cabin and raising a crop of any kind entitled 
the settler to a land office warrant. Some of these early 
settlers would leave their iamilies behind until a cabin was 
erected, a crop grown, and then return to their homes and 
hr ig then out to their new settlement, others with small 
m l - brought them along with them. The food consisted 
t h ly of Indian meal, brought witl them, and wild meat. 
The earliest inhabitants had no other food until they had 
cleared the land and had grown a crop of vegetables. 

During the first year and until they had raised a crop 
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of corn and vegetables, some of them lived for weeks, be¬ 
fore the corn and potatoes were ripe enough to e.at. on wild 
meat. The lean venison and the breast of the wild turkey 
were the nearest things to bread to be had. The earliest 
settlers would live for weeks at a time without meal of any 
kind. After being compelled to live in this manner for such 
a long time, they would become sickly. For several years 
potatoes, pumpkin, squash, corn and wild meat constituted 
the greatest part of their diet. Sugar was derived by boiling 
the sap of the maple tree. Wild honey was also plenty. 
For a long ime the meal was made by hand. In the early 
autumn anil before the corn became hard it was made into 
meal by rubbing the corn on a tin grater, and until it 
became hard enough to pound in a morter until fine enough 
to make into Johnny cakes, this would be the only kind of 
bread to be had. 

The home p:t the early settler consisted of a log cabin, 
very often not more than one room. 'The labor of the 
farmer in the Maumee territory, until after the War oi 
1812 and 1813, was performed with every danger imagin¬ 
able. For this reason the population of a whole neighbor¬ 
hood would erect their cabins as near their little fort as 
possible. These forts were one of the most essential means 
of protection. It was not only a place of defense but con¬ 
sisted of a stockade, and cabins and block houses were 
erected with port holes at the proper height. The families 
would live on their farm until some one would give an alarm 
of danger, then the whole neighborhood would immediately 
move into their fort, sometimes to remain there for several 
days, and until the threatened danger had disappeared. 
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It was not the greatest portion of their trouble that they 
risked their lives in converting the forests into fruitful fields, 
but they were sometimes compelled to desert their homes in 
the summer season for weeks, and a great part of the fruits 
of their labor would be lost. The few domestic animals 
that they possessed, sheep and hogs, would he devoured by 
the wolves and other wild beasts or the forest, and their 
little corn crop would be destroyed by the squirrels and 
raccoons so that many families had but little left to carry 
them through the winter. 

These people were also driven by necessity to perform 
the work of mechanical skill, far Beyond that which a per¬ 
son enjoying the advantages of civilization could expect. 
There were no mills for grinding the grain, nor smith’s shops 
for making and repairing their farming implements; no shoe 
makers; every family was under the necessity of doing 

everything for themselves. A large block of wood was used 
for grinding the grain. Tins block was about two feet long 
and two feet in diameter with an excavation burned in one 
end in the shape of a bowl, so that the action of the pestle 
would crush the grain into meal. Thjs did very well for 
making meal while the corn was soft, but was rather slow 
work when the corn became hard. Lajjber on a hand mill 
was in use. It was made of two stones. These were placed 
in a hoop, It he lower stone being stationery, and the upper 
stone having a hole in the center. A staff was placed into 
1 he hole and die other end in a joist above with a lever 
attached so that two persons could assist in turning the mill 
at the same time. The grain was put into the hole in the 
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center by hand, thus crushing the grain between the stones 
into a very good quality of meal. 

Cloth was also made by hand. It was made of flax an<i 
wool. This was worked out by hand. The women would 
manufacture it into yarn on a spinning wheel. Nearly every 
family had a hand loom for making cloth and nearly all 
the women of that day could operate a loom. Many of the 
most skilled would make a very good quality of cloth. Every 
family was compelled to tan their own leather. For this 
purpose a vat was made, usually out of a hollow sycamore 
tree. White oak bark was dried and pounded into small 
pieces on a block of w T ood w T ith an ax or a mallet, and ashes 
were used in place of lime for taking the hair off the pelts 
or skins of animals. Bear’s grease, lard or tallow was used 
to soften the skins. Blacking for the leather was made of 
soot and lard. Almost every family made their own shoes. 
Those who could not make shoes would make moccasins. 
With the few tools that were brought into the new country, 
there was almost in every neigh borhood some one whose 
natural ingenuity enabled him to do many things for him¬ 
self and neighbors, far more than could have been reason¬ 
ably expected. 

For a long time after the settlement of this country 
there was no distinction of society, and very little of for¬ 
tune. For this reason the first impression of love usually 
resulted in marriage. The establishing of a family cost but 
very little more than labor. The usual manner of settling 
a young couple for the beginning of a married life would be 
the selection of a location and the appointment of a day for 
the building of their cabin. The neighbors would be invited 
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logs would be hauled to the place selected and be so placed 
as to form four walls. The door was made by sawing the 
logs so as to make an opening about three feet wide. This 
opening was secured by upright pieces split out of timber 
through which holes were bored into the end of the logs 
for the purpose of pinning them fast with wooden pins. A 
poor was made with slabs split out of logs and pinned to¬ 
gether with wooden pins. The hinges were also made of 
wood. Then a fire place would be constructed on one side 
of the building, with logs plastered on the inside with clay 
to protect them from the fire. The chimney would also be 
built of small split sticks an<; plastered on the inside with 
clay. The roof was made by splitting boards out of logs 
about tour feet long, clapboards held in place by small logs 
being placed upon them to hold them in position. The floor 
of the cabin was constructed by splitting logs about sixteen 
or eighteen inches in diameter and half the length of the 
cal »in. These were hewed on the upper surface with a broad 
ax until they resembled a plank two or three inches thick. 

The furniture consisted of a table made with a large 
slab split out of a log dressed on one side with a broad ax, 
and supported by iour round legs set in auger holes. Some 
three-legged stools were made in the same manner. Some 
pins were stuck in the side of the cabin and supported clap¬ 
boards which provided shelves for the table utensils. A 
bedstead was constructed by placing a forked stick with the 
uid in a hole in the floor, and the upper end fastened to a 
joist above; a pole was placed in the fork and the other end 
through a c'ack between the logs of the wall, then clap¬ 
boards were put on which formed the bottom of the bed. A 
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few pegs around the walls composed the wardrobe. The 
tableware for several years afrer the settlement of this coun¬ 
try consisted of a few pewter dishes, plates and spoons, but 
mostly o: wooden howls, trenches and noggins made by 
hanc. Gourds served as dishes. Iron pots, knives and forks 
were brought with the salt, from the east on pack horses. 

PETER MANOR 

Uncle Peter Manor, as he was generally known among 
the early settlers of the territory at die foot of the Rapids 
01 the Maumee, came to the Maumee previous to 1800 and 
was adopted by < liief Tontogany. In 1808 he settled at 
Fort Miami and within the boundary o: Maumee City, and 
in 1812 opened a trading house and carried on an extensive 
iur jtraae with the Indians. His trading house was located 
at the foot of the hill near the intersection of Kingsbury 
and Front Streets, and immediately on the trail travelled 
by the Indians when passing up and down t lie river. Dur¬ 
ing the early days of the War of 1812, Uncle Peter proved 
his bravery and his kindness to his fellowmen. There were 
at that time a number of white families settled on both 
sides of the river. Some oi I he families at first dii I not hee> 1 
he warning of Manor to take their families to a place of 
safety, for the Indians were many o diem friendly to the 
British, and it was only a question of time when the; would 
strike the white settler. Finally one evening just about, 
lark an Indian scout, a friend of Manor’s, made his appear¬ 
ance at tiie cabin of Manor’s and informed him quietly that 
in four days one thousand Pottawattamies would be there 
to scalp the palefaces, and would come to see him, but as 
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he was a friend to the Indians and had been made a chief 
and adopted into the tribe, that he and his family would be 
safe. As soon as the Indian scout had rolled himselt in his 
blanket and gone to sleep, Uncle Peter went out in the dark 
and notified the white settlers to leave that night for the 
Indians would surely come. But after all he could urge of 
the necessity of leaving at once, they did not go. On the 
morning of the fourth day at daylight the friendly scout 
reappeared at the cabin of Manor’s and told him that the 
Indians would be there at ten o’clock, pointing to the place 
where the sun would be at that hour. Uncle Peter was very 
anxious, knowing that all would be massacred that could be 
found when the Indians would arrive. He urged his wife 
to feed the scout bountifully while he made excuses to the 
scout, and hurriedly crossed the river to urge his neighbors, 

IP 

many of whom were women and children, and who joined 

* 

Manor in entreaties to fly at once. They succeeded in get¬ 
ting a start a little after sunrise. The Indians did not 
follow the families but contented themselves with feasting 
on beef and green corn. They killed the cattle which were 
left behind and destroyed the crops of Manor, as well as 
those of the other settlers; burned most of their houses, 
plundered his store and took his ponies. In fact plundered 

and destroyed everything within reach, but did not molest 
Manor or his familv. 

The first information that war was declared in 1812 
was communicated to the white settlers at the foot of the 
rapids and at Monclova by Peter Manor. These places 
then being the only white settlements between Lower San¬ 
dusky and Monroe, Mich. Peter Manor said that the first 
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intimation of Hull’s surrender was given to the settlers at 
the foot of the rapids by a party of sixty or seventy Dela¬ 
ware Indians, who arrived there in advance of the main 
body oi the army on their march to Ft. Wayne. Manor 
said dia he with some oi his neighbors were standing in 
front oi Beaugrand’s store at Maumee when the Indians 
came out oi the woods, that they drew themselves up in line 
and each put bis gun to his shoulders and took aim as if to 
fire at the little group oi settlers. When Beaugrand came 
out of the store and waved a white handkerchief they at 
once dropped their muskets and approached the store on a 
run, remained a few minutes and then went on their way. 

An hour after their departure about one hundred British 
soldiers and as many Pottawotomies and Wyandotts came 
up. Their first inquiry was for guides. The officer in com¬ 
mand pressed Manor into service and he was compelled to 
guide the company to the head o the rapids. (in his return 
to Beaugrand’s and finding the country was getting too hot 
for his sympathizing with the American cause, he left the 
rapids to join his family, which had previously removed to 
the dwelling of Robert Navarre, at die mouth of the river. 

After the war closed the Government paid all who lost 
property by this raid. The Indians gave Uncle Peter a 
section and a hah of land for his kindness to them. This 
grant was located a i the head of the rapids. There he and 
his good wi e closed life’s journey, and he lies buried on rite 
farm, taking his last long sleep in the bosom of this historic 
soil. Peter Manor left quite a large family. 


too 
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THE EARLY BUSINESS AND TRADE OF 

MAUMEE CITY 

In reviewing the business and trade of the early settler 
of the Maumee River territory, we will have t,o yield the 
supremacy of the commerce to Maumee City. Before 1846 
it was considered that Maumee City was destined to become 
the great metropolis of the Maumee Valley. The harbor 
of the western end of Lake Erie, with nearly two miles of 
whan extending from Gipbs Street to Cory Street, with a 
line of large warehouses, with a large forwarding and com¬ 
mission business, supplying all the western portion of the 
Maumee Valley with all necessary commodities. The pas¬ 
sengers, emigrants and freight to and from the foot of the 
rapids were transported in small sail craft. The first of 
these vessels to ply her made from the Maumee River towns 
and to take her papers from the custom house at Vfaumee 
City, after the District of Miami was established, was the 
Black ;Snake, a schooner of 23 tons burthen. Jacob Wilkin¬ 
son, oi ( Mdeaus of the North, was master, trading regularly 
o n he Maumee River ports. Then followed the same 
year, 1818, the Sally, 7 tons burthen, Wm. Pratt master. 

The business oi the pioneer merchant was mainly the 
fur tra' e, which was a large and profitable business witl 
the Indians, who were very numerous all along both sides 
of the river. Almon Gibbs Esq., Dr. H. Conant, John E. 
Hunt, Ju Ige Robert A. Forsyth, Judge Ambrose Rice and 
h in Hollister were among the pioneer merchants of Mau¬ 
mee City. These gentlemen were of a class of men who 

intelligence and energy, and who permitted no 
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obstacle to obstruct their way, and were eminently qualified 
to develop the country. 

In 1836 W. W. Mumford of Rochester, N. Y., began 
the erection >i a large warehouse and a 'lock at Michigan 
Street in the Third Ward of Maumee City. As the canal 
was soon to be completed to the river, and the navigable 
channel being on the Maumee side of the river, it was 
believed that the commerce and trade must center at Mau¬ 
mee City. George S. Hazard, James H. Forsyin and James 
Wolcott were the early forwarding and commission mer¬ 
chants at the head of hake Erie. The building of Mum- 
ford’s warehouse and hocks were soon followed by other 
improvements, until four large warehouses were built near 
that point. 

■i. 

1 >on the close ot the War o: 1812, the foot of the 
ra >ids became an important point in the commercial busi¬ 
ness of the country. Large quantities of the produce of all 
the western part of Ohio and northeastern Indiana were 
brought down the river in flat boats and transferred at 
Maumee City to lake boats. The Indian trade in furs and 
peltries was very large, and that of sugar made by the 
Indians from the sap of the maple tree, fish and corn also 
constituted a large item in the business of the Maumee 
trade. 

WOOD COUNTY 

Wood County was erected April 1 1820, and included 
all the territory north of thje Maumee River to the Michigan 
line as claimed by (>hio, and was named after the brave 
and chivalrous Colonel Wood, a distinguished officer of the 
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engineers in the War of 1812 and 1813. Samuel H. Ewing, 

Daniel Hubbell and John Pray were the first) commissioners 

|[ 

of the county. The commissioners of Wood County held 
their first) session for the transaction of county business in 
the upper story of Almon (abb’s store, situated in Maumee 
pity on Front Street near the intersection of Allen Street, 
on the 12th day of April, 1820. Daniel Hubbell acted as 
clerk of the board. At this session Wm. Pratt was appointed 
treasurer of the county. 

At a session held on May 3, 1820, Seneca Allen, of 
Means of the North, was appointed clerk of the commis¬ 
sioners and I avid Hull, of Maumee City, was appointed 
sheriff of the county. Samuel Vance and Peter G. Oliver 
signed their names to his official bond. C. J. McCurdy, 
acting as prosecuting attorney for Wood County, was 
allowed $20.00 as compensation for his services. Thomas 
R. McKnight wes allowed $23.00 lor services as clerk cl 
the court at the May term of 1820, and for serving returns 
f poll books and certi ying election o county officers, an 
additional allowance of $5.00. Hunt and Forsyth were 
allowed a bill for stationery amounting to $16.12^4, and 
Almon Gibbs for use of his store building as a court house 
fo one year from May 3, 1820, was allowed the sum of 
$40.00. Seneca Allen, auditor, was allowed $1.0C for pub¬ 
lishing in the Columbus Gazette the rates of tax on land 
for road purposes. General John E. Hunt was allowed 
$11.25 to services as lister of taxable property and house 
appraiser. Davit Hull was appointed county collector. 
This first session of the commissioners of Wood County was 
h Id at Maumee City and the seat of justice was perma- 
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nently established there for three years. Wm. Pratt quali¬ 
fied as treasurer of the county an< filed his bond with 
Samuel Vance and Aurora Spafford as his sureties. Thomas 
R. McKnight and Almon Gibbs signed as sureties on Ihe 
official bond of Seneca Allen, who had been chosen auditor 
of Wood County by joint ballot of the general assembly of 
Ohio, at a special session of the Board of Commissioners 
held at Perrysburg March 19, 1823. John Pray, Samuel 
Spafford and Hiram P. Barlow acted as commissioners. The 
board ordered that so much o:i Waynesfield township, as 
included in the organized County of Wood, and lying and 
being on the south of the south channel of the Maumee 
River, he set off and organized into a township by the name 
of Perrysburg; and tiiat an election he held for the selection 
oi township officers on the 19th day of June. 1823. at the 
house of Samuel Spafford in said township. 

The lirst court held at Maumee City, Wood < bounty, 
was the May term, 1820. No civil cases appear on record. 
The State of < )hio, appearing as plaintiff, vs. Thomas 
Gainor, George Jones and Isaac Richardson for resisting 
the sheriff. George Patterson for assault and battery. The 
county was fthen in the third judicial circuit and George 
Todd, father of < Governor David Todd , was presiding judge, 
and Horatio Conant, Samuel Vance and Peter G. Oliver 
were associate judges. Tiie following named gentlemen, 
citizens of the county, composed the grand jury: Wm. H. 
Bostwick, foreman; Aaron Granger, Wm. Pratt. Richard 
Gunn, lollister Haskins, Ephraim IT. Leming, John T. 
Baldwin, Parris M. Plum, Aurora Spafford, Jeremiah John¬ 
ston, Josephus TTilor, Ibaniel Murray, John Hollister, Nor¬ 
man L. freeman and John J. Lovett. 
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REAL ESTATE RECORD 

The first record made at the Recorder’s office of Wood 
County was that the county was erected and embraced all 
of the territory north of the Maumee River, consisting of 
the plat of Maumee City which comprised the first plat, 
prepared by A. J. Wheeler for Wm. ( diver. 

Cjhloe [Gibbs’ addif-ion to Maumee City was recorded in 
1835, having 28 lots and 3 streets. Hunt and Beaugrand’s 
addition to Maumee City was recorded in 1835 with 172 
lots and 12 streets. Jonn E. Hunt’s addition to Maumee 
City was recorded in 1835 with 50 lots and 6 streets. An 
addition to Maumee City by John E. Hunt, Levi Beebee, 
F. E. Kirtland and Chide Gibbs was made in 183(3. Elisha 
iMack's addition to Maumee City, one block of 9 lots, was 
recorded in August, 1836. Wolcott’s addition to Maumee 
City was recorded April, 1837. Scott ’s addition to Maumee 
City was filed for record in May, 1838, by J. Austin Scott 
and others, and 1( lots in block 8 were set apart for school 
church and other public buildings in 1845. 

John E. Hunt to Rev. L. B. Gurley, lot 25 in Hunt’s 
addition April, 1836, for $200.00; the same lot sold in June, 
same year, to J. H. Hobart for $900.00. 

Miami City Company to Wm. M. Mumford, lots in 

Miami City in 1836 for $4,750.00. Caleb S. Henderson to 

Henry Tyler, lot 10 in Hunt and Beaugrand’s addition in 

1836 for $6,500.00. In May, 1840, John E. Hunt granted 

to the commissioners of Lucas County lots 103,104 and 105,. 

the same having been donated for the use of county 
buildings. 
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R. 4 FORSYfH, MERCHANT 

R. A. Forsyth and Company of Maumee 'ity were for 
many years the leading merchants at the foot of the rapids. 
Their advertisement appears in die first number of the 
Miami of the Lake, dated Dec. 11, 1833, in which tuey say 
that they have lately received from New York a full supph 
of dry goods, groceries, hardware, cutlery and all other 
articles usually ound at tue besi country stores, which they 
offer the public on favorable terms. 

DR. HORATIO CON ANTS LETTER IN 1822 

The following letter of over one hundred years ago, by 
one of Maumee City’s highly esteemed citizens, will convey 
some idea of the country and its prospects, and the ani¬ 
mosity that existed bet/ween Maumee City and its rival, 
Toledo, as they appeared to many of the most far-sighted 
men at that time. 

“Ft. Meigs, Feb. 9, 1822. 

I >ear Sir: Feeling considerably interested in the 
measures proposed in Congress relative to this section of 
country, and not loujbting your willingness to attend to any 
representations that might be communicated, I take the 
liberty of addressing a few lines to you on those subjects. 
I understand it is in contemplation to so alter the route of 
the great eastern mail to Detroit, jbhat it shall not pass this 
place but go by Port Lawrence, nine miles below, on the 
Maumee River. Also to establish a land office at the River 
Raisin in Michigan for the sale of lands in this vicinity. 
Also to remove the port o: entry to Port Lawrence, arid 
also, I presume from a motion of Mr. Sibley, to open a road 
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under t,he provisions of the Brownstown treaty, not from 
Sandusky to Fort Meigs, according to the terms of said 
treaty, but from Sandusky to Port Lawrence. 

“I have been astonished at the fact that one delegate 
from Michigan should be able to have the brain, not only 
of a majority of Congress, but even of a considerable part 
of the )hio Representatives, but from the success attending 
ljis motions, I am obliged to admit the fact as true. Port 
Lav 'ence has no claims to notice by Congress, much less 
to be honored by the proposed sacrifices. The River Raisin 
lias no claim in si ape superior to Fort Meigs, and in point 
1 situation lor a land office, or any other business far 
inferior. It is little more tnan thirty miles of the land office 
at I etroit. Fort Meigs is not within one hundred miles of 
any land ffi ‘ept that at Detroit, and is seventy-five 
miles from thfat. Respecting Port Lawrence, there is not, 
tor nas there been for years, nor is there likely to be more 
than three English families, including all within three miles 
oi the place, and whatever public business is done there, 

must be done by one man, who is already Indian agent and 
Justice of the Peace for Michigan. 

The distance proposed to be saved by altering the 
iout< cl the mail oimht not to come in competition with the 
increased risk in crossing the Maumee River, which in that 
place is very wide, and open to the unbroken surges of Lake 
Erie. The same objection will lie with increased weight 
against opening a military road to cross the river there. It 
“fght well cross, the mouth of the bay or any other paft 
of Lake Erie. If there was any business done at the place, 
or was likely to be, I would not so much object to the 
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custom collectors office being removed there, but at present 
I should esteem it ridiculous to entertain the idea. 

“I did not suppose it entirely necessary to make all the 
above statements to you, sir. but it was difficult to say less 
and say anything. You must pardon the apparent haste 
and carelessness with which this is written, as 1 have just 
returned from a week’s absence, and the mail is on the point 
of being closed. 

“Yours very respectfully, 

“HORATIO CONANT.” 

“To the Hon. Ethan A. Brown, Senator in Congress.” 


LUCAS COUNTY 

Lucas County was erected at an extra session of the 
Legislature convened June 8, 1835, and Toledo was made 
the county seat, am 1 a term of ’ourt of t’ommon Pleas w r as 
directed to be held there on the first Monday in September 
following. Consequently the order was carried out on Sep¬ 
tember the 7th, being the first Monday. Colonel Van Fleet’s 
regiment was selected to act as a posse subject to orders of 
the sheriff. < >n Sunday, September 6, the three associate 
judges and sheriff met the soldiers at Fort Miami, ready to 
move to Toledo, under escort of Colonel Van Fleet’s regi¬ 
ment of one hundred men. Immediately after 12:00 o’clock 
Sunday night the procession of soldiers took up the march 
of eight miles. They reached Toledo at tiiree o clock A. M., 
and here the first Court of Common Pleas was held, and 
the county seat of Lucas County was established, and re¬ 
mained there for five years until 1840 when, through the 

infliipnrp nt’ Cpnprftl Hunt, who was a resident of Maumee 
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City and represented this district in the Ohio Senate, a 
committee of three were selected by the Legislature to re¬ 
locate the county seat. On June 17, 1840 Maumee City 
hcame (he seat of justice of Lucas County, and on that day 

PVj, 

— a 

John E. Hunt, Thomas Clark 2nd and lorace White entered 
into bond in the sum of $1.0,000.00. securing the erection of 
a county building at Maumee City. 

The building was erected most||f|tfrom second hand 
material, taken from the wreck of the Hotel Building that 
was destroyed on the 23rd day of May, 1839. On October 
8, 1841, the court house at Maumee City was accepted by 
the county commissioners, and this building was in use as 
the seal of justice of Lucas County until the removal of the 
county seat back to Toledo on October 11, 1852, when the 
commissioners rekirned $9,265.00, the cost of the court¬ 
house, to the citizens of Maumee City to whom Maumee 
City was largely indebted for he county seat for 12 years. 

THE BATTLE OF FALLEN TIMBERS 

(Published in the Toledo Blade in 1857) 

Some corrections made in the generally accepted ver¬ 
sion of the great event. 

Many versions have been given of the Battle of Fallen 
'hers, and anything relating to it and Mad Anthony 
Wayne is yet ’ea< with interest. The following are recoi¬ 
ns >f toe tattle given by Mr. Buckland, who died in 
Henry County about forty years ago, and were related to 
the Blade reporter by a pioneer of this city, who gathered 
all the details from one to whom die facts were told. Mr. 
Buckland was one of Wayne’s cavalrymen, and that which 
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he related of that memorial event in the history of the 
United States gives information regarding the fight that 
has not as yet appeared in history. It will be seen that the 
place at which Turkey Foot fell is clearly stated. 

“The Americans/’ said the informant, “were under the 
command of Wayne, who personally gave orders, while the 
Indians were led to battle by Mesa-Kaas ( Turkey Leg) or 
more properly speaking Turkey Pursuer, known as Turkey 
Foot in history. Little Turtle is said to have been in su¬ 
preme command. 

That the reader may intelligently judge of the battle, 
a description of the ground on which the battle was fought 
is necessary. The lower end of Presque Isle is about two 
and a half miles above Fort Meigs on the nort h side of the 
river, the land laying along the river three-quarters of a 
mile. It is shaped similar to tiie letter P, with the long line 
being along the river, the small end o the island repre¬ 
senting the small end of the P. The river side is a precip¬ 
itous bluff about sixty feet high, while the opposite side is a 
gradual incline. It is separated from the main highland by 
a prairie about sixty rods wide. This prairie at the time of 
the bat|le was separated from the high land. In the center 
of the prairie was a marsh six to eight rods wide. BoP; 
sides of Hie prairie were skirted by thickets. The marsh 
drains the river into a bayou immediately under the hill, a 
short distance away. 

Wayne left Fort Adams Aug. 16 and on Aug. 20, 1794, 
camped at Roche De Boef (Beef Roch I one mile above 
Waterville, after three days’ march from Fort Defiance, 
j laving destroyed on his way everything valuable in the way 
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of cabins, agricultural products, etc., but saw no Indians. 

Jl I * "" m » - „ * 

|He was now within eight miles of Fort Miami, which was 
garrisoned by British troops. After deliberation it became 
apparent to him that he could not bring on an engagemem 
with the Indians except by a ruse. To accomplish his pur¬ 
pose, he sent a while scout down to near Jo r Miami, who, 
from fbhat point, took the Indian trail leading back north¬ 
west obliquely to the Indian camp at the springs at the 
foot hills of the huckleberry ridges. The Indians here held 
a strong strategic position, from which it would have been 
an impossibility to bring on a general engagement, as they 
■could readily have escaped into the oak openings, and thence 
into dense six-mile woods. The rout,e of tile scout is obvi¬ 
ous as lie desired the Indians to believe that he was a friend 
I 'om the British garrison at Fort Miami. After reaching 
die Indian camp the scout had a talk with Chief Turkey 
Pursuer (popularly known as Turkey Boot) and convinced 
hini that it would be an exceedingly foolish and cowardly 
thing lor the Indians to do to run away from giving battle, 
as Wayne was camped and fortified w T ith logs at Presque 
Isle, from whence it would be an easy matter to dislodge 
him, as hi- ee was small, and when routed many scalps 
< i id be take by them. Convinced that a general mas¬ 
sacre would result from an attack, the Indians concluded 
to take Wayne and his forces by surprise. 

According, August 20, Wayne having moved down 
nv>ni Roche de doef to Fallen Timbers, where light log 
fbttificati< m built for the purpose 0:1 misleading anti 

decoying the Indians, the Indians attacked in force. A few 
men who seemed to be greatly alarmed were kept in sight 
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by Wayne inside the fortifications, the main body being 
concealed. The Indians crossed the prairie by a rapid 
movement ami attempted to carry the fortification by 
storm. They displayed great intrepidity, but at the oppor¬ 
tune moment, W T ayne ordered his troops, 2,000 in number, 
to fire upon the Indians, and volley after vojjley was deliv¬ 
ered; |le fire from the guns being so withering that the 
Indians were compelled to break, and were dismayed on 
observing that Wayne’s cavalry, 400 in number, which he 
had concealed on his left, had deployed on the prairie in 
their rear, leaving the only way of escape 'town the river 
prairie bottjom. The battle was then practically over, and 
became a rout and slaughter. Wayne’s stentorian voice was 

heard above the din of batde shouting, "Charge bayonet, 

drive them to H-.” Turkey Pursuer had three ribs 

broken by a ball in the battle, and attempted to run around 
the hill and escape across the river, but he was again shot, 
this time in the back, whicl! brought him down, and he died 
twelve to fifteen rods from the stone popularly known as 
Turkey Foot Rock. 

The Indians who survived the battle ran down to Fort 
Miami for protection, which was refused them, and they 
scattered in all directions, and were not seen again until the 
time of the treaty of 1 Ireenville, which occurren die year 
following. 

The day after the battle Wayne drew up his army in 
front of Fort Miami and rode forward to a point near tie 
fort, where lie had a talk with the commander of t lie British 
forces. He used language more emphatic than elegant, 
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warning him that if he aided or harbored any of the Indians 
he would send him to h-also. 

The Indians gave Wayne the name of Che-Notin, which! 
being interpreted into English means Big Storm; while 
Wayne’s cavalry were afterward called Che-Mok-Mun, or 
long knives. 


THE OTTAWA INDIANS 

“A small remnam of whom still remain in this neigh¬ 
borhood are collecting in council to take into consideration 
the subject of a migration west of the Mississippi. R. A. 
Forsyth Esq. of this place lias received the appointment of 
agent for their removal. We have ; ear that it is somewhat 
doubtful whether they conclude to go. Coon skins bring six 
shillings, and whiskey lias fallen through the influence of 
competition; game is plenty yet. and all these tilings have 
their influence with the Indians.” Published in 1839 in the 
Maumee City Express. 

I he Toledo Blade and Manhattan Advertiser are get¬ 
ting up a bit of a blow about the respective merits of the 
two places. This is all very well, though the argument could 
be car ded on more feelingly by plenipotentiaries from the 
two great kingdoms of the frogs and the mud turtles.” 
Maumee City Express, 1840. 

\ oung Ladies Select School. “Mrs. Peters (late Miss 
L. M. Converse 1 intends opening a school for young ladies 
in the Presbyterian Session room in Maumee City on April 
29, 1840.” Maumee City Express, 1840. 
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NOTES FROM THE MAUMEE CITY EXPRESS 

In 1839 — 

“ 1 lie Maumee City Temperance Society will meet at 
the Presbyterian session room on Thursday, the 2nd of 

May, at tljree o’clock P. M. An interesting discussion is 
expected and a general attendance requested.” 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 1840 — 

“Lucas County Seat. < n motion of John E. Hunt, the 
Senate took u] lie report oi the committee on new counties, 
upon the review and relocation of the seat of justice for 
Lucas County, and the question being upon agreeing to the 
resolution appointing commissioners to review and relocate 
said county seat. After some discussion and the reading of 
some of the documents relating thereto, the resolution was 
again laid upon tiie table, anti was taken up and passed 
June 17, 1840, when Maumee City became the county seat.” 

Jan. 23, 1840 — 

“Mr. Van Buren is immensely rich; iiis private fortune 
is $600,00(1.00, so say the eastern papers, lie can afford to 
keep his English coach, blooded horses and liveried ser¬ 
vants, but his supporters should not sneer at General Har¬ 
rison’s poverty l »ecause he earns his bread as the clerk of a 
county court and lives in the plainest of manner. If Van 
Buren does live in a palace and drink Teneritfe and Tokay, 
his advocates should not attempt to discredit the honest 
old soldier by saying that a log cabin and hard cider will 
answer very well for him. The people won’t think Van 
Buren any the better for his riches and high style of living, 
nor General Harrison any the worse for his poverty and 
being content with a log cabin.” 
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ELM TREE 

This grand old veteran has withstood the storms and 
tempests for several centuries. Situated on Harrison Ave¬ 
nue near Cass [Street, it lias provided refuge ior the red 
man as well as it has spread its beautiful foliage and its 
lofty branches over the young and the old as they enjoyed 
the evening breezes, the magnificent scenery of the valley 
01 the river, and the golden sunsets, when seated in the 
shadow oi the grand old weather scarred single witness o; 
both sieges of "ort Meigs. 

During the siege of Fort Meigs, and on one of the most 
trying days, May 4, 1813, the officers and men at the fort 
were seriously annoyed by some Indian marksman who was 

stationed in one of t he heavily leaved trees upon the oppo¬ 
site side of the Maumee River, and at such a height that lie 
could pick off our men as they went to the river for water. 
So perfect was the aim o: this Indian that lie killed one man 
and wounded several at the river before lie could be located. 
< >rders were given forbidding soldiers to leave the fort for 
the purposes named. The officer of the day, selecting a 
squad of men, the best sharp shooters, ordered them to 
watch the smoke from the tree, discover the culprit and 
drop iiim. It was not long until the head of the Indian was 
seen above the thick foliage, looking for a soldier to fire at. 
In a very short time the commanding officer received the 

following report: “We discovered the -- Indian and we 

dropped him from the tree.” Today, on the west oank of 
the Maumee liver and within the corporate limits of the 
historic village of Maumee, stands the famous elm tree 
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whicn is held by the citizens as equally an important me¬ 
morial of the early days as the fort ami battle fields of the 
Maumee Valley. 

THE MASONIC LODGE IN NORTHWESTERN OHIO 

The first lodge of Masons regularly established in 

■ 

northwestern Ohio, and probably the outpost of masonry in 
all the northwest territory, was the Northern Light Lodge, 
No. 40, at Maumee City. 

Army Lodge, No. 24, Free and Accepted Masons, held 
meetings in Fort Meigs from 1813 until the abandonment 
of the fort by the soldiers in May, 1815. March 5, 1817, 
Henry Brush, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, 
Free and Accepted Masons, granted from Chillicothe a dis¬ 
pensation for Northern Light Lodge, No. 40. at Waynesfield, 
he present village ot Maumee and vicinity. There were 
aloi g the Maumee River at this time about forty families 
scattered from Waterville above to Delaware Creek below, 
't which families five men were Free Masons. The dispen¬ 
sation named Almon Gibbs, W. M.; Wm. Griffith, S. W., and 
Charles Gunn, J. W.; D. J. Thurston and James Adams 
were the other members. Seneca Allen was the first appli¬ 
cant for the degrees. The charter was issued Dec. 21. 1818. 
Owing to the great anti-Masonic excitement, the lodge dis¬ 
continued meetings from December 27, 1827, after electing 
officers as follows: James Wilkinson, W. M.; J. H. Jerome, 

S. W.; R. A. Forsyth, J. W.; Horatio Conant, treasurer; 
Thomas R. McKnight, secretary; John Hollister, S. D.; J. 
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S. Herrick, J. D.; Davi i Hull, 1 er. This lodge remained 
voluntarily suspended about eighteen years. Upon petition 
ol Andrew Young in October, 1845, the charter was renewed 
and meetings again began the 21st of November. 

The charter members were: Eber Ward, Almon Gibbs, 
^ rn. Griffith, S. H. Thurston, Charles Gunn, Sheldon John¬ 
ston, David Johnston, Wm. Preston and J. C. Adams. Its 
meetings were held in the second story of the Central House, 
a building erected by the Cincinnati Land Company, which 
owned the original plat of Maumee City. The Central 
House was located on Harrison Avenue, where the public 
school building now stands. Then for some time t tiey were 
held in the upper story of Almon Gibbs’ store building in 
the flats near the foot o Allen Street. Later they were 
held in a building on East Wayne Street in the two hundred 
block, until they removed into a building situated where 
the new temple is now located, and have occupied this loca¬ 
tion for nearly eighty years. The corner stone for the new 
building was laid November 21, 1916. Dedication of the 
new building took place September 3, !*17, and was made 

a double celebration in memory of the one hundredth anni- 

%/ 

versary o the founding o the lodge, and in honor of the 
new home. Merwin J. Jackson, acting Grand Master, was 
in charge of the ceremonies, assisted by W. T. S. O'Hara and 
others from Toledo. About two hundred Masons partici¬ 
pated in these services. 

The officers in 1920 were: W T . M., John H. Gunn; S. W., 
W T m. L. Rhonehouse; J. W., Earnest IL Perrin; Secretary, 
W. M. Baldwin; Treasurer, A. W. Cone; S. ] *., J. W. Brant; 
J. D., Fred S. Steva; J. S., Harry Hinish; J. S., Walter Smith. 
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The Maumee High School—Erected in 1870 
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THE BEGINNING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AT 
THE FOOT OF THE RAPIDS OF THE MAUMEE 

The first institution of education established at the foot 
of the Rapids of the Maumee was at Orleans of the North, 
on the flats in front of Fort Meigs. In the winter of 1816 
and 1817. Hiram P. Barlow was the instructor. In 1817 
and 1818 Or. Horatio Conant taught school in Maumee 
City, the year the town was named. The school buildings 
were located on the lowlands at the foot of the hill, as was 
about all of the town at that time. The school houses were 
constructed of logs until 1823 when the school house was 
constructed of lumber and nails, and on the high land. The 
school house was situated on the lot east of the present 
Methodist church. It was a one-room building and in the 
early days it was painted red. This one-room building was 
sufficient umil 1845 when it was moved back and a two- 
story four-room building was erected, and the old building 
set up against the rear of the new structure, making in all 
a five-room school house. This served the purpose of edu¬ 
cation or twenty-five years, and until the present magnifi¬ 
cent six-room building was erected in 187 0. 

It is now more than one hundred years since the first 
settlers hewed the first school house out oi the virgin forests 
with a broad ax, and ry that means provided ample school 
room for the accommodation of the youth ot that day. And 
exactly twenty-eight years from the erection of the first 
school house, Maumee City with a population of approxi¬ 
mately 865 erected for that day a magnificent four-room 
school building with two adequate recitation rooms. And 
then, twenty-five years later, Maumee City in 1870, with a 
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population of 1463, deemed it necessary to provide more 
adequate school accommodations. The inhabitants were 
equal to the occasion and promptly erected at that time a 
most complete and handsome structure at a cost of $40,000. 
Today the grand old edifice stands as a memorial to the 
inhabitants of fifty years ago. In the year of our Lord 

A. D. 1920. 

MORRISON R. WAITE—POLICE OFFICER 

Morrison R. Waite, Police Officer to Chief Justice of 

the United States. Incidents of Morrison Remick Waite’s 
public career. 

Morrison Remick Waite was born at Lyme, Ct., Nov. 
29, 181t*. He was descended from a long line of distin¬ 
guished jurists. His pilgrim ancestor was a son of one of 
the judges who condemned King Charles I. His father was 
a justice ot the Supreme Court of Connecticut. 

Morrison R. Waite graduated at Yale College in 183 . 
Selecting the profession of the law as his life work, he 
studied law with his father, Hon. Henry M. Waite, but 
accepting the view then so prevalent in the east as to wider 
and more hopeful fields for activity in the then far west, he 
left Lyme in 0< tober, 1838, or the Maumee Valley, set¬ 
tling at Maumee City. He was admitted to the bar in 1839 
(jjU|jiu^3|e|iatelycyforitied a partnership with Samuel M. 
Young for the practice of law. Probably his first act of a 
public nature and the beginning o:t his political career took 
place in Maumee City on April 25, 1843, when he, one of 
Turn teen Maumee citizens, subscribed his name to a petition 
to the City Council of Maumee City to organize the four- 
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teen petitioners into a volunteer fire company, and again 
on May 26,1843, when Mr. Waite made a motion to appoint 
a committee to draft a constitution and by- aws for the 
government of the company. 

His friends quickly observed in aim the sound judg¬ 
ment always manifested, and his careful consideration of all 
things in which lie was interested, no matter of how little 
importance. He was immediately considered the logical 
candidate for legal adviser for Maumee City, and on the 
12th day of Apri , 1843, he was elected as city attorney. 
So well did he perform the duties of his office that on March 
30, 1846, he was elected mayor of Maumee City. He also 

served as a police officer in Maumee City. (*n August 31, 

# 

1844, he was appointed by Soomon Johnson and his ap¬ 
pointment was confirmed by the Council. He also donated 
$129.00 for the erection of the Lucas County court house at 
Maumee City in 1840. lie was elected to the ' hiio Legisla¬ 
ture in 1849. His conduct and ability in all public matters 
began to attract attention, anti in November. 1871. he w r as 
appointed one of the Council oi the United States to 
< reneva, Switzerland, to adjust claims of the United States 
against Great Britain, fn 1874, wdiile presiding over the 
•hio Constitutional < 'onvention, he was appointed by Presi¬ 
dent (-rant to the office of Chief Justice of the United States. 

WHEN WAYNESFIELD TOWNSHIP WAS IN 

LOGAN COUNTY 

With the beginning of civil authority in northwestern 
Ohio, and at the time when men knew no law but the moral 
rights of his neighbors, for before 1817 the territory in which 
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WaynesfieM Township is situated was not yet fully under 
the protecting fold of the great state, WaynesfieM Town¬ 
ship was organized in Logan County on I eceml er 30,1817, 
and I here present the last court record of Waynesfield 
Township, Logan County, ( >hio, and the first record of 
Waynesfield Towns]iip, Wood County, Ohio, and transfer: 

The State of < diio, Logan County, Waynesfield Township, 

March 28, 1820 

Arthur Chictfield by P. W. Vance vs. George Campbell 

Debt $22.60 

March 28, 1820, came George Campbell, defendant, anti 

confesses judgment to plaintiff in the sum of $22.00 
and costs of Justice of the Peace; costs, 89c; entering 
judgment, 19c. 

(Signed) Peter G. Oliver, J. P. 

The State of Ohio, Wood County, Ohio 
Jacob Wilkison vs. Jacob Shaffer 

Debt $14.00 

Judgment on trial April 1, 1820; came the parties and 

proved $14.00 in favor of plaintiff. The defendant de¬ 
mands an adjournment to the 10th day which was 
granted. Samuel Ewing and Samuel H. Ewing, bail. 
(Signed) Peter G. Oliver, J. P. 

I transfer the foregoing docket to Seneca Allen, a Jus¬ 
tice of the Peace of Waynesfield Township. Given under 
my hand and seal this 8th day of April, 1820. 

Peter G. Oliver. 

I transfer the foregoing docket to Almon Gibbs, Esq., 
Justice of the Peace of Waynesfield Township, August 10, 
1820. Seneca Allen. 
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SCRAPS OF EARLY HISTORY MIGHT NOT 

BE UNINTERESTING 

General Anthony Wayne died at Fort Presque Isle on 

December 15, 1796, at the age of fifty-one years, eleven 

months and i urt.eei days. Fort Presque Isle is at present 
Erie, Pa. 

During the year 1739 Mr. DeLongueuil constructed a 
road across the Ohio country from Detroit to the Ohio 
River, rossing rue Maumee liver at the root ot the rapids. 

During the year 1762 the terms of a treaty oi peace 
were agreed upon between France and England. Early in 
1763 France surrendered her possessions in Norths America 
to the English, and the Ohio country passed under the con¬ 
trol of the British officials. 

The name Miami probably originated in the year 1740. 
At that ime the Miami tribe of Indians in the Maumee 
Valley country, was designated as Twetwes, Twigtwees, 
Omees and Omiamis. 

On the 31st day of March. 1835, and during the Ohio- 
Michigan war, IDolonel Mathias Van Fleet commander 
twelve hundred of * Ohio’s militia. The force went into camp 
at the old British Fori Miami, now within the Village of 
Maumee. 

Fhe Maumee side-cut and the outlei lock were finished 
in May, 1842. 

At a meeting of the county commissioners March 4, 
1853, W T aynesfield Township was divided and new bound¬ 
aries of Springfield established and Monclova Township 
constituted. 

Soldiers who came with General W T avne in 1794 to the 
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Maumee country and saw it in its wild state never after¬ 
ward tired of extolling its beauties. 

Ephraim and Thomas Learning, carpenters and mill¬ 
wrights, came from < ienesee County, N. Y., in 1814. and 
built dwellings near the river in front oi Fort Meigs at what 
was then (Orleans of the North. In the spring of 1818 they 
removed to Monclova and completed the erection of a saw 
mill on Swan Greek, which had been commenced by Samuel 

Ewing before the War of 1812. This was the first saw mill 

\ 

in the valley. The nearest saw mill previous to this time 
was at River Raisin i Monroe, Mich.i. 

1 labrie] Godfrey and John Baptiste Beaugrand had a 
settlement where Maumee is now situated in 1790. 

Fort Meigs was dismantled May 15, 1815. 

The locks connecting the Miami and Erie Canal with 
the Maumee River at Manhattan were abandoned by act 
of the Ohio Legislature March 26, 1864. (>n or about 1881 
the outlet lock from the Maumee side cut was abandoned. 
Thus since this date the only canal connection with the 
h wer Maumee River has been through Swan Creek at To- 
h do. 1 he Maumee side cut from the Miami and Erie Canal 
at Lock No. 9 to the river had a fall of sixty-three feet by 
six locks. 1 lie distance from Lock No. 9 at the head of 
dm Maumee side cut to the Providence Lock is fifteen and 
a half miles. At this lock is situated the first state dam. 
The distance from the mouth oi the Maumee River to the 
foot ol the Rapids is eighteen miles. 

1 he first United States port for the collection of import 
: ’ duties at the west end of Lake Erie was at 

Mi.'imi, in ’he easterly part of the Village of Maumee. The 
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act of Congress to establish the Customs District of Miami 

was passed March 3, 1805, but the office was not opened 
until 1818. 

In 1822 a state road was authorized on the north side 
of the river from Maumee City to Defiance. In 1823 the 
Monclova road was authorized from Maumee City to the 
saw mil o Learning and Stewart on Swan Creek, Monclova. 

Colonel McKee’s agency house was one mile and a 
half above the British Fort Miami and near the foot of the 
•west rapids, probably near the root of Ford Street within 
the village limits or Maumee. Alexander McKee was a 
native oi Pennsylvania. He, and his two negro servants, 
with Mathew Elliotf and Simon Girty, deserted the Ameri¬ 
cans who had trusted them at Pittsburgh in March. 1778, 
and joined the British at Detroit. 

The first Protestant society among the Americans by 
the lower Maumee River was a Methodist Episcopal church 
organized at Orleans of the North in 1819 by the Rev. 
John P. Kent. Aurora Spafford was appointed class leader, 
with Wm. Kedey, John Knowles and Sarah Wilkinson, 
memoers. Captain Jacob Wilkinson’s dwelling house was 
their first meeting place. 

In the year 1836 it required thirteen days and nig tits to 
transmit mail from Maumee 1 lity to New York City. In 
1843 the time was reduced to eight days and nights. Postage 
to three hundred miles was five cents. 

Attention of the Government was directed to Lie pre¬ 
servation of the health of the aborigines in the vicinijby of 

the foot of the Rapids. (>n May 5, 1832. Congress made it 
the duty of the several agents to employ surgeons or pliysi- 
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cians to vaccinate the aborigines with genuine vaccine 
matter to be supplied by the Secretary of War. For this 
purpose $12,000.00 was appropriated, on account of the 
former great sufferings of these people with smallpox. Dr. 
Oscar White of Maumee "ity was employed for this pur¬ 
pose by James Jackson, the agent then residing at Maumee 
City, and in the year 1833 he vaccinated eight hundred 
aborigines, the most of them being Ottawas. 

James Knaggs was a son of the sister of Okeos, Chief 
of the Huron River Pottawatomis. 

Vehicles for carrying the mail and passengers began to 
be used tl trough K >hio to Detroit in the year 1827. Nearly 
all travel up to this time was done by foot or horseback. 
Baggage or merchandise was carried on horses or by boat. 
Late in 1830 provisions were made for a daily line of stage 
coaches between Buffalo and I >etroit. The first coach 
crossed the river at the foot of the rapids and passed the 
postol ice at Maumee City the 2nd day of January. 1831. 
In the year 1816 it required thirteen days and nights to 
transmit mail from Detroit to Chicago. 

In 1739 I feLongueuil constructed a road from Detroit 
to the Ohio River which passed through Maumee and 
crossed the river at the foot of the rapids. This road has 
been used at various times by the fe< feral armies and In¬ 
dians a d by the French and British traders. 

I 1817 the Government sold the land within the twelve 
mile square at the foo' of the Rapids of the Miami of Lake 
Erie. The sale was held at Fort Meigs. 

1 lie exact center of the reservation ol twelve miles 

1 toot of the rapids is near the intersection of 
John Street and Waite Avenue in the Village of Maumee. 
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FORT MEIGS—GENERAL HARRISON 

William Henry Harrison was born at Berkeley, Va., 
February 9, 1773, and died April 4, 1841, at Washington, 
1 >. C.; his remains are interred near North bend, (>hio. He 
was the son oi Benjamin Harrison, a signer of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence, and afterwards governor o:i irginia. 

The first appearance oi Wm. Henry Harrison in the 
British Indian allied war took place in 1794 with General 
Anthony Wayne, when he achieved that grand victory at 
Fallen Timbers. 

He was appointed June 26. 1 <98, secretary of the terri¬ 
tory of Mississippi, in 1799 he was chosen the first dele¬ 
gate or representative of that territory to Congress, there¬ 
upon provisions were made for the organization of the In¬ 
diana territory, and William 9. Harrison was appointed its 
first governor. He also had charge oi the aborigine affairs 
for Indiana territory. By appointment of Governor Scott 
on August 25, 1812, he was made chief commander of the 
Kentucky forces. On the 22nd day of August, 1812, he was 
commissioned Brigadier General in the Army of the United 
States by President Madison, and in September General 
Harrison was given full command of the non hwestern army 
by the Secretary o; War. 

Harrison arrived at tiie foot of the itapids of the Mau¬ 
mee the 2nd day of February, 1813, and immediately se¬ 
lected a location for a fort. His experience with General 
Wayne along the lower Maumee at the battle of Fa den 
Timbers and his later observations led him to choose as a 
site for this fort on the south side of the river, a high bluff 
point sixty feet above the low lands facing the river on the 
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north and a deep ravine on the east, and directly across the 
river from t|ie Village off Maumee; it was a short distance 
below the lowest fording place and at the head! o the navi¬ 
gable waters of the river, and near the lowest rapids. Cap¬ 
tain Woods, chief engineer, adopted the plan which em¬ 
braced eight block houses with heavy double timbers which 
would withstand their largest cannon; with four large can¬ 
non and a fortified area of seventy-five hundred eet in cir¬ 
cumference. The erection of the fort was begun early in 
February, and its construction was very slow on account of 
bad wea her and many other obstacles in the way of sick¬ 
ness and heavy work necessary. When the work was nearly 
complete* 1 it was named Fort Meigs in honor of the then 
governor of Ohio. 

Early in March, 1813, a party of Americans came to 
the fori from Detroit and reported that General Proctor 
was assembling an army of Canadian militia for the pur¬ 
pose of an attack on Fort Meigs. The mode of the assault 
was to establish strong batteries of their largest cannon on 
the north bank of the river iirectly opposite the fort, to >e 
manned by British artillerymen, while the savages were to 
cross the river some distance below the fort and assail the 
Americans on all sides. In the opinion of the British a few 
hours action of their big cannon would drive the Americans 
out into the arms of the savages. 

General Proctor had been informed at Malden of the 
building of Fort Meigs and oi the great amount of supplies 
being collected there. He was therefore gathering a force 
sufficient, in his opinion, for the capture o all, and he 
boasted to Tecumseh and his savages of their easy work to 
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secure the prize. The Canadian militia and the regulars 
embarked at Malden on a brig and several smaller vessels 
for Fort Meigs, convoyed by two gunboats with artillery. 
Nearly all the savage allies, or about fifteen hundred of 
them crossed the Detroit River and made their way on foot, 
while others accompanied the British in small boats. The 
army landed on the 28th 'lay of April neat - the old Fort 
Miami, about two miles below and on the opposite (left) 
tank of the river from Fort Meigs, where they made their 
principal encampment. 

This fort had been used by the British during General 
Wayne’s campaign of Fallen Timbers in 1794. The Amer¬ 
icans were unable to preverft their landing at this place, as 
die savages had been gathering in the vicinity of Fort 

ft 

Miami and had it thoroughly surrounded. 

Proctor’s army consisted oi five hundred and twenty- 
two regulars, and four hundred and sixty-one militia, and 
about two thousand Indians on the north side of the river. 

The British on their arrival immediately began moving 
their artillery. There had been much rain and the task of 
loving the heavy British cannon and placing them with 
two hundred men and several yoke of oxen to each twenty- 
tour hounder was very laborious. (>n the morning of April 
30 they had completed two batteries nearly opposite Fort 
Meigs on the sites ol the present Metho< isi and Presby¬ 
terian churches in Maumee City, the first mounting two 
twenty-four pounder cannon (the heaviest at Fort Meigs 
being two eighteen-pounders), and the other mounting three 

V 

howitzers, one eight-inch and the other two five and a hall 
inches caliber. It was estimated Ihat the large British! guns 
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threw not less than five hundred balls and shells at Fort 
Meigs during the most active day of the siege. The Amer¬ 
ican supply of balls and shells for their twelve pounders 
was limited |o abouf three hundred and sixty with about 
the same number for their eighteen pounders. These guns, 
therefore, answered those of the British only occasionally, 
and then to the best advantage. 

To increase the supply a gill of whiskey was offered for 
every British ball of the sizes delivered to Thomas L. Haw¬ 
kins, keeper of the magazine. The balls accepted for the 
reward were from the twelve pounders. The British com¬ 
pleted a third battery of three fwelve pounder cannon the 
night ot May 1 Jbetween the other two. A battery of several 
mortars was also put in operation on the lowlands near the 
river on the night of the 3rd of May, and that same night 
smaller cannon and mortars were taken across the river 
below the ort and were mourned. Some of these were 
within two hundred and fifty yards of the rear angles of 
Camp Meigs. But a few well directed shots from the 
American guns caused hasty removal of the nearer cannon. 

General Harrison directed the strengthening of the en¬ 
campment defenses as much as possible. With tile excep¬ 
tion of short intervals for block houses and batteries, this 
was picketed with timber fifteen feet long and from ten to 
twelve inches in diameter, set three feet in the ground. The 
army at this camp then numbered about eighteen hundred, 
and as soon as the lines of the fort were designated, portion 
of the labor was assigned to each corps, to erect the pickets 
and the erection of eight block houses with double timbers. 
To construct all the large storehouses and magazines re- 
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quire* 1 to contain the supplies of the army meant a large 
amount of work. A great deal of labor also was necessary 
in excavating ditches and making the abatis twelve feet 
high and twenty feet wide, and clearing away the wood and 
timber for a distance of more than six hundred feet around 
■the camp, which was twenty-five hundred yards, over one 
mile and one-third, in regular circumference. 

The garrison had enjoyed comparative quiet for two or 
three weeks, when about the first of April the soldiers be- 
came excited over a desperate encounter of about a dozen 
French volunteer comrades who, while reconnoitering by 
boat the channels around the large Ewing Island below the 
fort, were surprised an* violently assailed by two boat loads 
of savages, who were watching for them. In the encounter 
that ensued but one savage escaped death. Several of the 
Frenchmen were killed, and of the others but three escaped 
wounds. On the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of May the British kept 
up an unceasing shower of balls and shells upon the Fort, 
and the Indians climbed the trees in the vicinity of the 
Fort and poured in a galling fire upon the garrison. In this 
situation General Harrison received a summons from Gen¬ 
eral Proctor for a surrender of the garrison. This was an¬ 
swered by a prompt refusal, assuring the British general 
that it he obtained possession of the Fort it would not be 
by surrender upon any terms. That should it fall into his 
(General Proctor) hands, it would be in a manner that 

would do him more honor than any capitulation could pos¬ 
sibly do. 

The most dangerous duty which was performed in the 
precincts of he Fort was in covering the magazine. The 
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powder was kept in wagons where it had no protection 
against bombs. It was, therefore, removed into a small 
blockhouse and covered with earth. The enemy judging 
their intention now directed their shot to this point. Many 
of the balls were red hot. Several of the soldiers volun- 
eered to cover the magazine. One man was killed during 
this work. The number of casualties at the Ifort were about 
eighty-one killed and one hundred and eighty wounded. 
Several had to suffer amputation o limbs. 

< General Harrison, knowing thai < .eneral Green Clay’s 
Kentucky troops were on the way. dispatched Captain Wm. 
Oliver, commissary at the Ifort, with an oral message to 
hasten their coming. At twelve o’clock on the night of the 
4th, Captain Wm. Oliver arrived from General Clay with 
the welcome message of his approach, stating that he, Clay, 
was just above the Rapids and could react i the Fort in two 
hours, and requesting his orders. Harrison at once deter¬ 
mined upon a general sally, and directed Clay to land eight 
hundred men on the left bank, take possession of the British 
batteries, spike their cannon and immediately return to 
their boats and cross over to the American fort. The re¬ 
mainder of Clay’s force was ordered to land on the right 
bank and fight their way to the Fort. 

Captain Hamilton was ordered to proceed up the river 
in a pirogue, land on the right bank and should pilot < len- 

_ _ a 

eral Clay to the Fort, and then cross over and station his 
pirogue at the place designated for the other division £o 
land. When the orders were delivered to him (General 1 ’lay 
ordered Colonel 1 udley, as the senior colonel, to assail the 
batteries as directed by General Harrison. He was ordered 
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Uo take the men in the twelve front boats and execute 
General Harrison's orders on the left bank. 

;j|Rit-It was some time after daylight before the oncoming 
boats arrived at Hamilton’s station, about two miles above 
the British batteries. Colonel Dudley succeeded in effecting 
a landing. General Clay ke] t close along the right bank 
until he came opposite the place of Dudley’s landing, buff 
not finding the subaltern there, he attempted to cross over 
and join Colonel Dudley. But this was prevented by the 
violence of the current on the rapids, and he again attempted 
to land on the right bank and effected it with only fifty 
men, amid a brisk fire from the enemy on shore, and then 
made his way to the Fort, receiving their fire until within 
protection of the Fort’s guns. The other boats, under corn- 
man*! oi Colonel Boswell, were driven further down the 
current and landed on the left to join Colonel 1 Ridley. Here 
they were ordered to re-embark, land on the right bank and 
proceed to the Fort. 

Colonel Dudley executed his prescribed task most gal¬ 
lantly and successfully up to the capture of the batteries. 
When his command arrived near the batteries (which were 
in full action', the right led by Dudley, the left by Major 
Shelby, and the center by acting Major Morrison. Captain 
Combes, with thirty riflemen, including seven friendly 
aborigines, were in front and on the left flank. The columns 
marched so as to approach the batteries in a semi-circular 
front, Major Shelby’s command passing around between the 
batteries and the British camp. The orders were to move 
quietly, but savages fired on Dudley’s troops when near the 
batteries, and with a shout they charged, while the gunners 
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fled. The Americans rushed forward to the guns, spiked 
eleven of the largest and hauled down the enemy’s flag. 
But the Indians and British, in large numbers in the adja¬ 
cent woo ls, were pouring a terrific fire into the American 
ranks, so they were unable to complete the destruction of 
all the battery. This the brave Kentuckians could not stand 
without some resistance. The Americans were anxious for 
a contest, regardless of their short thirty days in the army 
and want of training, and being possessed of the spirit or 
the American patriot, the confidence and courage of a sol¬ 
dier, and exalted with their first success, they impetuously 
drove their enemy back into the woods. But they were soon 
involved in disorder and captured in the vicinity of where 
the Public Library now stands. 

Dudley was severely wounded in the action and aiter- 
wards tomahawked and scalped by the Indians. About 
five hundred were made prisoners, and the massacre started 
with the severest cruelty. They were marched to the British 
Fort Miami, under a guard of fifty British soldiers, where 
they were maltreated in every conceivable manner known 
to the savages. The dead and alive, heedless of their 
wounds, were stripped of their clothing, and those that could 
walk were taken. Some of the dead were eaten by the 
savages of die Minoumine tribe or left for food for the wolf 
logs that followed the savages. About forty of the Amer¬ 
icans were murdered within the coniines of Fort Miami in 
the presence of the British guards, General Proctor and the 
renegade Colonel Elliott and other British officers. 

This description does not bear out the statement of the 
Britisli officers that they buried the American dead. 
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Colonel Dudley landed with eight hundred and sixty- 
six men, his regiment numbering seven hundred and sixty- 
one, and, in addition there were sixty of Colonel William E. 
Boswell’s regiment and forty-five United States troops. 
About one hundred and seventy escaped to the Fort; about 
one hundred and ninety-six were killed in battle, and about 
the same number were murdered after their capture. 

At Fon Miami the prisoners were compelled to run the 
gauntlet where many were killed by the savages with war 
clubs, scalping knives, tomahawks and pistols. The Amer¬ 
icans called loudly for General Proctor and Colonel Elliott 
to come to their relief. At this critical moment Tecumseh 
came rushing in deeply excited, and denounced the mur¬ 
derers as cowards, d^ecumseh sprang from his horse, caught 
one of the savages by the throat and another by the breast 
and threw them to the ground. Drawing his tomahawk and 
scalping knife he ran in between the Americans and the 
savages, brandishing them with the fury of a madman and 
daring anyone ot the hundreds that surrounded him to 
attempt to murder another American. He then demanded 
in an authoritative tone where Proctor was, and casting his 
eyes upon him at a short distance, sternly inquired why tie 
had not put a stop to the inhuman massacre. “Sir,” said 
Proctor, “your aborigines can not be commanded.” “Be¬ 
gone,” retorted Tecumseh. with the greatest contempt, “you 
are unfit to command, go and put on petticoats.” 

G-'v '-.Four days after the battle, on the 9th, Proctor seeing 
no prospects of taking the fort and finding his Indians fast 
leaving him, raised the siege. 

Leaving General Green Clay in command, General 
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Harrison left Fort Meigs on the 12th of May and started 
eastward with an escort of cavalry for Lower Sandusky, 
now Fremont. In the meantime supplies were being has¬ 
tened forward with good success and everything seemed 
favorable to an early advance of the army, when General 
Harrison received at Franklington an express from General 
Clay informing him that a Frenchman, whom the British 
capture-1 at Dudley’s defeat, had escaped from Amherst- 
burg and informed him that Proctor was preparing for a 
second attack at Fort Meigs with an increased force, and 
that he, Clay, had ordered to Fort Meigs Colonel R. M. 
Johnson’s regiment, then at Fort Winchester, after guarding 
boatloads of supplies from Forts Barbee, Wayne and 
Amanda. 

Colonel Johnson, upon receiving General Clay’s dis¬ 
patch in the afternoon, gave orders for the march down the 
Maumee, and within half an hour the whole force was on 
their way. The provisions and baggage soon followed in 
boats and all stopped for the night at General Winchester’s 
Cam] No. 3. Early next morning the march was resumed 
and they arrived at Grand Rapids at five o’clock that even¬ 
ing. Here another dispatch was received from General 
Clay, cautioning against ambuscades by savages who were 
lying in wait In heir course. This information was com¬ 
municated to the soldiers who signified a desire to proceed 
notwithstanding the savages. 

A guard was left at Grand Rapids with the boats, 
which were to continue the journey at daylight the next 
morning. The main oody resumed the march, arriving at. 
the foot of the rapids on the left bank of the river at ten 
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o’clock, and there encamped for the night. At about ten 
o’clock the next morning the order of march was given and 
passing above t lie foot of the rapids t he Maumee was forded 
and the regiment encamped just above Fort Meigs. The 
fort was now in belter condition for defense than before 
its siege. The trees, logs and stumps had been cleared 
away for a greater distance. The garrison had suffered 
much sickness, and during June and July intermittent and 
virulent remittent fevers prevailed which, with dysentery 
and ot ler complications proved very fatal. Several soldiers 
died each day and night for some length of time, and the 
aggregate number increased to over one hundred deaths in 
a period of six weeks. 

General Harrison arrived at Fort Meigs on the 28th 
day of June. A detachment of one hundred and fifty under 
Colonel Johnson was ordered to reconnoiter the country, 
which they did without discovering any of the enemy, but 
the savages were now becoming more numerous and trou¬ 
blesome along the Maumee River. About the 15th of July 
fourteen soldiers, whose term of enlistment had expired at 
Fort Meigs, desired to return home on toot by way ot Fort 
Winchester. They were attacked by savages a few miles 
above Fort Meigs and only two escaped. 

IJlfliEighteen cavalrymen, under Lieutenant Craig, while 
passing up the rivet to guard some Hour at the ‘brand 
Rapids, were attacked by these savages. A retreat was or¬ 
dered and obeyed by all but three men, who pursued the 
enemy. 1 >ne of these three, Wyant by name, wounded a 
savage who seemed likely to escape until lie dismounted 
and followed him through the brush where the savage was 
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conquered and his weapons taken as trophies. For this 
courageous act Wyant was promoted to the rank of Ensign 
while Lieutenant Craig was cashiered by a court martial. 

On the 20th of July the boats of the enemy were dis¬ 
covered ascending the Maumee to Fort Meigs. The force 
which the enemy had now before the fort was five thousand 
men under Proctor and Tecumseh, and the number of In¬ 
dians was greater than any ever before assembled on any 
occasion during the war, while the defenders o the Fort 
amounted to only a few hundred. 

On the 21st Fort Meigs was surrounded by these five 
thousand British and Indians. General Clay called Wm. 
Oliver to his quarters, stating he feared the Fort would fall 
before the overwhelming force of the enemy. He implored 
Oliver to make his way through the Indian lines to General 
Harrison at I'pper Sandusky, saying “I will reward you 
liberally if you succeed in the attempt.” “I shall not put 
my life in the scale against money or promotion,” replied 
Oliver. ‘‘My country has higher calls upon me than these, 
and from a sense o duty I will make the trial.” Colonel 
John Miller, second in command to Clay, upon being in¬ 
formed of Oliver’s intentions, inquired of him if it were 
true. “Yes,” was Oliver’s reply. Miller, much excited, 

said, “You are a-fool. Why is it you are always called 

upon for these services of peril and danger?” 

General Clay requested Oliver to take with him any 
of his officers or men. He applied to one of the regular 
ofl cers to accompany him. The olf cer begged to be excused 
as he did not have the nerve. At length < diver succeeded 
in obtaining as a companion a Captain McCune, and the 
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men succeeded in getting away about nine o’clock ;th at same 
night. When scarcely a quarter of a mile from the fort 
they became separated, and in a short time they were nearly 
naked the briars and brush having torn away their clothing, 
and their bodies were covered with bruises. After a con¬ 
tinuous ride of one day and two nights Oliver arrived at 
Fort Stephenson, the camp of General Harrison, and deliv¬ 
ered his message. 

The British moved their main force to the right bank 
of the river on the 25th. but did not approach within a good 
range of the fort’s cannon. Proctor and Tecumseh formu¬ 
lated an ingenious strategic plan for the capture of Fort 
Meigs at night with litile fighting. The British secreted 
themselves in the deep ravine east of the fort. Tecumseh 
with a large number of savages, opened a brisk sham battle 
along the road leading toward Lower Sandusky as near the 
fort as practicable to make it appear to the garrison that 
they were attacking an American force coming to reinforce 
the fort, lliis ruse was for the purpose of drawing the 
garrison from the fort, when the British las with Colonel 
Dudley’s command) would, cut off their return and leave 
them to be surrounded and massacred by the horde of 
savages, while they would enter the gates under cover of 
the darkness, take the garrison by surprise and thus cap¬ 
ture the fort. 

Many of the garrison desired to sally forth and assist 
their supposed hard-presse< 1 comrades. General Clay, 
although unable to account for the firing, could not believe 
that General Harrison had so soon altered his intention, as 
expressed in a message despatched by Captain McCune, not 
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to send or come with any troops to Fort Meigs until there 
should appear further necessity for it. This intelligence, in 
a great measure, satisfied the officers, but not the men, who 
were extremely indignant at being prevented from going to 
share the danger of their commander-in-chief am brother 
soldiers. And, perhaps, had it not been for the interposition 
of a heavy shower of rain, which soon put an end to the 
battle, the General might have been persuaded to| march 
out, when a terrible massacre of the troops would have 
ensued. 

The enemy remained around the fort only one day after 
r ids, and on phe 28i 1 1 they embarked with their stores ancs 
proceeded down the river. The opportune arrival of Cap¬ 
tain McCune no doubt saved the fort, as the intelligence 
he brought was the means of preserving them from an in¬ 
geniously devised stratagem 01 Tecumseh. On the evening 
of the 29th General Harrison received intelligence by ex¬ 
press from General Clay that the enemy had abandoned 
the siege of Fort Meigs. 

It was difficult for several years to procure the neces¬ 
saries o) life, but the years 1814 and 1815 were years of 
unusual scarcity. Money had been at a discount of twenty- 
five per cent. Fort Meigs had teen very short of rations 
and in January a detail of soldiers were dispatched up the 
river to Fort Winchester where they obtained as much as 
they could carry. 

Fort Winchester had at tlaai time about three hundred 
barrels of flour, while Fort Meigs had very little. On the 
-7th o! January, 1814, eighty soldiers were reported at 
Fort Meigs, and 9,461 rations of meat, 29,390 of flour, 25,688 
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of whiskey, 1,271 quarts of salt, 1.018^4 pounds of soap, 948 
pounds of candles and 1,484 pounds of tallow and grease. 

! >ecember 24, 1814, when the United States entered 
into full peaceable possession of the Maumee River terri¬ 
tory, the discharge of volunteers and drafted men followed 
the reports of peace. The garrison at Fort Meigs was re¬ 
duced n:o fortv men under command of Lieutenant Almon 
Gibbs. In May, 1815, the military stores were loader! on 
the schooner Black Snake, under Captain Jacob Wilkinson, 
and taken to Detroit. 

Fort Meigs was thus abandoned. Immediately after 
the departure of the garrison in May, 1815, the buildings of 
Port Meigs were occupied by the arrival of civilians, who 
were seeking locations tor settlement, until houses could be 
constructed. There was-some contention over the pickets 
and timber of the fort, and finally one of the parties to the 

quarrel set the remaining ones on fire. 

* * * 

One of the largest meetings held in this Maumee Valley 
was held at Fort Meigs on the 11th day o June, 1840, 
during the presidential campaign of General Wm. Henry 
Harrison. The number in attendance was estimated at from 
forty |to sixty rMousan<1 people, who came from all parts of 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, New York and Pennsylvania. 

The principal speakers were < lenera ; Harrison and 
Thomas Corwin. Many of the soldiers who had served 
under General 1 larrison at Port Meigs were ]'resent. Among 
the incidents of the great political rally was the degrading 
of a large hickory pole that had been brought to the site of 
the fort by some Democrats to be erected to display their 
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party flag. Whigs of Maumee and Perrysburg gathered in 
the night and thrust this pole, little end down, into the deep 
water well, whicm hail been dug during the siege twenty- 
seven years before. 

Sixty-eight years passed by wlen, in 1908, once more 
the attention of the residents of the Maumee Valley and 
those of our nearby states were called to this sacred spot 
to dedicate the Fort Meigs monument in memory of fallen 
heroes of nearly a century ago. 

The pioneers were called to order at 10 o’clock A. M., 
President Foster Pratt presiding. The vice-presiden|s were 
Justice McDonald of Maumee, W. 0. Harris and J. L. 
Pray, Toledo, and A. R. Campbell, Bowling Green. Sec¬ 
retary, J. M. Wolcott, Maumee; Exuctive Committee, Rev. 
J. P. Michaelis and G. H. Blaker, Maumee; Jane Draper, 
G. N. Ba lou and Jacob Englehart. Toledo. Dedicatory 
exercises beginning at 2 o’clock were conducted by John B. 
Wilson, chairman of the Fort Meigs Commission. 

The exercises opened by the Waterville chorus of sev¬ 
enty-five trained voices leading in the singing of America. 
Rev. J. P. Michaelis of Maumee offered the following invo- 
ca ion: “Oh, Lord, God o| hosts, we beseech Thee to look 
with favor upon Thy people assembled here in Thy name. 
Inspire us to<lay with the same lofty ideals of unselfish love 
of country a: id of steadfast devotion to principle which 
many years ago Thou didst move the men from Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio to mingle their life blood 
in ('(msecrating these grounds a shrine of our heaven born 
American liberty. And as Thy servant Jacob, awakening 
from his sleep in the field ot Bethel, saitli trembling. ‘How 
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terrible is this place,’ so we now feel Thy awful presence 
that has hovered over this place, and we will pour the oil 
of gladness on the stone that is to he a monument of our 
gratitude, ( .rant, Oh Lord, that this shaft may always 
remind us and our children of Thy special gift to us, of 
freedom, and that we may always have that true apprecia¬ 
tion of the brotherhood of man, for which those whose dust 
lies yonder fought so bravely. That thus we may always 
rejoice in being able to turn to Thee and call Thee our 
Father. Amen.” 

Following the invocation Chairman Wilson, on behalf 
of the commission, presented to Governor H arris, on behalf 
of the State of Ohio, the monument. Chairman Wilson 
spoke in part as follows: 

“Ladies and Gentlemen: A little more than ninety- 
five years ago the battle of Fort Meigs was fought here. 

h- 

The results of that battle are a matter of history. Those 
familiar with the great results of that battle are truly 
grateful to the soldiers of that day, and honor them for the 
heroic deeds they accomplished. Vet, these grounds have 
remained all these years unmarked save by the silent earth 
works you see placed here by those brave men, for tiieir 
own defense. Beyond the ravine to the east there lie buried 
the Kentucky soldiers, and across the highway to the south 
are the consecrated grassy moulds of the Pittsburgh Blues, 
and at the extreme west end ot the fort, on the sloping 
banks of the Maumee, is the garrison burying ground, all 
unmarked, yet never disturbed b\ the owners of these 
grounds. And now to you. Governor Harris, as representa¬ 
tive of the State of 1 »hio, I deliver this hallowed propertv 
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and commit this sacre< trust, with the satisfying confi¬ 
dence that the property will be faithfully preserved, and 
the trust faithfully discharged. Besides this, Governor 
Harris, it is my pleasure to ask you to kindly take charge 
as chairman of the ‘urther exercises of the day.” 

Governor Harris responded in part as follows: 

"Mr. Chairman, Members of Fort Meigs Commission, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: The dedication of a monument is 
always a beautiful and impressive ceremony. This' is espe¬ 
cially so if the monument be one to commemorate some 
unselfish act, some sacrifice made for humanity, or some 
noble and heroic services rendered to the nation. This 
towering shaft which we dedicate today commemorates all 
these tilings and more. It at once serves to perpetuate the 
memory of those who struggled so bravely to save this 
territory to the United States, and is an inspiration of 
patriotism to the generations of the future. In conclusion, 
Centlemen of the Fort Meigs Commission, in the name of 
the Stake of Trio, I accept from your hands this monument, 
dedicated to American patriotism. I wish to commend you 
gentlemen of the commission for the satisfactory, business¬ 
like and eificient manner in which you have completed the 
work assigned you. I also desire to congratulate the mem¬ 
bers of the Maumee Valley Pioneer Association upon the 
fact that their efforts to secure a memorial to Fort Meigs 
have been so fittingly rewarded. Let us hope that this 
monument may stand here for ages, an object of pride and 
veneration to the people of our state, and an inspiration to 
the keenest appreciation ot our civic duties and the highest 
sense of patriotism.” 
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Then followed the addresses of the Lieutenant-Gov¬ 
ernor Honorable Robert S. Murphy of Pennsylvania, and 
that general of Confederate fame, Bennett, H. Young. Major 
Robert W. Hunter of Virginia, also a Confederate veteran, 
delivered a forcible address. After them followed the Hon¬ 
orable Joseph B. Foraker, United States Senator of < >hio, 
with a terse and vigorous address on behali o Ohio. 

The commemorative exercises were closed with the 
singing of the Star Spangled Banner by the Watervihe 
chorus choir, and the benediction pronounced by Rev. R. D. 
Hollington, of St. Paul’s M. E. 'hurch o Toledo, as fol¬ 
lows: ‘‘And now may the God, who inspired these men of 
old to deeds of daring on this hallowed spot, inspire our 
hearts to deeds of daring to preserve their heritage to us 
forever untarnished. Amen.” 
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OLD FORT MEIGS 

The following song, set to the tune, “Oh, Lonely Is the 
iforest Shade,” was written for the occasion of the celebra¬ 
tion of June 11, 1840, by a soldier who fought there. 

Oh, lovely is the old green fort, 

Where oft in days of old, 

Our gallant soldiers bravely fought 

’Gainst savage allies bold. 

But with the change o: years have gone 

That unrelenting foe, 

Since we fought here with Harrison 

A long time ago. 

It seems but yesterday I heard, 

From yonder thicket nigh, 

, . The unerring rifle’s short report— 

The Indian’s startling cry. 

Yon river flows between its banks, 

As wiien of old we came; 

Each grassy path, each sl ady nook, 

Seems to me still the same. 

But we are scattered now, whose faith 

Pledged here tlru weal or woe, 

With Harrison our soul to guard, 

A long time ago. 

But many a soldier’s tongue is mute, 

And clouded many a brow; 

And hearts that beat for honor then 

Have ceased their beating now. 

We ne’er shall meet again in life 

then we met, I trow; 

When we fought here with Harrison, 

A long time ago. 
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THE FIRST POSTOFFICE 

The first postoffice regularly established at the i’oot of 
the Rapids oi the Maumee was located on the north side o 
the river and within the present limits of the Village of 
Maumee. Amos Spat l ord was the postmaster. His com¬ 
mission bears date oi the 9th of June, 1810, and was signet 
by Gideon Granger, ’ostmaster General. 

In the year 1816 h was the only postoffice between the 
River Raisin and Lower Sandusky and between the head of 
he Maumee Bay and Fort Dearborn <now Chicago). Almon 
(bbbs being the postmaster. In 1827 the receipts of the 
Maumee postoffice were $50.78; in the year 1828 the receipts 
were $51.69; in 1830, $58.91. In the year 1827 the receipts 
of the Port Lawrence postoffice (now Toledo i tvere $18.06; 
in the year 1828 the receipts were $15.84; in 1830, $20.26. 

Amos Spaii’ord was also the first collector of customs. 
The records show T the exports to have been of but two 
classes, as follows: For the three mom hs ending June 30, 
1818, skins and urs $5,610.85, and twenty gallons of bear 

oil, $30.00. 


■M^M TECUMSEtfS I^AST BATTLE 

James Knaggs makes the following statement under 
oath: 

“I was attached to a company of mounted men called 
Rangers at the Battle of the T names in Upper Canada oi 
October 5, 1813. During the battle we charged into a 
swamp where several oi our horses mired down, and an 
order was given to retire to the hard ground in our rear, 
which we did. The Indians in front, believing that we were 
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retreating, immediately advanced upon us with Tecumseh 
at their head. I distinctly heard his voice, with which I 
was perfectly familiar. He yelled like a tiger, and urged 
on his braves to the attack. We were then but a few yards 
apart. We halted on the hard ground and continued our 
fire. After a few minutes of very severe fighting I discov¬ 
ered Colonel Johnson lying near, on the ground, with one 
leg confined by the body of his white mare, which had been 
killed, and had fallen upon him. My friend, Medard 
Labadie, was with me. 

“We went up to the Colonel, with whom we were pre¬ 
viously acquainted, and found him badly wounded, lying 
on his side, with one of his pistols lying in his hand. I saw 
Tecumseh at the same time, lying on his face, dead, and 
about fifteen or twenty feet from the Colonel. He was 
stretched at full length and was shot through the body, I 
think near the heart. The ball went out through his 1 ack. 
He held his tomahawk in his right hand (it had a brass 
pipe on the head of itE bis arm was extended as if striking 
and the edge of the tomahawk was stuck in the ground. 
Tecumseh was dressed in red speckled leggings and a fringed 
hunting shirt. He lay stretched directly toward Colonel 
Johnson. When we went up to the Colonel we offered to 
help him. He replied with great animation, ‘Knaggs, let 
me lay here, and push on and take Proctor.’ However, we 
liberatec him from his read horse, took his blanket from 
his saddle, placed him in it and bore him off the field. 

“I had known Tecumseh from my boyhood; we were 
boys {together. There was no other Indian killed immedi¬ 
ately around where Colonel Johnson or Tecumseh) lay, 
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though there were many near the creek, a few rods hack of 
where Tecumseh fell. I had no doubt then, and nave none 
now, that/ Tecumseh 'ell by tne hand of Oolonel Johnson. 

“The records show that Tecumseh’s character was that 
of a gallant and intrepid warrior, an nonest and iionorable 
man, and his memory is respected by all who personally 
knew him.” 

THE BATTLE OF FALLEN TIMBERS 

Many versions have been given o the battle of fallen 
Timbers, and anything relating to it and Mad Anthony 
Wayne are yet read with interest. The lollowing are recol¬ 
lections of the battle by one of Wayne’s cavalrymen to an 
old pioneer. That which he related of that memorable event 
in the history of the United States gives information re¬ 
garding the fight- that has not as yet appeared in history. 

“It will be seen that the place at which Turkey boot 
fell is clearly stated. The Americans, said the informant, 
were under the command of Wayne, who personally gave 
orders. While the Indians were led to battle by Turkey 
Leg, or more properly speaking, Turkey Fuersuer, know 
as Turkey Foot in history. Little Turtle is said to have 
been in supreme command. 

On August 16, 1794, Wayne left Fort Adams and on 
August 19 he camped at Roche-de-Boef, four miles above 
Fallen Timbers, lie was now within eight miles m F<>r r 
Miami, which was garrisoned by British troops. A eord- 
ingly, on August 20, Wayne having moved down :r>>m. 
Roche-de-Boef to Fallen Timbers, where light >g fortifi¬ 
cations were built for the purpose of misleading and de- 
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coying the Indians. A few men were kept in sight by 
Wayne inside the fortifications, the main body being con¬ 
cealed. The Indians crossed the prairie by a rapid move¬ 
ment and attempted to carry the fortification by storm, but 
at the opportune moment Wayne ordered his troops, two 
thousand in number, to fire upon the Indians, and volley 
after volley was delivered, the fire from the guns being so 
withering that the Indians were compelled to break, and 
were dismayed on observing that Wayne’s cavalry, four 
hundred in number, which he had concealed on his left, had 
deployed on the prairie in their rear, leaving the only way 
of escape down the river bottom. The battle was then 
practically over, and became a rout and slaughter. Wayne’s 
stentorian voice was heare above the din of battle shouting 

“Charge, bayonet, drive them to h-.” The contest was 

then with the bayonet in the hands of the American soldier 
on one side and the tomahawk and scalping knife in the 
hands of the painted savage on the other. 

How well this scene, placed upon canvas, would por¬ 
tray the character of the Indian battles on the ‘rontier of 


our country, oi which so little is known by the youth of 
our day; of the struggles tor supremacy by the white man 
contending with the savage. 

But more thrilling still is that of the fall of the intrepid 
chief, Turkey Foot, at the battle of the Fallen Timbers. 


i hi the great battle was at its height, and the Indian 
forces were beginning to give way and had retreated to near 
the foot of the ridge (Presque Isle), the Chief Turkey Foot, 

nmanded the coi federated forces at this time, sprang 
upon the rock (Turkey Foot) and swung his tomahawk 
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above his head, called upon his warriors to drive back the 
Long Knives and defend their ancient council fires and the 
graves of their fathers. And when uttering these magic 
solids to his braves, his breast was pierced by a rille ball 
and he fell, surrounded by his chiefs and warriors who 
attempted to carry him from the field, knowing that the 
day was lost. But returning consciousness warned him of 
their object, and he commanded them jto lay him by the 
rock, “for the (treat Manito has called and I am going.” 
His faithful followers left him, with his head pillowed upon 
the stone, and his life blood crimsoned its mossy surface, 
while his brave de enders fought over their fallen chief, 
contending against bayonet with the knife and tomanawk 

until outnumbered, they were forced to retire, leaving the 
body of their chief in the hands of the enemy. 

The incidents occurring in the very brief reference to 
the contest, with much more of the details, were given by 
the chiefs and warriors wdio took part in those bloody con¬ 
tests for supremacy on the now quiet banks of the beau¬ 
tiful river. 

What a scene for the painter’s brush: the contest about 

• j f 

the rock, the fall of the great chief at the close of the great 
battle of Fallen Timbers. 

This was even in after years a memorable spot for all 
the tribes of the northwest, as no Indian passed this rock 
without halting, and with a silent, impressive look, deposit¬ 
ing a small portion of kinnikanick upon its surface, and 
then passed on the trail, which led within a few feet of the 
grave of the chief. 
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TURKEY FOOT ROCK 

A large boulder which marks the battle of Fallen Tim¬ 
bers lays on the north side of the road at the foot of Presque 
Isle Hill, about three miles up the river from the Village 
of Maumee, where < >eneral Wayne achieved his grand vic¬ 
tory of the allie* Indian tribes of the northwest on August 
20, 1704. The Indians were commanded principally by Blue 
Jacket and Little Turtle. The once powerful tribe of 
Wyandotts lost all their chiefs, nine in number. It is re¬ 
corded that one of the bravest, of these Indian chiefs, called 
Turkey Foot, was slain fly Wayne’s soldiers near this rock, 
and that alter Wayne left the field, a few scattering mem¬ 
bers of the Wyandott nation made their way hack to the 
spot where their Chief had fallen, and carved what resem¬ 
bles turkey feet with their hatchets. These impressions of 
the turkey’s feet are still to be seen. 

SPEECH OF THE LITTLE TURTLE, 

AN INDIAN CHIEF 

The following specimen of Indian wisdom and pathetic 
eloquence, was addressed to a committee appointed by the 
Society of Friends, “For Promoting the Improvement and 
Civilization of the Indian Natives,” at Baltimore, in 1802. 
It presents a striking mirror to rhe contemplation of their 
white brethren. The example of the red chiefs oi die forest,, 
and the black chiefs of Hayti, in excluding “the poison of 
the moral world” from their people, deserves approbation 
and imitation. 

“Brothers and Friends: When our forefathers first 
mel on this island, your red brethren were very numerous. 
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But since the introduction amongst us of what you call 
spirituous liquors, any what we think may justly be caller 
POISON, our numbers are greatly diminished. It iias de¬ 
stroyed a great part of your red brethren. 

“My Brothers and Friends, we plainly perceive that 
you see the very evil which destroys your red njrethren; it 
is not an evil of our own making; we have not placed it 
amongst ourselves; ii is evil placed amongst us by the wiiice 
people; we look to |hem to remove it out of our country. 
We tell them, brethren, fetch us useful things; bring goods 
that will clot lie us, our women and our children, and not 
this evil liquor that destroys our reason, that destroys our 
health that destroys our lives. But all we can say on this 
subject is of no service, nor gives relief to your red brethren. 

“My Brothers and Friends, I rejoice to find that you 
agree in opinions with us, and express an anxiety to be, if 
possible, of service to us in removing this great evil out of 
our country; an evil which has had so much room in it, and 
has destroyed so many of our lives, that it causes our young 
men to say, ‘We had better be at war with the white 
oeople; this liquor which they introduce into our country, is 
more to be feared than the gun and the tomahawk. There 
are more of us dead since the treaty of Greenville, than we 
lost by the six years’ war before. It is all owing to the 
introduction of this liquor amongst usP 

“Brothers, when our young men have been out hunting, 
and are returning home loaded with skins and furs, on their 
way, if it happens that they come along where some of Ihis 
whiskey is deposited, the white man who sells it, tells them 
to take a little drink; some of them will say no, I do not 
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want it; they go on till they come to another house, where 
hi tin* ire oi Me same kind of drink; it is there offered 
again; hey re 1 use; and again the third time; but finally, 
the fourth or tilth time, one accepts of it, and takes a drink, 
and getting one, he wants another; and then a third and a 
fourth, till his senses have left him. 

“After is reason comes back again to him, when he 
gets up and finds where he is, he asks for his peltry; the 
answer is, 'You have drank them.’ 'Where is my gun?’ ‘It 
is gone.’ 'Where is my blanket?’ lit is gone.’ ‘Where is 
my shirt?’ ‘You have sold it for whiskey!’ Now, Brothers, 
figure to yourselves what condition this man must be in. 
He has a family at home, a wife and children who stand in 
need of the profits of his hunting. What must be their 
wants, when he, himself, is even without a shirt?” 

DESCENDANTS OF LITTLE TURTLE 

Of all the great Indian chiefs known in history the 
greatest of them all was Little Turtle. In war he was hon¬ 
orable, and as a statesman he had no equal. He had a keen, 
penetrating mind, quick to analyze a proposition in di¬ 
plomacy, and a sturdy defender of his race. Endowed 
with remarkable gifts in debate, it is a matter oi history 
that lie would have been enabled to cope wit) the most 
sagacious state minister of a European court. 

His Indian name was Me-she-kun-nogh-quak for Little 
Turtle, lie was the leader who overthrew the Federal 
armies in the expeditions of 1790 and 1791, which struck 
with dismay the white inhabitants of the exposed frontiers. 

In the third campaign he met defeat at the hands of 
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Mad Anthony Wayne, and at the treaty of Granville lie 
proved himself an intellectual giant. 

Little Turtle was of mixed Indian blood, half Mohican 
and half Miami, and was chief of the Miami tribe. He 
commanded the Indians at the battle of Defiance and took 
an active part in the dattle of Ifallen Timbers. He repre¬ 
sented his people in the negotiations that resulted in a 
treaty of peace at Granville, while General Wayne repre¬ 
sented the United Stares. lie also represented his tribe 
(tlie Miamis) in negotiations of the treaty at Fort Wayne 
in 1803, while Wm. H. Harrison represented the United 
States. So strong and firm was his friendship for the United 
States after this treaty that General Harrison, in his order 
to his troops to destroy Little Turtle’s town, gave caution 
that no buildings erected by the United States for the benefit 
O: Little Turtle should be destroyed. 

m^SHe died at Ft. Wayne, at which place he had great 
land interests, ant was buried t here fcy the commanding 
o iicer with all die honors o; war due to his high character 
and rank. 

It is certainly a proud distinction for anyone to have 
tlij| blood o| Little Turtle permeating through their veins, 
as he was the greatest aboriginal American. 

There are people in Maumee and vicinity who can 
boast of being lineal descendants of the Great Chief. Chief 
Little Turtle had only one child, a daughter, who married 
Capt. William Wells. The appellation given him was Black 
Snake. He was a wily, sagacious and intrepid warrior. He 
was captured at the age of twelve years when he was an 
inmate of the family of Hon. Nathaniel Poke of Kentucky, 
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being an adopted son. He was adopted by an Indian family, 
and when he grew to manhood married Little Turtle’s 
daughter. He fought on the side of Little Turtle in the 
contests with Generals Farmer and St. Clair. At the ap¬ 
proach of Wayne’s army in 1794 his recollections of early 
ties of country and kindred became so great that he man¬ 
fully went to his father-in-law, Little Turtle, and told I dm 
he would go over to the whites. 1 fe took high ran£ as cap¬ 
tain of the spies in Wayne’s army. After the treaty of 
peace at < iranville he was joined by his wife and family. 
He afterwards tvas a government Indian agent at Tort 
Wayne. In 1812 he was in command of Fort Wayne. 

When he heard of the order of General Hull to evacuate 
Fort Dearborn, he made a rapid march to reinforce Captain 
Heald. 1 )n his way he and his Miamis were attacked by 
five mndred Pottawatomies, two-thirds of the white people 
were slain or wounded, and provisions and baggage lost. He 
was beside his niece, Mrs. Captain Heald; he bade her 
good-bye and dashed into t he thickest of the fight. In the 
midst of the fight he saw a young Indian tomahawk twelve 
white children that were in a wagon. To avenge their mur¬ 
der he rushed into the Indian camp and deliberately shot 
Indians. His horse was killed and he was severely wounded 
in tile leg. A young Indian warrior tomahawked him, 
jumped upon him, cut out his heart and ate a portion ot it. 
This was on August 12, 1812. He was buried at Chicago 
near the spot where he was killed. A costly monument was 
erected to his memory. He was master of the Hnglish lan¬ 
guage and a valuable interpreter. 

Captain William Wells has four children: Anna, Re- 
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becca, Mary and William Wayne Weils. Mary Wells mar¬ 
ried James Wolcott. Captain Wells also had an adopted 
daughter, Jane Wells. 

Tames Wolcott settled in Maumee in 1826, ^having come 
from Ift. Wayne. He married the grand-daughter of Little 
Turtle, Mary Wells. In 1839 he was elected a Lucas 
County Common Pleas judge. In 1827 he erected the Wol¬ 
cott dwelling on River Tract No. 21. In 1839 he built the 
steamboat “General Harrison,” and in 1843 he built the 
steamboat “James Wolcott.” 

Mrs. Mary Wells Wolcott died at Maumee February 9, 
1843, at the age of forty-three years. Mr. Wolcott died at 
Maumee January 5, 1873, at the age of eighty-three years. 

Judge James Wolcott had five children: William W., Fred- 

* 

erick A., Henry C., Mary Ann, who married Smith Gilbert, 
and James W. Wolcott. Mary Ann was the great grand¬ 
daughter of Little Turtle. She was educated at Canan- 

i 

daigua Seminary and perfected herself in music. She lived 
at the old Wolcott homestead in Maumee until her death, 
which occurred April 30, 1891. She was born June 6, 1827. 
Mrs. Gilbert had very dark l air, a piercing eye, and her 
every movement bespoke the royal blood from which spe 
came. She had a firm, quick step and was very graceful. 

Little Turtle, the great chief of the Miamis, died on 
July 14, 1812. 
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HEROIC SACRIFICE 

Do you, an American, love to hear of early days, and 
of the wonderful courage displayed by those who took part 
in delivering this Maumee River Valley from the possession 
of a race, which, according to the laws of nature, have had 
their time on earth, and that hey were r,o yield unto a 
populace of a strong and thrifty people, who devote a great 
part of their lives to memorialize the good and the brave? 

Do you, the people of Maumee, today realize at what 
a sacrifice of life and of suffering, that you are now enjoying 
in peace and contentment, the privilege of this beautiful 
situation, and the comforts of magnificent homes? Do you 
ever stop to consider that you are daily treading over 
ground that was but a short time ago consecrated to civil 
humanity with the blood of hundret Is of American boys, 
that the highest moral standard of society might prevail? 

From the year 1774, when Colonel Alexander McKee 
deserted the American people and allied himself with the 
renegades, Matthew Elliott and Simon Girty, as an Indian 
agent for the British and established an agency house in 
what is now the Village of Maumee, at or near the foot of 
Ford Street, and there supplied the savages with fire arms, 
ammunition, knives and tomahawks with which to raid and 
murder Americans, and whiskey was given as reward, and 
scalps were bought at stated prices until 1794, when Gen¬ 
eral Anthony Wayne made that grand drive down the north 
side of the Miami of Lake Erie (Maumee River) and routed 
an overwhelming army of Indians and British at Fallen 
Timbers (Turkey Foot Rock) on the 20th day of August, 
and drove them with great slaughter over the ground now 
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occupied by the inhabitants of Maumee, destroyed tine 
British agency house and compelled tiiat traitor Colonel 
McKee to seek safety with the British at Fort Miami, while 
General Anthony Wayne made a successful campaign 
against a horde of Indians with their British allies. 

But he failed to destroy the British stronghold, Fort 
Miami, or to create a very great impression m the minds 
01 the enemy as to the danger of their continued aggression; 
nor was there any cessation of their influence of the savages, 
and for nineteen years the British succeeded in keepinjjg the 
savages in a war-like temper. There was no lasting peace 
established until on that memorable spring morning, the 5th 
of May, 1813, when all nature spread a beautiful spray of 
meliorating loveliness over all things; when the illustrious 
Colonel William Dudley and his brave Kentuckians made 
the last assault on the British and their Indian allies by 

■- I 

attacking their batteries and destroying eleven of the largest 
cannon, two being twenty-four pounders, two eighteen 
pounders, and three howitzers, one eight-inch, the other two 
live-and-a-half inches. 

But being so hard pressed by the British and Indians 
pouring a errific fire into the American ranks from the pro- 
te tiou of the adjacent woods, they were unable to complete 
the destruction of all the battery. This, the brave Ken¬ 
tuckians would lot stand without some resistance, being 
possessed I the spirit of the American patriot, and confi¬ 
dence and (•( urage ol a soldier, and it is not presumed that 
t in - American boys would pursue the enemy for thirty 
days, then bo li lie-hfearated under the I re before their orders 
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had been fully carried out, so they proceeded to defend 
their position. 

Colonel Dudley was unable to restrain the enthusiasm 
of his men. The savages were reinforced by the British and 
the battle raged furiously on all sides. Dudley was severely 
wounded and afterwards scalped by the Indians, and being 
without a leader, the brave Kentuckians were made prison¬ 
ers, at or near where the Public Library now stands. The 
massacre started with the severest cruelty. They were 
marched to the British Fort Miami under a guard of fifty 
British soldiers, where they were maltreated in every con¬ 
ceivable manner known to the savages. The dead and alive, 
heedless of their wounds, were stripped of their clothing, 
and those that could walk were taken. Some of the dead 
were eaten by the savages o the Minoumine jjtribe, or left 
for food for the wolf dogs that followed the aborigines. 
About orty of the Americans were murdered within the 
confines of Fort Miami, in the way of amusement or the 
savages, and in the presence of the British guards, < General 
Proctor and [the renegade Colonel Elliott and other British 
officers. : 

This description does not bear out the statement of the 
British officers that they buried the American dead. Four 
days after the battle, on the 9th. the British and Indians 
had left the north side o the river. The fragments o 
forty-five of Dudley's men were found by the American 
soldiers and conveyed across the river and buried near 
Fort Meigs. 

Proctor’s army consisted of five hundred and twenty- 
two regulars, four hundred and sixty-one militia, and a)tout 
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two thousand Indians on the north side of the river. Dudley- 
had eight hundred and sixty-six men, seven hundred and 
sixty-one were raw recruits with only thirty days training, 
and only one hundred anc| five were trained soldiers. About 
one hundred and ninety-six were killed in battle, and about 
the same number were murdered after their capture as were 
killed in the battle. 

The commanders of the American army foresaw the 
disaster that would befall them if the bombardment of Fort 
Meigs was permitted to continue. With five thousand sav¬ 
ages and fifteen hundred British soldiers at the foot of the 
rapids, it became evident without saying that a grand sally 
must be executed. The critical moment had arrived in the 
battle, and the victory of Fort Meigs was of the greatest 
importance. Had General Harrison been defeated, the 
battle of the Thames would never have been fought. The 
whole northwest would have been in the hands of the 
British and Indians, and the frontiers along the whole con¬ 
tinent would not have been safe against the attacks of the 
savages. 

^pS^e capture of Fort Meigs by General Proctor would 
have lighted the torch in all o the northwest, and Colonel 
Dudley, with nearly eight hundred untrained men, was 
chosen to undertake this hazardous task of destroying the 
nailery. The move was absolutely necessary. The sacrifice 
must be made, and it was a glorious influence that directed 
the American soldiers to offer their lives on the altar of 
American civilization. It was the last stand for Proctor 
an* his army, and Fort Meigs was saved from capture. But 
it was a sorrowful conquest which subscribed to the most 
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glorious pages of American history, and there are no grass 
covered mounds to mark the place of their victory, so 
tread softly. 

Somewhere beneath this moss-covered sward in silence 
sleeps a brave, who in the darkest hour never felt a fear. 

Tread lightly, this is hallow r ed ground. 

We know not where a sacred spot may be, but the 
spirit of centuries may hear and awaken to die fragments 
of memories, only the waters as they pass by seem to 
breathe a solemn dirge. But we commemorate the field 
with music and song where men laid down their lives for 
honor or gold, but never a rose for the hero that redeemed 
the new' w r orld. 


WHITMORE KNAGGS 

Whitmore Knaggs was the son of < leorge Knaggs and 
Rachel Sly and was born at Maumee in 1763. It was here 
w r here George Knaggs, an Englishman of good family, 
brought his wife in 1760. George B. Knaggs, the son of 
Whitmore Knaggs, was born at Detroit, Mich., January 4th. 
1800, and came to the Maumee in 1816 to assist his father 
to erect the first frame house on the Maumee. This w r as a 
two-story house situated on the west bank of the river 
about four hundred feet west o the Terminal bridge. 

1 leorge Knaggs was at Fort Gampbell (Miami) in 
1763 at the time the fort was surrendered by the French 
to the British. He was a noted Indian interpreter and spoke 
six or seven Indian languages, besides English anb French. 
He was knowm to have great influence with the Indians. 
Whitmore Knaggs was adoptei l by the < >ttawa Indians as a 
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member of their nation and was held in high esteem by the 
Indians of the Maumee region. In July, 1784, the head men 
of the Ottawa nation, in consideration of love and affection, 
deeded him a tract of land in Maumee, on part of which 
Fort Miami is situated. This tract of land was equivalent 
to 3,684 acres. 

W hitmore Knaggs was appointed a United States 
Indian Agent when he was 18 years of age and the appoint¬ 
ment was maue by President Washington. He was official 
interpreter for the United States Army under General An¬ 
thony Wayne and was with Wayne’s Army at jthe battle of 
Fallen Timbers in 1794. He was also at Frenchtown on 
the River Raisin January 22, 1813, when he acted as guide 
to General Winchester at the massacre, where lie barely 
escaped death. An Indian warrior, whom Knaggs had be¬ 
friended, interfered or his protection. 

About 1819 Whitmore Knaggs gave his son, George B. 
Knaggs, a farm on tiie Maumee River just below the site 
of old Fort Miami, which was a part of the 3,684 acres 
granted him by the Ottawa Indians in 1784, and gave to 
his son, John, a farm on the Maumee, below that of George 
B. Knaggs. In 1819 George B. Knaggs was made an Indian 
chief. After being elected chief, he signed some important 
treaties at Saginaw, Mich. Soon after coming to the Mau¬ 
mee to assist his father to erect his house, George B. Knaggs 
went into partnership with his brother John as Indian 
traders near Fort Miami, where 1 is father was born. He 
soon gave up the Indian trade and became a clerk at 
Maumee for John E, Hunt. In 1825 he built a house on 
his father’s land below Fort Miami. In 1828 he married 
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Matilda Lee of Penn Yan, N. Y. Mrs. Knaggs died in 

_ _ * * * * -r 

1847. In 1849 he married Miss Laura Bosley of Bosley’s 
Mills, <Genesee, Livingston ’ounty, N. Y. 

Among the many distinguished persons who were Mr. 
Knagg’s friends and guests at his Maumee home were < Gen- 
eral William Henry Harrison, who was entertained during 
his campaign for the presidency in 1840; Richard M. John¬ 
ston, vice-president under President Van Buren; Governor 

Lewis (lass, Mrs. (lass and their daughter Bell; Mrs. (reorge 

*.. 

B. McClellan, wife oi General McClellan; Governor Lucas 
oi Ohio i at the time of the < >hio and Michigan War); ( Gov¬ 
ernor Hull of Michigan and his nephew 7 , Isaac Hull .(Isaac 
lived at Maumee); and General George Croghan (the hero 
of Fort Stephenson at Sandusky), and many odier distin¬ 
guished persons. 

Miss Antoinette Knaggs, daughter of < George B. Knaggs, 
grand-daughter of Whitmore Knaggs, their only child, is a 
very superior lady. A:ter her father’s death, she was edu¬ 
cated at the Ursuline Convent at Toledo. Sne was elected 
Ito the Board of Education for the Third Ward of Maumee 
and served six years. She still lives in the grand old man¬ 
sion erected by her father in 1825, where Mr. vnaggs die-i 
in 1866 and Mrs. Knaggs followed 1 ter partner to life’s 
close in the same old mansion in 1916. 


Dr. Horatio Conant 
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DR. HORATIO CONANT 

Dr. Horatio Conant was born in Norwich, Ct., Nov. 24, 
1785. From there he removed with his parents in 1800 to 
Middlebury, Vt. He graduated at Middlebury College in 
1810; also graduated in medicine at New Haven, Ct., in 
1812. He served as assistant surgeon of U. S. Volunteers a 
short time after the battle oi Plat;t,sburgh, War of 1812-13. 
In 1816 he came to Maumee, where he was associated with 
Almon Gibbs in the mercantile business. He continued in 
that business about one year; he also practiced medicine at 
the same time, and in the winter of 1817 and 1818 lie taught 
the village school. 

Dr. Conant was one of the earliest schoolmasters in the 
Maumee Valley and probably the first teacher in Maumee 
City. He was paid proportionally by the parents of the 
pupils, and was to be the equivalent to $25.00 per month 
and board. Although at different periods he held several 
official positions, collector of customs, justice of the peace 
for nearly half a century. Dr. Conant acted as clerk o the 
Court of Common Pleas on the 7th day oi September, 1835, 
in the organization oi Lucas bounty. He was also appointed 
as the first clerk of the county. He made his profession his 
chief business. His professional visits extended up the 
Maumee River to Defiance, and north to the River Raisin 
Monroe, Mich. i, and the same distance east and south. In 
one instance in making a horseback trip to Defiance he 
swam no less than eight streams. At Defiance be left his 
horse and. purchased a canoe in which lie floated down to 
his home. Dec. 17, 1817. he married Mrs. Eliza Forsyth, 
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widow of Captain Forsyth. Mrs. Conant died April 4, 1828. 
On Aug. 3, 1832, he married Mrs. Eunice Upton. 

In the discharge of his professional duties, in the early 
settlement of the country, when streams were without 
bridges and the roads in bad condition, he encountered 
many exposures and perils. He enjoyed general good health. 
He witnessed the transformation of the country from a 
wilderness jo a state of high cultivation. Dr. Conant aided 
in planting white settlements and civilization in this then 
wilderness country. In 1848 he was elected mayor of Mau¬ 
mee City. He also represented Maumee City at a conven¬ 
tion held at Chicago July 5, 1847, with reference to the 
improvements of the harbors of Lake Erie, which included 
also in its aims the navigable rivers. 

Mrs. Eunice iUpton) Conant died June 8, 1877. Dr. 
Conant died Dec. 10, 1879, at the age of 94 years. The 
pages oi the Maumee City records afford evidence that Dr. 
Conant was among the most public spirited citizens, as lie 
was one of the earliest physicians anil also the earliest mer¬ 
chant in the valley. 


ANDREW COFFINBERRY 

Andrew Coffinberry acquired the soubriquet of the 
‘‘Good Count Coffinberry” by reason of his kindly nature, 
genteel address and extraordinary neatness of dress. He 
was born in Virginia in 1788 and removed to Mansfield 
about 1808. After the war he studied law there, and for 
nearly half a century practiced in many of the counties oi 
northwestern Ohio. He removed to Maumee City in 1841 
and practiced his profession until about the time the seat of 
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justice was removed from Maumee pity to Toledo. He was 
very much interested in the border controversy between the 
State of Ohio and the Territory o Michigan, and accom¬ 
panied < iovernor Lucas as counsel in his military expedition 
o the frontier, for the purpose of vindicating the tit le of the 
State of Ohio to the harbor of Toledo in 1835. 

His boyhood was passed upon the extreme verge of 
western civilization. He was indifferent to the acquisition 
of wealth fearless and out spoken in the expression of his 
convictions on all subjects. He was without malice and 
there was no taint of bitterness or ill nature in his compo¬ 
sition. lie was faithful to ail his engagements, zealous and 
elficient in the cause of his client. His habits were always 
good, his life simple and pure, but amongst all his compeers 
no one enjoyed social occasions more than he, whilst his 
quaint wit and pleasant; temper •■ontributed largely >o die 
enjoyment of others. Many good stories are told of him. 

A gentleman related the following anecdote of the count: 

“The dignity and grace of the count, in addressing a 
court or jury, were conspicuous, and even his attitude was 
very marked. In the year 1840 he was the Whig candidate 
for the state Senate, and Colonel Wm. Sawyer was the 
Democratic candidate for C ongress againsi Patrick >1. 
Doode. Colonel Sawyer, having been advertised to address 
a meeting at Maumee City, the friends of Mr. < loffinberry 
challenged Sawyer to engage in a joint discussion. Colonel 
Sawyer promptly accepted the challenge. The odds were 
unequal, as the count, although a lawyer of acknowledged 
power, possessed none of the elements which form the suc¬ 
cessful politician: while Sawyer was an old campaigner and 
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thoroughly posted on public measures and party issues, and 
on all the arts and devices of the politician. 

“Under the arrangement Sawyer made the opening 
speech. He charged upon the leaders of the Whig party, 
iat they were aristocrats, controlling the banking and 
moneyed interests of the country, and that their professed 
sympathy with the real dwellers in log cabins was a sl am 
and a fraud. The wire pullers of the Whig party, he said, 
occupied the palaces of the 'and, and were arrayed in purple 
and fine linen. (Here he gave a significant glance ai the 
count himself, designed to convey the intimation that he 
was ‘one of 'em.’) ‘As to myself,’ continued Sawyer, I was 
iborn in a log cabin, and I yet reside in a log cabin. My 
blacksmith shop, where, when a| home, my circumstances 
•compel me to severe toil about twelve hours out of twenty- 
four, is a log cabin. My associations, sympathies and hopes 
have ever been and now are, identified with the pioneers of 
the country, and the occupants of log cabins. Gan my 
highly aristocratic friend, who is to follow me in this dis¬ 
cussion. and who resides in a lordly mansion almost within 
the sight of this audience, say this for himself?’ 

“Slightly embarrassed and vexed, the count arose, 
struck his characteristic attitude, and commenced by depre¬ 
ciating the personal allusions in which his friend Colonel 
Sawyer, had thought proper to indulge. To get even with 
his opponent , he tossed his head back to a point that looked 
towards the zenith and exclaimed with great emphasis, ‘Yes, 
gentlemen, if |here is any merit in having been born in a 
log cabin, I. too, Mr. Chairman, and ladies and fellow citi¬ 
zens, was born in a log cabin—in the first instance.’ The 
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latter part of the sentence being one that he was accustomed 
to use in his opening addresses before courts and juries. 

This incident virtually closed the political controversy be- 

* 

tween Mr. Coffinberry and Colonel Sawyer, and for that 
campaign, at least, virtually placed the former upon the 
retired list.” 

Andrew Coffinberry, t|ie good count, died at Findlay, 
May 12, 1856. at the age of 68 years. 

JAMES M. COFFINBERRY 

The ollowing is a sketch of .fames M. Coffinberry, one 

of Maumee^s distinguished citizens. 

James M. Coffinberry, son of Andrew Coffinberry, was 

born in Mansfield, Ohio, in 1818. He studied law with his 

father, who located in Maumee City in 1841, and opened a 

law office with his father. He very early gained the public 

* 

confidence, being esteemed for his personal and professional 
integrity. He was elected to the Maumee City Council in 
1844 and served two years. He took a prominent part in 
the affairs of the city, and in 1845 was elected and served 
as prosecuting attorney for Lucas County for several years. 
In 1855 he removed to Cleveland where he entered very 
readily into a good practice, and took high rank ai the bar, 
which numbered among its members some of the best law¬ 
yers in the state. In 1861 he was elected judge of the Court 
of Common Pleas in Cuyahoga County and performed the 
duties of the office for five vears. 
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JOHN ELLIOTT HUNT 

John Elliott Hunt was born at Ft. Wayne, Ind., within 
the fort, April 11, 1798. He was the seventh oi a family of 
eleven children of Thomas and Eunice 'Willington) Hunt 
of Watertown, near Boston, Mass. The father of John 
Elliott Hunt was Colonel Thomas Hunt of the First regi- 

M 

ment ol the United States Infantry. He was a volunteer 
and rook part in the battle oi Lexington, and also rendered 
service at the battle of Bunker Hili, where he was wounded. 
Subsequently, under General Anthony Wayne, at the storm¬ 
ing oi the British fort at Stoney Point on jthe Hudson, he 
received a bayonet w r ound. In 1793 he received a com¬ 
mission from President Washington as Major. Colonel 
Hunt was in command oi Fort Defiance, eighteen months 
after the battle oi Fallen Timbers. In 1796 he was ordered 
to the command o: Fort Wayne, which post lie held 
until 1798. 

General John E. Hunt spent his earlier years chiefly 
with an older brother, Henrv Hunt, merchant of Detroit. 
He was married at the house of (Governor Lewis Cass, De¬ 
troit, on the 29th day of May, 1822, to Miss Sophia Spencer, 
daughter o Ur. Spencer of Connecticut. In 1816 John E. 
Hunt came to the town of Maumee where he subsequently 
resided, and at once started in business, and for many years 
was in the mercantile trade, whic i was largely with the 
Indians with! whom his relations were ever friendly. He, 
in a large measure, possessed their confidence and regard. 
He was the first senator from this district after the organ¬ 
ization ol Lucas County in 1835, serving two years, as he 
also did in that body in 1839 and 1841, where he took a 
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prominent position. He was a member of the state consti¬ 
tutional convention of 1850 and 1851. In 1851 he was 
elected treasurer of Lucas County, serving as such for two 
years. In 1837 he was elected by the Legislature a Major 
General of the Eighteenth Division, Ohio Militia. 

Mr. Hunt resided at Maumee City from 1816 until 
853. On March 25, 1839, he was elected mayor of Mau¬ 
mee City. He at once organized a movement in an effort 
to remove the county seat from Toledo to Maumee City. 
On June 17. 1840, the proposals of John E. Hunt and others, 
wit) i a bond of $10,000.00 for t|e erection of county build¬ 
ings at Maumee City were accepted, and for that purpose 
he donated $3,000.00. and July 2, 1844, his bond was re¬ 
turned as the agreement with the commissioners had been 
complied with. 

Mrs. Hunt was born in western Virginia in 1796 and 
died at Toledo Dec. 25, 1876. Probably among all pioneers 
of the Maumee Valley, no one brought a higher degree of 
personal grace than did she. She was eminently a Christian. 
She was united with the Presbyterian church while quite 
young. Upon coming to Maumee City, there being no 
church of that denomination, she cast her lot with the Meth¬ 
odist Episcopa cl lurch , and ever after retained such con¬ 
nection, in which she was specially active and useful. For 
fifty-four years she was permitted to walk with the partner 
of her choice, who followed her to life’s close July 22, 1877. 
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JUDGE JAMES WOLCOTT 

James Wolcott was born at Torrington, Ct., November 
3rd, 1789. He was the son of Guy and Abigail Allyn Wol¬ 
cott, who migrated to Tallmadge, Summit County, Ohio, 
from Litchfield, Ct., in 1822. He was one o' the early 
pioneers of the Maumee Valley. He came to Maumee City 
in 1826 and settled on River Tract No. 21. He was a man 
of intelligence and being of an enterprising disposition, he 
soon became intereste< I in several business adventures. He 
engage ! in 1 lie forwarding and commission business. He 
was also a dealer in dry goods, groceries and hardware. In 
1839 lie built the steamboat ‘‘General Harrison” of 250 
tons burthen, and in 1843 lie built the steamer “Barnes Wol¬ 
cott” of 100 tons burthen. 

In 838 when Maumee City was incorporated lie was 
elected to the City Council and on the 20th day of March 
he was chosen the first president to preside over that body. 
In 1839 |e was elected a Lucas County Common Pleas 
judge. He was also an enthusiastic worker in an effort to 
remove the Lucas County seat from Toledo to Maumee 
City and made a very liberal donation toward the erection 
of die county buildings at Maumee City. In 1827 lie 
erected the Wolcott dwelling on River Tract No. 21, on the 
hank of the Maumee, overlooking a great amphitheatre of 
the most beautiful natural scenery in northwestern Ohio. 
1 he building is somewhat antiquated in style. It is two 
stories high and about twenty-eight by forty feet in size 
will a portico in front with an upper veranda. The 
structure was built of hewed logs with lap siding on die 
outside and lathed and plastered on the inside, fin diis 
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mansion Mr. and Mrs. WolcoU resided until t lie close 01 
life’s journey. He was married at, St. Louis on the 8th day 
of March, 1821, to Miss Mary Wells, daughter of < ’aptain 
William Wells and the grand-daughter of the great Miami 
Chief, Little Turtle. 

Many a festive gathering has the old mansion wit¬ 
nessed in its palmy days. When the last century was yet 
young, the society that/ gathered there was made up of the 
families of General John E. Hunt, Judge Robert Forsyth, 
Curtis Hull, Isaac Hull, the Spaffords, the Waites, the Hub¬ 
bles and many of the most prominent inhabitants of the 
community. The society of that day was somewhat differ¬ 
ent from that of today. When the Lucas County Court was 
in session at Maumee City, many of the prominent mem¬ 
bers of n he bar from all over the state were present and 

then society was at its gayest. Parties and balls made a 
continual round o’ pleasure. 

: 'ne ot the rooms in the Wolcott home deserves to be 
called the Colonial room. The quaint old piano is over one 
hundred years old and is the first one brought to the 
northwest. The old-fashioned clock on the mantel is in 
keeping with the other furniture—even a shelf of books that 
have some rare old poems; Little Turtle’s tomahawk and 
pipe and many ocher artic es that are now only reminders 

V 

of early days. Within a few hundred feet of the Wolcott 
home was the first building ever erected in this section of 
the country for the Protestant Episcopal Church and So¬ 
ciety of Maumee and Miami City—a little building known 
as the chapel by the Episcopalians. From this humble 
little church all the other episcopal churches in the vicinity 
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branched out. Later, when St. Paul's was built on Wayne 
Stsleet, this chlapel was used as a school room where children 
were taught the quaint old manners of the day. 

Mrs. Wolcott died February 9th, 1843, at the age of 
43 years. Mr. Wolcott followed his partner at the age of 
83 years. Mrs. Frederika Gilbert Hull, a grand-daughter, 
widow of William Hull, and a great grand-daughter, Rilla 
Ellen Hull, still occupy the grand old mansion. 

JOHN CHURCH ALLEN 

John Church Allen was born in Martha’s Vineyard, 
Mass., January 27, 1809. In 1815 he came with his father 
and family to Ohio and settled at Zanesville. March 10, 
1835, John C. Allen arrived at Maumee City where he soon 
opened a grocery and provision store, and early the fol¬ 
lowing year he opened a tavern in the Central House. In 
1839 he sold his tavern business to Elijah Clark, and con¬ 
tinued in the provision business on Erie Street i now Harri¬ 
son Avenue) in company with a Mr. Gibbons, until he 
move’ his merchandise to the corner of Wayne and Conant 
Streets, where he continued in the mercantile trade until 
1872, when he retired at the age of 62. 

Mr. Allen always look a prominent part in the affairs 
of the city. He was elected a member of the first city 
Council in 1838. On the 29t 1 i day of March. 1847. he was 
elected mayor of Maumee City, and for twenty years he 
served the city as treasurer. In 1841, the first year the 
county seat was established at Maumee City, Mr. Allen was 
assistant county treasurer, and for many years he was an 
active member of the Board of Education. 
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Throughout a long life of activity he bore among his 
fellow citizens the character of a man of strict integrity and 
usefulness. Mr. Allen was married to Miss Nancy Kirt- 
lan< of Parkman, Guagua County, September 30, 1839. She 
was born in Guagua County March 8, 1817. Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen were members of the Protestant Episcopal Church at 
Maumee City. 

Mr. Allen (tied February 16, 1895. Mrs. Allen followed 
the partner o her choice to life’s close November 30, 1912. 

REV. MARK RKMARDSON 

Mark Richardson, an outstanding figure in the history 
of Maumee City for more than fifty years. 

Mark Richardson was born in Ireland May 23, 1814, 
and at the age of 21 lie came to the United States and landed 
at New York in 1835. Through apprenticeship in Ireland 
he learned the tanner’s trade and worked at that business at 
different places in New York for several years. (>n the 31st 
of January, 1838, he was married to Miss Lucinda Meagley 
at Canajoharie, N. Y., and five years later, in 1843, came 
to (>l io and settled in Perrysburg for a short time, although 
his work was in Maumee City. In 1849 he moved his 
family to Maumee. 

Shortly a ter coming west he was taken into member¬ 
ship oi the Methodisl church, and in 1846 as a local 
preacher he began the work in that church which made him 
so well known all over non Ilwestern Ohio. lie has espe¬ 
cially attached himself to the people of Maumee City and 
Lucas County of all classes by the active interest taken by 
him in the general welfare of the community, as connected 
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with the promotion of sound morals and the maintenance of 
good order. His inborn eloquence and much hard study 
gave him a standing as a preacher and orator, in his prime, 
second to none in the Conference of which he was a mem¬ 
ber. His ability as a public speaker was well displayed in 
June, 1870, when he with Morrison R, Waite, James Taylor 
and many other distinguished men, attended a reception 
held in behalf of the citizens of Maumee to a party of forty 
of the veterans of the War oi 1812 and 1813, who had served 


Meigs 


Mr 


Richardson delivered the address ot the day. 

Again his ability as an orator was manifested on the 
occasion of the dedication of the Soldiers’ Monument on 
the High School grounds. The orator of the day having 

fai ed to come, Mr. Richardson was called upon to make 
the address. Without preparation, hut full of the inspira¬ 
tion of the moment drawn from the occasion and the cause, 
he delivered an address long to be remembered by those in 
attendance. 

Mr. Richardson served Maumee City as a member of 
die Board of Education when the present High School was 
built, which stands today as a monument to those who were 
instrumental in providing that grand edifice, and he was 
ever full of love and loyalty to this home city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richardson were permitted to enjoy the 
companionship of each other for fifty-nine years. Mark 
Richardson died February 22, 1897, and Mrs. Richardson 
followed the partner of her choice to life's close on April 

11, 1902. 
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MORRISON REMICK WAITE 

The Honorable Morrison Remick Waite was born in 
Lyme, Ct., Nov. 29, 1816. He was descended from a long 
line of eminent jurists. His pilgrim ancestor was a son of 
one of the judges who condemned King Charles I. His 
father was a justice of the Supreme Court of Connecticut. 
Morrison R. Waite graduated at Yale in 1837. Selecting 
the profession of the law as his life work, Mr. Waite com¬ 
menced reading in his father’s office, but accepting the view 
then so prevalent in the east as to wider and more hopeful 
fields for activity in the then far west, he left Lyme in 
< )ctober, 1838, for the Maumee Valley, settling at Maumee 
City. He was admitted to the bar in 1839 and formed a 
partnership with Samuel M. Young. On March 3( 1846, 

Morrison R. Waite was elected mayor of Maumee City and 
served one year. He was elected to the ()hio Legislature in 
the fall of 1849 as a Whig, but on the organization of the 
Republican party he became a staunch supporter of those 
principles. 

The first position in which his abilities attracted the 
attention of the public was his appointment as one of the 
council of the United States before the Tribunal ot Arbi¬ 
tration at Geneva, Switzerland, in 1871 and 1872, convened 

/ / * 

to adjust the claims of the United States against Great 
Britain, known as the Alabama claims. He was associated 
with Caleb Cushing and Wm. M. Evarts, and their skill 
terminated the difficulty arising out of the Civil W T ar be¬ 
tween the United States and Great Britain. In 1874 while 
presiding over the Ohio Constitutional Convention he was 
nominated to the office of Chief Justice ot the United Mates. 
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At the announcement of Mr. Waite’s appointment the con¬ 
vention hurst into great applause. The nomination was 
unanimously confirmed, and on March 4, 1874, Justice 
Waite took the oath of office and at once entered upon its 
duties. 

Mr. Waite was married Sept. 21, 1840, to Miss Amelia 
C. Warner of Lyme, Ct., daughter of Samuel Selden Warner 
of Lyme, a descendant of Colonel Selden of Revolutionary 
record. Morrison Remick Waite died at Washington, 1). C., 
Nov. 23. 1888. 

X 

* * 

SMIL GILBERT 

Few names have been more prominently identified with 
the history of Maumee City than that of Smith < filbert. 
He was born in Newtown, Conn.. October 29th, 1815, and 
was the son of Ezra and Sarah K. Gilbert. He was married 
to Miss Mary Ann Wolcott July 3rd, 1848, at Maumee 
City, Ohio, by the Rev. Mr. Tompkins. 

Miss Mary Ann Wolcott was the daughter of the Hon. 
Judge James Wolcott and Mary Wells Wolcott, the grand¬ 
daughter of Ca] t. William Wells, and the great grand¬ 
daughter of Chief Little Turtle. She was born at Maumee 
City June 6th, 1827. Smith and Mary Ann Gilbert had 
hree children, Frederika Eliza ( filbert. Albert Wolcott Gil¬ 
bert, and Smith Wells Gilbert. 

>inith Gilbert served Maumee City as mayor eight 
years, having been elected to that office four successive 
times during the dark days of the Rebellion, from April 

4th, 1859, to April 1st, 1867. 

Smith Gilbert died at the old Wolcott home at Maumee 
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City March 30th. 1879. Mary Ann Wolcott < lilbert fol¬ 
lowed her partner to life’s close in 1891 at the same old 
Wolcott Mansion. Frederika Idliza < lilberk Hull, the widow 
of William jC. Hull, and her only child, a daughter, Rilla 
Ellen Hull, born Feb. 1st, 1880, at Maumee, still occupy 
the more than one hundred year old mansion. 

justice McDonald 

Justice McDonald was born in Chattanooga, N. V., 
Nov. 12, 1825, and came to Lucas County in 1853 and set¬ 
tled in Monclova Township. He at once began the active 
life of a pioneer, meeting the experiences in common to 
such. From the first he commanded the respect and con¬ 
fidence of his neighbors, as he did of all whose acquaintance 

he made. He had always taken a prominent part in every 
enterprise that might be for the best interst of the com¬ 
munity in which he resided. He held ail tiie principal 
township offices, in 1871 Mr. McDonald removed to Mau¬ 
mee City and in 1873 became interested in the Toledo and 
Maumee Narrow Cauge Railroad and was one o its direc¬ 
tors, and the first superintendent. He directed die con¬ 
struction and operation of the road for six years, when in 
1880 it was consolidated wit h the Toledo, Delphos and Bur¬ 
lington Railroad. In 1880 he was elected county commis¬ 
sioner of Lucas County, which office he held for three years. 
July 4, 1857, he was married to Miss Minervia Luce. Mr. 
McDonald died in Maumee Nov. 5, 19b). Mrs. McDonald 
and four children survive, Frederick, Charles, Alice and 
Dolley. 
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MRS. CHLOE HULL, 

One of the Earliest Settlers of the Maumee Valley 

Mrs. Chloe Hull was born near Rochester, N. Y., July 
7, 1807. Her father, Samuel Spafford, with his wife and six 
children, came to the Maumee and settled at Orleans of the 
North, near Fort Meigs, then in Logan County, in June,. 

■^r 

1818. At that time there were at Orleans of the North two 
taverns, a school and stores and other appliances necessary 
for the convenience of that place. Chloe Spafford and Isaac 

Hull were married at Perrysburg Sept. 19, 1827, and settled 
at Defiance, where lie had a store or Indian trading house. 
In August, 1834, Mr. and Mrs. Hull removed to Maumee 
City and in company with Judge R. A. Forsyth for several 
years carried on an extensive mercantile business. Many 
and terrible have been the afflictions through which Mrs. 
Hull has been called to pass during the eighty-one years of 
her life. Eight children were born to them, four dying in 
their infancy, and October 3h 1855, their two daughters, 
aged respectively ten and fifteen years, were drowned in 
the Maumee River. The remains of the eldest were never 
found. 

Isaac Hull was born February 26, 1801, at Derby, Ct., 
came to the Maumee in 1814 and died December 26, 1864. 
On February 3, 1888, Mrs. Hull followed the partner of her 
choice to life’s close. Neither Mr. and Mrs. Hull ever re¬ 
covered from the shock caused by the sudden and awful 
death ol their daughters by drowning. Mrs. Hull was the 
oldest inhabitant in the Maumee Valley at the time of her 
death. How wonderful have been the changes that have 


The History of Maumee 


189 


taken place during the time from 1818, when she stepped 
from the small schooner that brought the family from Buf¬ 
falo on to the shore of the Maumee amid the great forests 
filled with Indians. 


AUGUSTUS W. ECKERT 

Augustus W. Eckert was horn in Butler County, Ohio, 
in the year 1832. He graduated from the University at 
Oxford, Ohio, and began the practice of law at Hamilton, 
Ohio., and continued there until 1873 when he came to 
Maumee City. For nearly forty years he was a resident of 
Maumee and one of its most esteemed citizens. Mr. Eckert 
was elected mayor of Maumee in April, 1895, and served 
two years; he was the legal advisor of the Village Council 
a number oi years. He was a soldier in the Civil War, 
having served as first lieutenant in Company 1), 167th <»hio 
Regiment. He was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 
Kemp of Middletown, (>1 Ho, in March, 1859. 

Mr. Eckert was a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
church at Maumee. Mr. Eckert died «|an. 7, 1912, and Mrs. 
Eckert died Aug. 15, 1917. One daughter, Miss Adah, and 
two sons, L. A. Eckert and E. H. Eckert, survive. 
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D\NIEL F. COOK 

Few names have been longer identified with the uistory 
of Maumee City than has that oi I »aniel F. Cook, who or 
more than seventy years resided at Maumee City. Mr. 
Cook was born in Waterville, Maine, Sept. 5, 1814. He 
came to Maumee City with his parents in 1834. At that 
time Maumee City was regarded as the most promising 
place of all the Maumee Valley. Mr. Cook graduated at 
Waterville, Maine, entered Harvard Law School and in 1835 
was admitted to the bar oi Ohio and commenced his pro¬ 
fessional life at Maumee City. In 1845 he was admitted 
to practice in the Supreme Court oi the United States, the 
vigorous period of his practice continued until the removal 
of the seat of justice from Maumee City to Toledo in 1852, 
although he pursued the same until 1865. Meanwhile he 
directed his attention to dealing in real estate and with 
farming interests, with which he had been tor many years 
largely identified. 

In 1854 Mr. Cook was appointed a commissioner of 
Lucas County, and in 1855 was elected to the same office, 
serving until 1858. He had requently held local official 
positions. Mr. Cook was elected mayor of Maumee City 
on the 2nd lay of April, 1855, and was re-elected on April 
6, 1857, holding the office four years. He was also elected 
in 1862 to the office of city solicitor, served as councilman 
and three times a member of the board of education. In 
1866 with Mr. R. B. Mitchell, he formed the banking house 
of Cook and Mitchell, in which he remained until 1872. 

The test of character involved in an active life of nearly 
a century, such as Mr. Cook had been called to meet, is one 
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which could be borne by true merit only, so it is safe to 
say that I )aniel F. Cook may justly have a place among the 
pioneers of Maumee City. Mr. Cook was married to Mrs. 
Abby Bos worth) Frost at Maumee City Nov. 10. 1858. 
Mrs. Cook was born in Genesee County, New York, July 
11. 1818, and died Feb. 12, 1888. Mr. Cook died JTeb. 9, 1904. 

GEORGE W. REYNOLDS 

George W. Reynolds came to Maumee City from Grand 
Gulf, Miss., on the first day of May, 1841, and at once 
began the erection of a lumber and flour mill, and rented 
water from the State of Ohio to propel four run four-and-a- 
half feet mill stones. He soon had the lumber mill citting 
timber or the Pearl Mills, which he had up and inclosed 
be ore winter. There was at that time no good flour mill 
nearer than Monroe, Mich., east and north, and none west 
and south nearer than Ft. Wayne or Dayton. Mr. Reynolds 
was one of the promoters of the building of the Junction 
Railroad through Maumee City. He was one of the man¬ 
aging directors of that enterprise. He secured the issue of 
bonds for building the road of Maumee City, Perrysburg, 
Waynesf eld Township and of Williams County. He visited 
every precinct, and made earnest pleas to persuade the 
people to vote the bonds. He put under contract, |rom 
twelve miles east of Perrysburg to Swanton, all the work of 
that road, including the Maumee River bridge, which was 
fifty teet high and seven hundred and seventy-seven feet 
long. On May 2, 1851, he was appointed and constituted 
by the City Council as the agent of Maumee City to appear 
at the meeting of the stockholders of the Junction Railroad 
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Company at Klyria, and to cast) the votes upon all questions 
which might be taken at such meeting to which said city as 
a stockholder in said company may be entitled. 

In 1863 he, with others, built a large passenger steam¬ 
boat to run between Maumee City, 'Toledo and Sandusky, 
and named it; the George W. Reynolds. In 1859 he bought; 
the Croton Mills, rebuilt it and renamed it the Reynolds 
Mills. He also built a steam canal boat and called it the 
China. He was very much interested in establishing a sem¬ 
inary in Maumee City. This was accomplished when on 
June 4, 1866, the Maumee City Council transferred the old 
Lucas County buildings to the Central Ohio Conference for 
a seminary. Mr. Reynolds was elected mayor of Maumee 
City in 1850 and served two years, and w T as several times 
elected to the City Council. He also served as county 
commissioner of Lucas County, and in every way in his 
power labored to promote the interests of Maumee City. 

Mr. Reynolds was born Feb. 2, 1809, on the banks of 
the Mohawk River, five miles above Rome, N. Y. He was 
married to Ann Philena Clark Gregory at Maumee City. 
Mrs. Reynolds was born at < luilford. Yt., Aug. 15, 1820, 
and died Jan. 16, 1906. Mr. Reynolds died net. 30, 1903, 
being 94 years of age. 


DAVID H. PERRIN 

David H. Perrin was born near Pictou, Nova Scotia, 
in 1836, a son of David and Elizabeth Perrin, ' he Perrin 
family traces its ancestry back to a Prench count named 
Perrine, who became a Hugenot and who suffered the per¬ 
secution of tli at sect during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
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centuries. He, or his descendants, emigrated to America 
and settled in Nova Scotia. 

David Perrin Sr., having heard glowing reports of the 
opportunities in the Maumee Valley, set out for this Mau¬ 
mee country in 1836, when his son David H. was a few 
months old. He brought his amily to the Unified States 
and landed at the foot of the Maumee, but soon settled at 
Maumee City. The senior David Perrin was a ship car¬ 
penter and followed that trade for some years. He died at 
318 East Dudley Street in 1869. His wife passed away 
in 1844. 

Growing up in the old home at Maumee City, David 
H. Perrin worked two years on the canal, spent three years 
at Logansport, Ind., and on returning to Maumee City took 
up carpentry and contracting. Though he made that his 
regular occupation thereafter, he was also in the hardware 
business lor several years, and for nine years was post¬ 
master of Maumee. 

David H. Perrin enlisted in the Fourteenth Ohio Vol¬ 
unteer Infantry in 1861, and after the expiration of his 
term again volunteered in 1864, and became a member of 
the One Hundred and Fiftieth Ohio Infantry. In Septem¬ 
ber, 1861, he married Mary Deshanaway, a daughter of 
Louis and Marie (Mountler) Deshanaway. Louis Deshan¬ 
away was born on the banks of the Maumee at a settlement 
thoi own as Marengo, between Maumee City and Toledo. 
His birth occurred there in the year 1818. 

David H. Perrin is the father of three children: Wil¬ 
liam Wallace, Henry N. and Charles Lewis; the youngest 
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was for many years and until his death a deputy collector 
of the Port of Toledo. 

Henry N. Perrin married Edith Keeler, a daughter of 
Coleman Keeler, a prominent citizen of Lucas County, and 
the grand-daughter of Samuel Isaac Keeler. Mrs. Perrin 
died May 4, |9(f7, leaving two daughters, Helen A. and 
Adeline Mary. Throughout his active career, Henry N. 
Perrin has been well known for his public spirit and for his 
business ability. For many years he owned and operated 
a large farm at Fort Meigs, and deals in buying and selling 
of real estate. He was the incorporator of the Northern 
(»hio Telephone Company in 1906. He also lias other in¬ 
terests that make iiim an active business man. He is a 
Republican and las served on the City Council of Maumee, 
and lias been president of the Board of Education. 

RUBEN B. MITCHELL 

Ruben B. Mitchell was born in Winfred, Maine, in 
1830. At-the age of thirteen he came with his parents to 
Maumee City, where his father engaged in the foundry 
business. At the age of seventeen he was associated with 
his father, who built and operated a foundry and machine 

shot) on Lot 37 on the southeast corner of Cass and Wayne 
Streets. A few years later he formed a partnership with 
T. S. Merrel and continued to manufacture agricultural im¬ 
plements. The manufacture of plows being the principal 
business at that time, he established quite a large plant on 
Kingsbury Street, between Broadway and Harrison Avenue. 
In 1866 he formed a partnership with Daniel F. Cook and 
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organized the Union Deposit Bank under the name of Cook 
and Mitchell. In the year 1874 he, with Mr. Thomas 
Brown, purchased the Reynolds Mill property and success¬ 
fully operated it until his death. 

Mr. Mitchell was very active in all public affairs. He 
was several [times elected |o the village Council, and also 
served several terms as member of the Board joe Education. 
Mr. Mitchell in 1860 was married to Miss Ellen A. Frost of 
Maumee City, and the result of the union was seven chil¬ 
dren, four of whom survive: Amie, Truman, Edward and 
Abbie, now Mrs. Herbert S. Woodbury. In his early life 
he became a member of the Presbyterian church of Mau¬ 
mee City, and had always been one of its staunchest sup¬ 
porters. Mr. Mitchell died May 10, 1894. Mrs. Mitchell 
followed her partner to life’s close Jan. 15, 1908. 

JOHN A. SMITH 

John A. Smith of Maumee. He has been closely iden¬ 
tified with municipal affairs for the past forty years, and 
much that is progressive and permanent in Maumee’s im¬ 
provement can be credited to his leadership and influence. 

He was first! elected a member of the City Council in 
1887, being re-elected and serving until 1891, when lie be¬ 
came city marshal and was twice re-elected to that office, 
serving six years. In 1899 he was elected mayor and was 
twice given the honor of re-election, serving six years and 
nine months. In 1909 Mr. Smith was again chosen mayor 
and filled the office with credit and ability for four more 
years. In 1917 he was again elected mayor and in 1919 was 
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re-elected, as he also was in 1923 and again in 1925, com¬ 
pleting eighteen years and nine months. 

It was wie peculiar efficiency and vigor of his public 
service that called him again and again to such positions 
o public rust:. When he was first elected mayor of Mau¬ 
mee they did not have a foot of stone walks or sewers, and 
no paved streets, and he brought about the inauguration of 
that class of public improvements. It was during his term 
as mayor that the first electric lighting was secured. The 
first contract called or fifteen street lights. 

Mr. Smith was a native of Maumee, where he was born 
July 26, 1855, a son of John and Christina (Burtscher) 
Smith. His mother was born and reared in Prussia; his 
father was also born in Prussia October 28, 1816, where the 
family name was originally spelled Schmidt. John Smith 
came to America in 1832 and was living in Tiffin, (>hio, 
where he was married August 15, 1841. His home was in 
Tiffin until 1848 when he removed to Maumee City, where 
he lived until his death on April 5, 1903, at the age of 
eighty-eight years. He was a carpenter by trade and fol¬ 
lowed that as his regular occupation throughout his active 
career in Maumee. His wife passed away March 2, 1880, 
at the age of fifty-nine, the mother of nine children, three 
oi whom are still living, namely: Catherine, John A. and 
Phillip. 

John A. Smijjth has occupied himself with activity in 
various lines of business for a number of years. He was in 
the sawmill and hardwood lumber business. He is now 
living retired. He is a Republican and a member o the 
Catholic church. In 1877 at Maumee he married Lydia 
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Ann Coder, a daughter of Levi Coder. Mrs. Smith died 
October 30, 1910. To their marriage were born five chil¬ 
dren: William Levi, who died in 1879 at the age of five 

l, 

months; Rosabelle Frances, wife of Frank Bender; Lillian 
Veronica, wife of Lee Fresgrave; George J., husband of Marie 
Ilg; and Lawrence, who died in 1898 at the age of six years. 


SOME INTERESTING ACTS RELATIVE TO THE 
NEWSPAPER BUSINESS IN MAUMEE CITY 

The first newspaper published in Maumee City was the 
Maumee City Express. The first issue appeared March 25, 
1837. The editor was Henry Reed, Jr. The firm name of 
the business was Calvin Frary and Henry Reed, Book and 
Job Printers, and the office was located on Wolcott Street. 
The paper was a neat, well printed sheet 22 by 33 inches in 
size. No neighboring town had a more creditable repre¬ 
sentative in the press than did Maumee City. 

Afte the Express came the Maumee River Times, pub¬ 
lished weekly by H. T. Smith, which was continued until 
1855. During the existance of the Maumee River Times 
the City of Maumee was prosperous and business was thriv¬ 
ing until the early part of 185 when on the 11th day of 
October of that year the Lucas County seat was removed 
tr Maumee City to Toledo. This was a great misfor¬ 
tune, but it was only the beginning of the end. The blow 
t hat caused the greatest disaster and finished the wreck 
tame unexpectedly and without warning in 1853 when the 
Junction Railroad, for the building of which the City of 
Maumee had donated $50,(00.00, consolidated with its rival, 
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tbe Toledo, Norwalk and Cleveland Railroad, and aban¬ 
doned the Junction Railroad. That year, 1853, was the 
Black Friday for Maumee City. There seemed to be no 
more use for newspapers, business went to pieces, men of 
ambition and grit left for other fields. The wreck was com¬ 
plete. Some 01 the most serviceable property depreciated in 
value to such an extent that many of the business houses 
and nearly all o; the largest taverns were abandoned and 
left to decay. 

Some time after the Maumee River 'Times fo lowed 
the Amulet, a weekly newspaper published by Wm. Holt. 
Then, during the Civil War, and for some time thereafter, 
the town was without a paper, until November 20. 1871 
when P. C. Holt published the Maumee Advertiser, issued 
weekly. This paper was converted into the New Era in 
1876 by John E. W r ilcox and published weekly. Then in 
1887 J. E. Dudley published a weekly newspaper called the 
Natural Gas. It lasted less than two years. 

The Maumee Advance appeared in 1895, published by 
John A. Smith and 0. J. Graham. In 1902 ti e New Era 
plant was destroyed by fire and i he Advance and New Era 
were consolidated by Herbert S. Dickson, and continues to 
be published as the Advance Era. 
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RIVER SIDE CEMETERY 

The first definite movement toward the procuring of 
land for a cemetery was taken by the City Council at a 
special meeting on the 29th day of March, 1843, when 
George W. Reynolds, J. Austin Scott and Frederick Kert- 
land were appointed a committee to examine into the 
matter of a cemetery. 

On April 12, Mr. Scott, chairman of the committee, 
reported and recommended the purchase of ten acres of the 
Spencer farm, situated on the southeast corner of River 
Tract No. 26 in the United States’ twelve-mile square re¬ 
serve at the foot of the rapids of the Miami of the Lake. 

Samuel M. Young, Isaac Hull and Thomas Clark 2nd 
were appointed to close a bargain with John E. Hunt for 
ten acres, more or less, of his Spencer farm for a cemetery 
at one hundred and fifty dollars per acre, payable in one, 
two, three and four years, and to report an ordinance for 
the government regulation and for laying it out into lots. 

On April 11, 1844, the committee was directed to plat 
and fence the cemetery with a suitable fence. A plat was 

filed for record May 10, 1845, and contained 1,800 burial 
lots, most of which are twelve by thirty feet in size. Potters 
Field is in blocks 12 feet 9 inches by 8 feet. 

In 1903 the trustees built the vault at an expense of 
$500.00, and ii 1904 the ice covered the cemetery eight feet 
high and broke down ail It he monuments except two. 

November 2,1868, the City Council purchased a hearse, 
paying $450.00 for it. 
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DREAMERS PUT TOWN IN HOLE 

Saddle Bonded Indebtedness on Town Generations Ago 

for Impractical Schemes 

Maumee’s reputation as a money spender and accumu¬ 
lator of obligations is apparently not of recent formation, 
for the early residents of this village had some expensive 
ideas, according to facts dug up from oh I records by Mayor 
Smith. He writes as follows: 

It devolved upon man to take advantage of i he natural 
resources left to him for the improvement o f I vis inheritance, 
so the City Council was requested to construct suitable 
roads, and on May 14, 1849, that body pledged the credit 
of the municipality in |he sum of $10,000.00 to construct a 
plank road, commencing at Scoti Street in the Third Ward 
anil continuing over and alonu Wayne Street to Swanton. 

Following in line of more improvements the City 
Council was again prevailed upon to assist in constructing 
a railroad, and on the 28th day of May, 1851, that body 
pledged the credit of the town in the sum of $50,000.00 for 
five hundred shares of the capital stock of the Junction 
Railroad. 

Now, for more than tw T enty-five years, the village in 
die inanimate period of the continuance of Maumee City, 
then South Toledo, now Maumee, when all of the 1463 
inhabitants were as one household, when nothing but the 
crack of a canal driver’s whip would disturb the peaceful 
repose of those inhabitants, happy and contented, no class 
distinction, all good people were equal in society, possessed 
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with very little of this world’s goods other than what nature 
provided. 

But the days of tranquility were fast fading away. The 
time for the dreamer with doubtful intentions was rapidly 
drawing near, with wonderful schemes for reclaiming neg¬ 
lected opportunities. It was on the 2nd day of March, 1885, 
when he made his appearance before an unsuspecting popu¬ 
lace with a feasible plan that would increase the population 
of the town and thereby enhance the value of real estate, 
and with prospects of fabulous profits, and here the old 

court house once more served the purpose as a bait for the 

dreamers and boomers at the expense of the town, leaving 

■ 

the taxpayers to hold the bag. 

On that 2nd day of March was the beginning of the 
ponded debt which lias for thirty-five years been a burden 
on the town. So anxious were the people to create an in¬ 
debtedness that on the 9th day of March, 1885, they passed 
a resolution to issue $6,000.00 in bonds for the erection of a 
city hall and a cemetery, and on March 18, nine days later, 
changed their minds and on that day pledged the credit of 
the town for $10,000.00 to improve and beautify the old 
court house and grounds. 

Again on the 5th day of May, 1888, the village Council 
authorized die issue of $35,000.00 in bonds for the purpose 
of supplying natural gas to the inhabitants of M aumee, and 
on the 1.6th day of August of the same year, they issued 
$25,000.0(1 for the pjbrpose of completing the piping of the 
streets of the village. 

On December 14, 1888, there were issued $6,000.00] in 
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bonds to be used for paying bonuses to manufacturers who 
were induced to locate here; and on October 4, 1888, 
$3,000.00 more in bonds were issued to pay more bonuses. 
The principal o; these bonds was still outstanding in 1920. 

HORRIBLE MURDER 

(Published in the Perrysburg Journal May, 1860 ) ; 

Mary A. Thome, daughter of Ellen Thome, a girl of 
v n years, was chol ed to death and tier person outraged 
May 12, 186it, near the corner of Wayne and Conant Streets. 

The citizens o:t aumee were thrown into a state of 
great excitement on last Sabi.at,h morning by the announce¬ 
ment that a young daughter of Ellen Thome, aged seven 
years and four months, had been brutally murdered and her 
person outraged. d tie facts of the case, as near as we can 
learn them, are as lollows: On last Saturday evening the 
young girl asked leave and obtained permission from her 
mother to accompany her grandmother to church, who, on 
missing her just after entering the door, returned home 
immediately in search of her. The girl’s father, Thomas 
Bur: s, a printer at ( leveland, it appears, threatened to take 
the child away from her mother, who on learning of the 
mysterious disappearance, instantly gave tiie alarm, for she 
feared her child had been abducted away from her. The 
whole of Saturday night was spent in the effort to recover 
the lost child, but all was in vain. Sabbath morning came, 
however, and with it the disclosure of an awful crime. 

h an unoccupied shed, or stable, only a few rods from 
die house, the dead body of the child was found, a cord 


204 


The History of Mai :mee 


about her neck, marks of brutal violence upon her head, 
neck and body, and lying as it thrown in upon the floor. 
The cord was a piece of common clothes line, and entangled 
between it and her neck was a wisp of iiay. There was no 
hay in the building where she was found, and subsequent 
examination showed that she had been killed by the choking 
she had received, and not by the rope. I on making this 
discovery the greatest excitement ensued. An inquest was 
held, and although suspicion at once began no attach to the 
father, nothing positive was adduced to warrant die jury 
in fixing upon him as the author of the crime. 

A man sitting in front of a store around the corner 
from the girl’s home, saw her come along the street, skip¬ 
ping in tier childlike way. 'There is an alley leading from 
this street in the rear of the premises where the girl’s 
mother lived. The man is not certain that she turned into 
this alley, but it is presumed she did, in order to reach home 
by the back way, for the indications seem to s)tow that the 
girl was passing through this alley when she was seize*: and 
gagged. The villain’s fingers left their prints upon her 
forehead, and his thumb cut the lower part of her chin, 
showing the way she was strangled. She was taken into 
the stable and after accomplishing his hellish purpose, it 
seems that he must have broken her neck by a terrible 
grasp. It is believed that the villain designed throwing her 
into t he river, and for this purpose fastened the rope around 
her neck, with a view oi attaching a stone thereto to cause 
her body to sink. 

But the town was aroused and 11 le citizens in pursuit of 
the lost child were searching every street and alley, and this 
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plan seems to have been abandoned as too hazardous. The 
murderer, undoubtedly thinking it policy to make good his 
escape from the immediate presence of Ids victim while 
opportunity presented itself. It seems that night he must 
have been taken for a friend in search of the child and thus 
permitted to escape. 

Since the above was in type we learn that the child 
was illegitimate and, being very pretty, its unlawful father 
sought to steal it away. It is said that the child came home 
the other day and told her mother that a man had given 
|ier some candy and had promised her more if she would 
come, but the mother’s suspicions were aroused, and fearing 
that this man might be some one employed to steal the 
child, she refused to let her go after the promised gift. 

We have said that the child’s person was violated, but 
this is probably a mistake. The urethra exhibited evidence 
of much violence, it is true, but if perpetrated by the girl’s 
father it was a mere ruse to throw oft detection. We learn 
a so that a despatch was sent to <Cleveland for the arrest of 
Burns, who, until the mystery is cleared up, public opinion 
will hold responsible as being in some way connected with 
this most atrocious and deliberate murder. If, however, it 
should prove that Mr. Burns is innocent , we shall take great 
p easure in making such an announcement. 
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VETERANS OF 1812 AND 1813 

In June, 1870, fifty-seven years after the war at Fort 
Meigs, a party of veterans of the War of 181J and 1813, 

having served in the army in this section, made a visit to 

■ 

Maumee City and the scenes of their services in that con¬ 
flict. On June 24 a committee of citizens, with the Hon. 
Morrison R. Waite, met [the party who came in a special 
train over the ; Dayton and Michigan Railroad. The fol¬ 
lowing is a list of the veterans: 

Colonel Charles S. Todd, Aide to General Harrison 

at Fort MeigSy lived at (iwensbforo, Ky.Age 79 

Major Jere Duncan, Bourbon County, Ky.Age 78 

General E. Pendleton, Clark County, Ivy.Age 81 

Colonel Wm. Hamilton, Nicholas County, Ky.Age 78 

A. B. Croford, Clark County, Ky.Age 80 

Peter Bonty, Bourbon County, Ky. Age 78 

W. T. Foster, Grant County, Ky.Age 73 

Francis McLeer, Fayette County, Ky.Age 81 

Seward Beall, Clark County, Ky.Age 74 

Nelson Bush, ark County, Ky..Age 81 

Wm. C. Berry, Clark County, Ky.Age 80 

Tiiomas Jones, Bourbon County, Ky.Age 81 

Elisha Sturgeon, Grant County, Ky.Age 84 

Henry Gaither, Cincinnati, Ohio.Age 80 

Sanford Branham, Scott County, Ky.Age 78 

Thomas Lindsey, Fayette County, Ky.Age 81 

Wm. C. Keas, Mt. Sterling, Ky.Age 75 

Joseph Quinn, Grant County, Ky.Age 74 

Dr. Alva Curtis, Cincinnati, Ohio.Age 73 
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R. P. Menifee, Kenton County, Ky. , .Age 81 

leorge Williams, < Irant County, Ky.Age 80 

iohn Jolley, Campbell !(bounty, Ky.Age 82 

T. A. Grimes, Bourbon County, Ky. .. Age 73 

Wm. B. Davis, Me 'onnellsville, Ohio . Age 77 

Wm. Shaffer, Middletown, Ohio . Age 87 

Samuel Bownell, Middletown, Ohio . Age 74 

Joseph Barnett, Middletown, 'hio . Age 76 

David McChessney, Middletown, ! Miio . Age 77 

John Stine, Pendleton County, Ky . Age 74 

Samuel Dewese, Wood 'ounty, Ohio . Age 78 

David Lamb, Toledo, Ohio . Age 83 

Michael Morgan, Wood 1 'ounty, ! )hio . Age 89 

Peter Navarre, Toledo, Ohio . Age 85 

John Moore, Wood 'ounty, * 'hio . Age 75 

J. L. Jolly, Napoleon, Ohio . ...Age 80 

David Deal, Fremont, < 'hio . Age 8 

John Ross, Wood County, Ohio . Age 77 

David Johnson, Wood County, Ohio. Age 83 

Samuel Kuder, Wood ('ounty, Ohio . Age 79 

Horace Thacher, Toledo, Ohio ... Age 69 


^^flThe veterans and citizens spent some time at Fort 
Meigs, passing around the premises, the veterans seeking 
points especially reminding them of the events of 1813. A 
dinner was served at the American House, after which the 
visitors and citizens assembled in Cook’s Grove, where 
Mr. George W. Reynolds presided. Prayer was offered by 
Hie Rev. Mr. Swan, and an address delivered by the Rev. 
Mark Richardson, and responded to by Colonel Todd. Re¬ 
marks were made by Morrison R. Waite, who stated that 
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Mrs. Harriet 0. Hall, daughter of Major Wm. Oliver, one 
of Harrison's trusted subordinates, had deputized him to 
invite her father’s comrades to the Oliver House, Toledo, 
Mrs. Hall receiving them in the hotel parlors. They were 
escorted to the dining room by the hostess where a sumptu¬ 
ous dinner was prepared for them. 

The expenses for entertaining the veterans amounted 
to $162.12, paid by the City Council as follows: 


For Hauling of Soldiers of 1812.$26.00 

Nails ... 1.23 

Telegraphing . 6.65 

Hauling Chairs . 75 

Meals for Old Veterans. 77.60 

Music by the Band. 30.00 

Toll of River Bridge. 10.00 

\ 

Journal Office for Posters. 2.00 

Small Flags . 4.59 

Tissue Paper and iPainting. 1.50 

Express Charges . 1.80 


Total 


$162.12 
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MAUMEE CITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY IN 1875 

P. C. Holt & < 'o., Dealers in Books, Stationery, Wall and 

Window Paper, and Job Printers. 

CoJman Keeler & Co., Dealers in Ileal Estate, 96 * fonant St. 

E. P. Keeler, Notary Public. 

Wheeler Trench, Attorney-at-Law, Notary Public, General 

Collecting Agent and Dealer in Real Estate. 

.1. S. Hull & Co., Dealers in Foreign and Domestic Dry 
Goods, < Groceries, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, Notions and 
General Merchandise; corner Conant and Wayne Sts. 

D. F. Cook, Attorney-at-iaw and Real Estate Broker. 

A. J. Taylor, Physician and Dealer in I >rugs, Medicines, 

Paints, Oils. Wayne Street. 

J. K. Frederick & Sons, Dealers in Staple and Pancy Gro¬ 
ceries, Glass and Queensware, Flour; Conant Street. 

H. < 1 Norton, 1 druggist. 

Maumee Woolen Mills, Lautzenheiser Bros. & Co., Manu¬ 
facturers of Satinects, Jeans, Tweeds, Flannels, Blan¬ 
kets and Knitting Yarns, and I >ealers in Wool. 

W. S. Swan, Dealer in Drugs, Me-iicines, Perfumery, Fancy 

and Toilet Articles, Paints, Oils, Varnish, Brushes, 
Window Glass, Putty, and Drug Sundries; Conant Sf. 

J. L. Hannum, Dealer in Dry ' loods, Groceries, Boots, 
Shoes, Hats, Caps, Notions an- General Merchandise; 
Conant Street. 

Union Deposi' Bank of R. B. Mitchell & < ’o.; transacts a 

genera] banking business and pay special attention to 
collections. Corner Wayne and Allen Streets. 

Graham and Sargent. Contractors and j Guilders; office No. 
32 Conant Street. 
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G. H. Blaker, Dealer in Stoves, Nails, Cutlery, Shelf Hard¬ 

ware, and Manufacturer of tin, copper and sheet iron 
ware; Roofing and spouting done to order; corner 
Conant and Dudley Streets. 

William Burge, Mason, Plasterer, Painter and Contractor; 

residence, corner Broadway and Cass Streets. 

T. H. Wolfinger & Sons, Carpenters, Builders and Painters; 

Painting, Glazing, Paperhanging and kalsomining done 
to order; shop on Wayne Street, near Pearl Mills. 
Thomas Brown, [Millwright and Paper Manufacturer; resi¬ 
dence, corner Broadway and Rosemund Streets. 

H. G. Norton, Railway P. 0. Clerk, Toledo to Chicago; 

residence, corner Cass and Erie Streets. 

Justice McDonalu. Superintendent, Toledo and Maumee 

Narrow Gauge Railway; residence on Broadway. 

A. J. Henfling, Proprietor of Billiard Hall, and dealer in 

Choice Liquors, Cigars, etc.; corner Conant and Dudley 
Streets. 

Thomas Ludlow, Proprietor of Miami House, and Dealer in 

Dry Goods, Groceries, Queensware and Notions gen¬ 
erally; Main Street. 

Curtis Hull, Carpenter, Builder and Contractor; residence, 

Grant 575, Waynesfield Township. 

John Geiger, Proprietor oi Riverside Vineyard and Dealer 

in Grapes, Berries, Fruits, etc. 
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THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR—1898 


It is deemed fitting that this opportunity be improved 
to present the names of Hie boys of Maumee City who 


volunteered their services to 
with Spain. 

Anthony Pfleghaar, 

died in Ponce, Porto Rico 

William Glennon 
Charles Rodd, Jr. 

Archa B. 'reps 
Thomas Corwin 
Roy Crane 
John Cambric 
John Kiel 

i 

Isaac Luce 
reorge Gessner 

John Hall 


the United States in the war 

Christian Sanford Steffes, 
died in the Philippines 
'harles Perrin 
William Phillips . 

1 ieorge LaPoint 
Melvin Creps 
Earl Brewer 
Jay Lautzenheiser 
Thomas Helsey 
Ernest Kelley 
Phillip Woods 
Charles Kimmel 
Charley Wilson 
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IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM H. CHARTER 

On the 12th day of September, 1918, on one o: the 
bloody battlefields of France, Wm. EL Charter fell fighting 
gloriously for freedom and democracy. He was a volunteer 
soldier and the first of Maumee’s sons to give his life in the 
cause of common freedom and humanity. It therefore is 
deemed fitting and proper that on tomorrow, Sunday, after¬ 
noon at three o’clock, the church hells and schoolj bells of 
the village be tolled in solemn unison as an expression of 
the mournful, loving memory of us all for the young hero 
forever asleep in a foreign land, and from every heart in 
Maumee may there also a silent prayer go up tha| peace 
and joy beyond understanding, and known not to any living 
heart, may be his. 

October 19, 1918. JOHN A. SMITH, Mayor. 
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IN MEMORY OF PAUL CONE 

On the 24th day of < ctober, 1918, at a field hospital 
just back of the battle edges in non hern France, of disease 
incurred in the line of duty, Paul Cone yielded up his young 
life. His last bed was made for him where he had obeyed 
his country’s commands and done his soldier duty. Nobler 
fate or higher praise than this none may have. 

This death was Maumee’s second costly sacrifice on the 
altar of: freedom and justice. It was therefore deemeu meet 
that on Sunday, December 1. 1918, at twelve o’clock noon, 
all of the church bells and school bells o the village be 
tolled, and as they break forth mournfully on the Sabbath 
stillness, may the old. old emotion rise stronger than ever 
in our hearts that ‘fit is sweet and honorable to die for one’s 

country.” JOHN A. SMITH, Mayor. 
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MAUMEE’S PART IN THE WORLD WAR 

1914 — 1918 


No history of Maumee would be complete without 
some mention made of the place she took in the Great War. 
While the author regrets that the scope of his history pre¬ 
cludes a detailed account of the part taken by her indi¬ 
vidual sons, still it will be with great pride in after years 
that the village may point to the enviable record made in 
their gallant support of a glorious cause. 

The following is her ROLL OF HONOR, which in¬ 
cludes a total of 183 men, of whom two, Paul Cone and 
William Charter, are gold stars. 


MAUMEE BOYS IN SERVICE 


*—In France. 

**—Died in Service. 

Aigrisse, Floridore 
Allemeier, Herbert 
* Allen, Walter 
*'Anderson, (rail A. 

Ash, ffleon 

*Ash, C. F. 

*Bailey, N. D. 

*Baume, Andrew, Jjr. 
Beck, Arnold 
"Bordeaux, Lionel Wm. 
*Botte, Camille 
*Boulenger, Albert 
*Boyce, Earl R. 
Brahier, Peter W. 

(Discharged 
*Brennen, Andrew 


*Bush, El vie 
*Bush, Elzie 
*Campbell, Robert A. 
*Canode, John 
Caseman, Louis 
*Caseman, William 
*Case, James W. (Doctor) 
**Charter, William 

(Died Sept. 12, 1918) 
Charles, Ralph 
* Childs, Edwin W. 

Clark, George W, 

Doctor) 

Clark, James G. 
Colburn, Wayne Harley 

*Cole, C. S. 
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■ontat, Charles 
I 'ischarged) 

’one, Paul Durfree 

(Died Oct. 24, 1918) 
*Cooke, Carl 
*Creps, Archibald 
Curry, J. P. 

Cottrell, Robert 
*Comstock, R. W. 

i Doctor! 

Dame, Orville 
*Dart, prank 
Dart, Reuben 
f*Dean, Lance 
*Dean, Ray 
Dennis, Charles 
i tennis, Joseph 
*Denuit, Ernest L. 
*Devolder, Henri 
*Diemer, Ralph 
*Disandro, Emil 
MDisandro, Elmer 
Dourlett, Ernest 
*Dourlett, Edgar 
*Drummond, Lee Edward 
Daly, John, Jr. 

* Engle, George. 

* English, Thomas 

* Els worth, Julius 
*Emch, Cecil A. 
*Fitzgerald, Walter 

Florry, Harry 
*Folckemer, Paul 
*Ford, Guy A. 

*Friend, Ira J. 

*Gannon, Arthur E. 


Gansline, Arthur 
*Getz, Walter 
*Gibbs, Clarence 
*Greasley, < -harles 
*Griggs, Lysle 
Gribbon, Edward 

(S. A. T. C.) 

*Hare, Willard 
Harrington, Timothy I 1 ' 1 . 
*Harper, Ray 
\ lawks, Ira 
Henfling, Herman A. 

* Herman, 'rank 
^Herman, Rupert 

1 effelfinger, Alfred 
1 loen, William 

(S. A. T. C.) 

Holland, Charles 
1 Tolland, Fred 
Holsapple, Otto 
*Hoste, Henry 
i iopkins, Gilbert 
How r ard, R. R. 

! Tumphreys, H. E. 

* Jacob, Edward E. 

Jonas, Barukh 
.Tones, William 

*Kaiser, Carl 
Keck, Robert M. 

Kiefer, Frank 
Kiefer, Joseph 
(Discharged) 

*Kiefer, John 
*Klar, Wesley 
Kurtz, Emil 
*Landers, Michael 
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Lambillotte, Marcel 

(S. A. T. C.) 

*LeFever, Ernest 
*LeJune, Benjamin 
Linke, Herman, Jr. 
Loesch, Carl Albert 
*Loesch, John F. 
*Lehman, Carl M. 
*Mahan, Martin J., Sergt. 
Marshall, Charles 
(Discharged) 
^Marshall, William 
*Martin, Frank 
*Marchka, Frank 
*Matthewson, Adonis A. 
Mayer, Leon 
Meyer, John Edmond 
*Miller, George E. 
Mollenkopf, William J. 
Morris, James 
*Mouen, Grafton 

*McCabe, Ralph 
McCabe, Earl 
McComb, Haro d 
McKenna, Dan 

(S. A. T. C.) 

Navarre, Arnold L. 

(Discharged) 

*Nottige, Walter 
Oppen, Walter 
*Ostrander, Harry C. 
*Pangratz ? Prentiss 
Patchin, Minot 
Fauken, Lawrence 
Pauken, Louis 
(Discharged) 


Perrin, Truman Edwin 

(S. A. T. C.) 

*Pilliod, Louis A. 
*Pilliod, Marcel limus R. 
Pilliod, William 
*Pore, Frank 
Pore, Howard 
Powell, Donald H. 

(Discharged) 

Powell, Harold C. 

(Discharged) 

Prahl, Roy 
Rectenwald, (>tto 
*Renaux, Florent 
Rhonehouse, W. L. 
(Doctor) 

Rhinehalt, Howard 
Roach, Vern 
Rodd, Roy 
Rogers, A. T. 

*Rohr, Clarence 
Rohr, Harold M. 

*Sasse, Nelson 
Sasse, Fred 
*Sager, Jacob 
*Savory, Elmer 
*Schnapp, Charles 
*Schuster, Edmund 
^Schuster, Ross 
Schuster, Omer 
Seese, Edward R. 
*Shufelt, Fred 
Slater, Wayne 
Smith, Clyde 
*Smith, George J. 

Smith, Roland 


The History of Maumee 


219 


*Stam'ord, Leland S. 
*Steffes, Anthony Paul 
*Sullivan, Thomas J. 
Taubken, H. R. 
Thurston, A. E. (Rev. ) 
^Turner, Galvin T. 

Turner, Norman 
*Van Dorp, Morris 
* Waffle, Howard 
*Wagener, John M. 
*Wagener, Leon 

Wechtel, Lloyd 

Total in Service .. 
Total Overseas .... 
Total Discharged 

Grand Total . 


Weaver, Virgil 

(S. A. T. C.) 
*Weis, Leo M. 

*Weis, Stephen A. 
*Wescott, Willis 
*White, George 
* Winters, Frederick 
^Williams, Louis 
Wood, Harold 
*Wood, Phillip Henry 
Wolcott, < Jordon M. 
*Zeller, Harry 

. 174 

. 107 

. 8 

. T74 


(The above list compiled by Carena Lee Curtis, from 
data collected during the war.) 
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DIRECTORY OF THE MERCANTILE BUSINESS 
AND INDUSTRIES OF MAUMEE CITY IN 1918 

The Union Deposit Bank, established in 1866 under the 

firm name of Cook and Mitchell, and after 52 years of 
successful business is considered one of the reliable 
banking institutions under wie name of A. F. Mitchell 
and Company. Ashley W. Cone, cashier. 

State Savings Bank, established in 1908. S. J. Eckenrode,. 

president; L. B. Rhonehouse, cashier. 

W. P. Kaiser, (groceries anti Provisions; Conant Street. 

Percy Frederick, < Iroceries and Provisions; Conant Street. 

W. E. Zeller, Groceries and Provisions; Wayne Street. 

H. R, Kazamaier, Groceries, Provisions and Meats, Wayne 
Street. 

Ptleghaar Brothers, Groceries, Provisions and Meat; Con- 

ant Street. 

S. L. Eisenbrandt, Groceries and Bakery; Conant Street. 

John Kline, Groceries and Provisions; John Street. 

Elizabeth Curtin, Groceries and Provisions; Wayne Street. 

M. Downing, Miami. 

Mrs. Parkins, Miami. 

L. J. Dennis, Dry Goods;.Wayne and Conant Streets. 

M. Smith Company, Dry Goods; Conant Street. 

Window Glass Factory, Sophia Street. 

The Charles L. Koch Lumber Co., Conant Street, 
e Maumee Ice & Coal Co., Conant Street. 

C. P. Bigley, Hardware and Stoves; Conant Street. 

Meyers Hardware Company, Wayne Street. 

H. T. Beltz, Hardware and Plumbing; Wayne Street. 
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Samuel Clouse, Hardware; Wayne Street. 

Seigel Tait, Saddlery and Shoes; Wayne Street. 

The American louse, lonant Street. 

The Seurin Hotel i < >ld Commercial Building», Wayne and 

Waite Avenue. 

The Franklin I louse, corner Conant and John Streets. 
Dennis Bros., Dealers in All Kinds of Meats, Wayne Street. 
The Star Market, Wayne Street. 

Ceorge Shepard. Garage and Automobiles, Conant Street. 
Fred F. Loesch, Garage and Automobiles, Wayne Street. 
George Me' lovern, larage, Conant Street. 

James Kerr, Merchant Tailor, 50 years in Maumee; Wayne 

Street. 

Wm. Clewell and Son Walter, Tonsoralists, Conant Street. 
Peter Bellow, Tonsoralist, Wayne Street. 

0. 0. Hatch, Tonsoralist, Wayne Street. 

R. P. Barton, Undertaker, Embaimer and Funeral 1 >irec- 

tor; Conant Street. 

H. P. Griswold, Novelty Store, Wayne Street. 

Dr. G. W. Rhonehouse, Physician, Wayne Street. 

Dr. R. W. Comstock, Physician and Surgeon, Wayne Street. 
Dr. J. W. Schnetzler, Physician, Conant Street. 

1 >r. George Clark, Eye and Ear Specialise Wayne Street. 
Dr. Wm. Rhonehouse, Eye and Ear Specialist , Dudley St. 
Dr. T. J. Sullivan, Dentist, Conant Street. 

L. A. Eckert, Drugs and Medicines, corner Wayne and Con¬ 
ant Streets. 

Charles Henfling, Candy Kitchen, Conant Street. 

The Strand Theater, Smith and Mouen, Conant Street. 
Defiance Electric Company, Conant Street. 
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The Maumee Valley Power Company, Wolcott Street. 
John A. Smith, Mavor. 

John M. Dohr, Village Marshal, Broadway. 

L. M. Murphy, Attorney-at-Law, Broadway. 

Albert Alius, Attorney-at-Law, Wayne Street. 

W. H, Harris, Attorney and Counsellor, Broadway. 

John Ormond, Attorney-at-Law, Broadway. 

The Carney Paper Mill, Monclova Road. 

The Fly Button Factory, Wayne Street. 

W. A. Schiely, Manufacturer of Cement Blocks, Conant St. 
Blair Caldwell, Real Estate, Conant Street. 

The American Telephone and Telegraph Co., Office, Conant 

Street. 

The Home Telephone Co., Conant Street. 

Charles Ryan, Road Contractor, Conant Street. 

Zeller Bros., Road Contractors, Office, Dudley Street. 
Joseph Pauken, Contractor and Builder, Harrison Avenue. 
E. E. Phillips, Contractor and Builder, Wolcott Street. 
Archie Creps, Contractor and Builder, Broadway. 

Claude McCabe, Contractor and Builder, Harrison Avenue. 
Byron Burdo, Plumbing and Tinner, Wayne Street, 
leorge Philo, Carpenter, John Street. 

Wm. Burdo, Carpenter, Sophia Street. 

Robert Bush, Carpenter, John Street. 

Charles Mclnter, Carpenter, Ford Street. 

Charles Kivell, Carpenter, Ford Street. 

Clarence Heffelbower, Carpenter, Williams Street. 

John Almier, Carpenter, Miami. 

Peter Beuclair, Carpenter, Wayne Street. 

The Pauken Broom Factory, Cass Street. 
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Edward Wechtei Painter, Miami. 

F. E. Steva, Painter, 1 )ecorator. 

■ 

A. J. McCabe, Painter, Broadway. 

Ben Betts, Paperhanger and Painter, I larrison Avenue. 

Earl McCabe, Painter and Paperhanger, Broadway. 

H. M. Pomeroy, Editor and Job Printer, Advance Era; 
Conant Street. 

0. J. Hatch, Agent Maumee Valley Railway, ( 'onant Street. 
Roy 1 mnbar, Agent Toledo, Bowling reen & Southern 
Railway, Allen Street. 

Edward Puhl, Blacksmith, Wayne Street. 

Homer Haney, Plasterer and Brick Mason, Jord Street. 
Jacob Winsler, Stone Cutter and Brick Mason, Harrison 
Avenue. 

Stonebrook. Jeweler and Optician, Wayne Street. 


« 
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THE OLD LUCAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

AT MAUMEE IN 1919 

The fate o this once noble edifice, now a mass of 
valueless refuse, las positively been a victim of circum¬ 
stances. From the time the material in this old building 
was placed in the Hotel Building in 1836, it seemed to have 
been doomed to a career of misfortune and disappointment. 
The Hotel Building, a spacious brick edifice, one hundred 

and thirty eet in length and sixty feet in breadth ve 

■ \ 

stories high with a wing one hundred feet in length and 
three stories high, was destroyed by a tornado on the 23rd 
day ut May, 1839, and in 1840 the material of this wreck 
was used in the construction of the Courthouse in Maumee 
City, and for twelve years, or until 1852, it was used as the 
- of justice of Lucas County. It was next converted 
into a seminar} 7 ', when on January 4, 1866, the Maumee City 
* " ,,n, 'd conferred the title on the old county buildings to 
the Central Ohio Conference for a seminary. Tljat con¬ 
tinued for a short time when it was also doomed to failure. 
In 1887 it was leased for a term of 99 years for a glass 
factory. This tinued for about five years when it also 
proved to be a failure, and was returned to the Village of 

Maumee. In 1919 the last of the buildings, the old court¬ 
house, was razed and removed. 
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THE MAUMEE VAL|EY 

I scarcely know how to name that which would clearly 
set forth the true magnificence oi the situation. We live in 
the past by a knowledge of its history, and in the future 
by hope, and anticipation. 

Beginning with the earliest formation of the Maumee 
Valley, from Lake Erie to the summit, where the sun sets 
in all its splendor, in the twilight in which to wish it might 
never be day again, a night to be enamoured of the stars, 

and to light human creatures on their bright journeys, a 
night to love, when you wonder how precious is life in such 
moments, when the bloom and flowers of the soul master 
themselves in the solitude of such nig)its, when we feel that 
sublime pleasure. 

Nature’s artists must have been in a state oi ecstacy 
immersed in fumes of a lovely inspiration. The river in t! Je 
heart of the beautiful valley, sweeping a ong in graceful 
curves in the most varied forms, gently rippling, gay and 
brilliant, in a confused course, a cloud of vapor arising, by 
dashing o; the water on the rocks, the ascent of the stream 
for miles one continuous succession of rapids which throw 
the waters into a brilliancy and a most soothing music as 
it winds its way until it disappears in he distance. Numer¬ 
ous islands, differing in size, with grand sloping banks ap¬ 
pearing in the background, over a vale of delightful scenery, 
great rol ing prairies, with tree and bush hung with th ig 
festoons of different species of vines of varied inge. 1 his 
beautiful foliage gracefully bending in pleasure to the 
waters as they flow on, whispering sweet melodies oi peace 
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and joy; a succession of lofty trees lilting their united heads 
crowned in majestic glory, when the moon has passed the 
meridian of her grandeur, the vast and magnijjficent forests 
emerging out of the shadows of the early dawn, this beau¬ 
tiful scene overspread with a canopy of flame, illumined 
wit i i a vivid crimson lustre, describe* 1 in lines of innocent 
splendor. 

The distant finishing of the unfashioned histrionic art 
by the powerful agents of nature produced a picture which 
is placid and delightful, as the whole spectacle is greatly 
enhanced in splendor, with beautiful valleys clothed in 

shaded green, and vast fields shrouded with plant and 
flowers. 

" 41 

Hie first glance of the scene awakens emotions of 
grandeur; it lilts the mind above ordinary life, and gives it 
a respite from depressing cares, it delights in the beauty and 

sublimity of the outward creation, and reveals to us the 
loveliness of nature. 


1 
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